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sponsibilities and duties that came naturally with the 
directorship of a large observatory. Rut whereas 
heavy directorial duties weigh down many a good man 
they seemed in the case of Plaskett to stir him to 
greater and more intense activity. He frankly en-
joyed the job and the freed0111 that it gave him. 1 
shall always remember his saying, "As a director i t  is 
your privilege to ask advice from many people, con- 
sider all suggestions carefully and then do as you 
please." 

It is iinpossibIe to appreciate J. S. Plaskett without 
considering his happy faxnily relations. Mrs. Plaskett 
ancl his son Harry played a very important part in his 
life. Plaskett was a strong Inan who could on occasion 
be sharp and blunt, and he needed the sweetness and 
kindness of Mrs. Plaskett. I doubt whether any 
astronomer of the present generation will ever think 
of him without picturing his n~i fe  somewhere in the 
background, not very far  away. The success of Harsy 
H. Plaskett, who after some years a t  Victoria went to 
Harvard and from there as Sarilian professor of 
astronomy to Oxford, meant a great deal to his father. 
Earry  Plaskett was in no s~nall measure the cause of 
his father's expanding his field of research from eclips- 
ing binaries and routine radial velocities to include 
spectral studies and general research on stellar 
motions. I n  knowing the elder Plaskett we can not 
overlook the contributions made by his wife and son. 

Plaskett's name will go down in astronomical his- 
tory as that of a leading designer of astronomical 
instruments, an untiring contributor of basic obser- 
vations and a keen analyst through whose work our 
knowledge of the galactic system and its component 
stars was greatly advanced. Above all, hoxvever, we 
shall remember Plaskett as the man who placed 
Canada among the leading nations in astronomical 
research. We expect of the Canadian astronomers, 

present and future, that they carry on in the tradition 
established by Plaskett. 

BARTJ. BOE 
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DEATHS AND MEMORIALS 
SIRARTHURTTILLIBX HILL, since 1922 director of 

the Royal Botanical Gardens a t  Kew, was killed on 
November 3 when thrown from his horse while riding. 
He was sixty-six years old. 

DR. JOHXERIC WELIK, emeritus professor of chem- 
istry and physics a t  Bethany College, Lindsborg, 
Kans., died on October 23. Dr. Rrelin mas a native 
of Stockholm, Sweden. H e  was graduated from Au- 
gustana College and the University of Kansas. He 
served as a teacher a t  Bethany College beginning in 
the year 1891, and was elected emeritus professor in 
1937. 

A PLAQUE in memory of Dr. William North Rice, 
since 1918 professor emeritus of geology and natural 
history a t  RTesleyan University, three times acting 
president of the institution, was unveiled in Xernorial 
Chapel on Novexnber 8. Dr. Rice died in 1928 a t  the 
age of eighty-four years. 

AT noon on October 26, two-score friends of Dr. 
Robert Thomas Hill met a t  the foot of Round Moun- 
tain, seven miles west of Comanche, Texas, and after 
appropriate ceremonies, climbed the slope and scat- 
tered his ashes on the summit. It was on Round 
Mountain where in the eighteen serenties the orphaned 
printer boy, Robert Hill, first found fossil shells. 
His curiosity was aroused and from this place as a 
starting point he worked out the Comanche series 
now recognized wherever geology is taught. Dr. Hill 
died at Dallas, Texas, on July 28, 1941, aged eighty- 
t~voyears. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

T H E  SCHOOL O F  PUBLIC HEALTH O F  T H E  

UNIVERSITY O F  MICHIGAN 
THE Rockefeller Foundation and the W. K. Icellogg 

Foundation each contributed last January the sun1 of 
$500,000 to be used in the establishment of a School 
of Public Health a t  the TJniversity of Nichigan. As 
already announced in SCIENCE,Dr. Henry F. Vanghan 
has been appointed dean of the school. Dr. Vaughan 
is a son of the late TTictor C. lraughan, who was from 
1891 until his death in 1929 dean of the 3ledical 
School of the university. 

According to an account of the plans of the nem 
school in T7~s3fichigart Abnznus, until this year, the 
M.P.I-I. degree has been granted for thirty hours of 
academic work. Forty-eight hours are requised for 

the degree now, with one year, a t  least, spent in the 
university and not less than twe l~e  of the forty-eight 
hours given to field work. The practical experience is 
to be gained under the approval and direction of the 
School of Public Health, with a t  least six months to 
be devoted to it. 

The program is set u p  so that after one year of 
study at Michigan the student enters the field of public 
health as a worker, either specializing in some branch 
~ r i t h  which he wishes to become particularly familiar 
or  dividing his experience anlong several types of 
public health work for the purpose of gaining a gen- 
eral background. Not until after this practical ex-
perience is conlpleted does the School of PubIic Health 
grant the degree. 


