
a great deal which is useful for  the production of such 
low temperatures as may be attained by nlechanical 
means and the book is therefore of interest for re-
search of a more acadeniic natul-e. 

Since the value of a boolc dealmg ~ ~ i t h  a rather spe- 
cialized subject depends so greatly on the detailed 
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I n  summary the r e v i e ~ ~ e r  feels that this boolc should 
be very useful in  its field of application and would be 
more so if greater einphasis had been placed on 
experimental data. 

ATOMS 
Tlze Wor ld  a?zd the Ato??ts. By C. &!OI.LER and E. 

nature of the information presented, the f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  
brief description of contents is given. After a short 
introcluction dealing v i th  general principles involved 
in gas separation the author reviews in Chapter I 
the gas nlistures of greatest ilnportance from the in- 
dustrial point of viev. As a preparation for  the 
problems involved in the separation and therefore of 
primary iillportarice fo r  the design of the separating 
plant, the equilibrium of vapor-liquid systems ( b i n a q  
and ternary) is treated in  Chapter 11. While tlie 
di~cussion is presented in a n  entirely adequate man- 
ner sonie readers will no doubt firid it  necessary to 
consult more detailed texts. F o r  instance, although 
frequent use is made of the phase rule no explicit 
statenlent of it  is made. This chapter also contains 
useful ecluilibrium diaparns fo r  a number of gas mix- 
tures (pp.  44-59). The methods of gas separation 
and a discussion of the pel-tinent thermodynamical 
principles are presented in Chapters 111and IV,  and 
in Chapter V refrigeration as applied to gas liqne- 
faction is treated in  detail. The relnainder of the 
book is concerned with the separation of special gas 
mixtures the most important of which is air. Chap-
ters V I  to IX are devoted to a discussion of the 
types of separation plants, the efficiericy of various 
separation lnethods arid the effect of the non-binary 
character of air, with especial reference to the ex-
traction of rare gases from the atmosphere. The 
final chapters, X to X I I ,  deal with coke-oven gas, the 
production of niethane and helium and the separation 
of olefines from cracker gas. 

R~sl izoss~2; ,with a foreword by SIELSBOER. 
Translated from the second Danish Edition. 193 
pages and 40 figures. D. Van Nostrand Cornpan>-, 
1940. $2.75. 

THAT"The World and the Atoms" gives to its react- -
ers an admirable account of the fascinating ciiscoveries 
of modern pliysics and of tlie iniportant basic concepts 
to which they have led is in  itself a sufficient recom- 
menclation of this niost enjoyable book. I t  is perhaps 
equally noteworthy that the complementary nature of 
theory and experiment, so essential f o r  the progress 
of physical science: is more than adequately expressed. 
The development of atomic pliysics starting from the 
discovery of radium and cullninating i n  the contem- 
porary researches into the atomic nucleus is traced in 
a very logical and understandable manner-with no 
nlatheinatics lllore complicated than multiplication. 
I t  is unfortunate that the date of writing prevented 
more than a brief mention of cosrnic radiation. 

While no serious fault is to be found with the trans- 
lator's version the substitution of brass f o r  lnessiltg 
(facing page 78), socli~mtfor  rzatriztna (Fig. 14) and 
t u t ~ g s t ~ v  (Fig. 21) would have been pre- for  t t l o l f ra>~~  
ferable. Fig. 27 contains a nlisprint in that the last 
element of the radioacti7-e chain pictured should be a n  
isotope of lead and is therefore stable rather than 
atabbe. 

hl. E. ROSE 
BARTOLRESEARCHFOUXDATIOX 
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T H E  PROTECTION O F  MICE AGAINST IN-


FECTION W I T H  AIR-BORNE INFLU- 

ENZA VIRUS BY MEANS O F  PRO- 


P Y L E N E G L Y C O L V A P O R  


SINCEour earlier report on the germicidal a ~ t i o n  
of certain glycols dispersed as  fine droplets (aero- 
sols),l we have found that the vapors of these com- 
pounds exert a rapid and highly bactericidal effect on 
air-suspencled bacteria."ur studies show that the 

10. H. Robertson. E. Bim,  B. I?. IIiller and Z. Balrer,--,
SCIENCE,93 : 213, 1941. 

2 0.1%. Robertson, E. Bigg, B. F. Miller, 2. Baker and 
T. T. Puck, Transactions of Assoc. of Amer. Physicians. 

lethal action of glycol aerosols is due principally t o  
the liberation of gas by rapicl evaporation of the 
aerosol droplets. When employed i n  the gaseous for111 
the anlounts of glycol required for  effective air sterili- 
zation a re  much smaller than when the substance is 
introduced as a n  aerosol. Continued accuinulation of 
evidence indicates that propylene glycol is the agent 
of choice for  this method of killing air-borne bacteria 
because of its high bactericidal activity and low toxic- 
ity for  the bocly as  compared with other glycols. 

I n  order to test the action of propylene glycol vapor 
on influenza 1-irus it was first necessary to  devise a 
simple ancl effecti7-e means of recovering this virus 


