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Society. Dr. C 'a~~~pbel l ,  who has been a regular meln- 
ber of the society fo r  txyenty-fire years, becomes the 
fifth botanist to receive this honor during the fifty 
years' existence of the society, the others being Dr. 
Carl Christensen, of Denn1:irk: Professor Frederick 
Orl3en Bower, of Englancl; Professor \ITillard Kelson 
Clate, of Butler Univeriity, Indiana, and Dr. Camp- 
bell E. Waters, of T'l'asliington. Profeisor Campbell 
began his fern work with a research problenl on the 
coinnion sensitire fern, Onoclea, fifty years ago. 

The A~nerican Fern  Society is about to celebrate 
fifty years of activity relating to ferns. IYhile it.; 
official organization and first publication date frolu 
1893, forty-nine years ago, there had been a preli~ni- 
nary gestational period of a year or two before that, 
during which its nineteen charter menlbers perfected 
the plans which led to its birth a.; the "Linnaean Fern  
Chapter" of the Agassiz Association, and later to a n  
adol(~sc~entchange into ('The Anierican Fern Society." 
Drs. Waters and Clute have been nienlbers for half a 
century. 

From its start with nineteen charter nielnbei*~, the 
Fern  Society has grown to a present membership of 
over four hundred, comprising fern students froni 
Inany different professions and walks of life. During 
1941, the society's publication, the An~ericcrn F e r n  
Jourfic~l, cornpleted its thirty-first volurne with Dr. 
\V. R. &laxon, of the Sniithsonian Tnstitution, as  
its editor-in-chief. Preceiling him, C. A. Weatherhy, 
of the Gray Elerbariurn, served as editor for  a period 
of twenty-six years. Publication headquarte's of the 
journal are a t  the Broolilyn Botanic Garden, -which 
also houses its lierbariuni and library. Before ihe 
J O Z L Y W C ~ ~was started (1910), the society sponsored the 
Fern Rulleli~z,which was edited through twenty vol- 
ulnes by lTTillard N. Clute. 

T H E  AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL 

SOCIETY 


SINCE1907 the Anierican Philosolshical Society has 
been holding a gckneral rneeting in the month of Febru- 
ary, a t  which rnertings such topics have been con-
sidered as  the "Administration of Funds in  Aid of 
Research," the "Publication of Research," "The Cen-
tenary of the Wilkes Exploring Expedition," "The 
Life and Work of Alexander Dallas Bache" and the 
"Centenary of Georllagnetisrn in Anierica.!' 

Tt is proposed to devote the mid-winter meeting on 
February 1 3  and 14 to the "Early TTistory of Science 
and Learning in Anlerica" wit11 especial reference to 
the par t  played by the Atnerican Philosophical So-
cicty, which this year colnpletes its bicel~tcnary. At 
present the program incluilrs the subjects and speak- 
ers given below : 

Nnthonintics, F1.cilcricnk G. Glasclr. Library of C'ongres3. 

Astronomy, S. A. Mitchell, Unix~ersity of Virginia. 

Physics, W. F. Magie, Princeton University. 

Cllelnistry (Joseph Priestley), Detlev W. Bronk, Univer- 


sity of Pennsylvania. 
Engineering, Dugald C. Jaclison, Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology. 
&lcteorology, IT. d .  Huinphreys, U. S. Weather Bureau. 
Agriculture, M. L. XTilson, nnder-secretary, United States 

Department of Agriculture, 
Botany, M. L. Ferndd, 13arvard University. 
Natural History (Benjamin Smith Barton as naturalist), 

Francis Pennell, Acadeniy of Natural Sciences of 
PBiladelpBia. 

Entomology, Pllilip P. Calvert, University of Pennsyl-
vania. 

Geology and Geophysics, Bailey Willis, Stanford Univcr- 
sity. 

Paleontology, George G. Simpson, American Museum of 
Natural IIistory. 

Xedicine, Francis R. Pacltard, Philadelphia. 
The American Indian, Clark Wissler, Alncrican Muse~uin 

of Natural I-Iistory. 
Education, Merle M. Odgers, Girard College. 
RIichaux and His French Associates, Gilbert Chinard, 

Princeton University. 

This program shoulcl prove of unusual interest not 
only because of the subjects and speakers announced, 
but also because the therne of this rneeting has been 
proposed as the field which should be especially culti- 
~ a t e dby our library. This nieeting should enable us 
to assess the present value of our libra'y in  this field 
and to learn of the gaps which should be filled if i t  is 
to be a n  important aid in  this department of llistorical 
research. 

As usual the society will provide hotel entertain- 
ment for  non-resident members and specially invited 
guests. 

E u w r ~G. CONRLIN, 
Execlctive Oficer 

OFFICERS O F  T H E  AMERICAN ASSOCIA- 

T ION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT O F  


SCIENCE 


A FULL aceount of the Dallas rneeting of the Arner- 
ican Assoeiation for  the Advaneerrlent of Science and 
the scientific societies associated -with it, edited by the 
peririanent secretary, will be printed in  the issue of 
SCIENCEfor February 6. 


Officers fo r  1942 were elected as follo~vs : 


President 

Dr. Arthur El. Couzpton, University of Chicago. 

Pice-presidenfs avd Cljnirnten of fhe Xectione 

Mnlhematios ( A ): hIarshall H. Stone, Harvard University. 
Physics (B) : A. J. Dernpster. University of Chicago. 
Chemistry (C) : J. 11. Iiildebrand, Unioersity of Califor- 

nia, Berkeley. 


