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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
T H E  MATHEMATICIANS OF AMERICA AND 

OF SOVIET RUSSIA 

THE Soviet Embassy has recently received for  trans- 
mission to Soriet mathematicians a statement of soli- 
darity signed by a number of their most distinguished 
Anlericaii colleagues. 

The document carries signatures of ninety-three 
mathematicians of forty-seven A~ilerican u n i ~  ersities 
and colleges. Professor llaritoii  illorse, president of 
the American 3Iathematical Society, anrl Dr. George 
D. Birlchoff, Perkins professor of mathematics at Har -  
w r d  T_-niveraity, are signers, as are eight past presi- 
clents of the society. 

The statement reads as follo~vs: 

TTe, the undelsigned nlatl~enlatieians of the United 
States, send our greetings and expless OUT llealtfelt sym- 
pathy to our colleagues of tlie Soviet Union in the11 strug- 
gle against Hitler faseisnl. TT7hat the future of mathe-
maties mould 1~e in a Hitiel-dominated norld Ire knolv 
from tlie unprecedeilted destruction of matlie~natiesi11 

Gerinaily after the ailveilt of Hitler. TTTe are deeply im- 
pressed by tlie lieroic stailil of the Soviet peoples and 
know that the mathematicians of the Soriet Uilioil are 
doing tlieir part in this supreme effort. 

Tlie bonds bet~reen mathematicians in tlie United States 
aiid the Soviet Uilioil are particularly strong since during 
the past two decades the center of 1%-orld nlatheinatics has 
steadily shifted to tliese t~vo countries. TTe kno~r inanv 
of you personally and more of you througli your scientific 
writings. We knolv that you are fighting aloilgside your 
fellow couilt~rinen in their hrare struggle against tlie In- 
vading tyrant and we assure you that TT-e liere are doing 
everything i11 our pore7 to aid all peoples struggling 
against fascism. 

With best wishes for a successful fight against the eril 
forces of fascism, we remain, fraternally, your colleagues 
in the United States. 

Included alnoiig the signers are the followiiig mem- 
bers of the National -Icademy of Sciences : 

Professols H. Bateman, of the Califolnia Tiistltute of 
Teclinologp; G. D. Birlihoff, of Harrard Universltp; G. 
A. Bliss, of the Uairersitp of Chicago; S. Lefschetz, of 
Princeton Unirersity; G. A. &filler, of the Uiliversity of 
Illinois; 19.Morse, of the Illstltute for Advanccd Study; 
W. F. Osgood, of Harvard University; J. F. Ritt, of Co- 
lumbia Uaiversity; E. B. Van Veeli, of the Uai~ersity of 
Wisconsin; 0. Veblea, of the Institute for Advailced 
Study; J. von Ncumann, of the Institute for Adpaneed 
Study; J. L. TValsh, of Harvard Unirelsity; N. TT'iener, 
of the Alassacliusetts Institute of Technologp, and E. T. 
Bell, of the California Institute of Techaology. 

N E W  TYPHUS VACCINE BEING TESTED IN  
BOLIVIA 

AXOXGthe problems that health authorities keep 
constantly in l~i ind is that of typhus ferer,  which 

made such ravages during and after the last war. Re-
cently a new raccine against typhus fever v a s  de-
veloped by Dr. Cox, Public Health Service, I-Iarnilton, 
i\lontana, xi-hich it  is hoped will be both effective and 
suitable fo r  inass prodnction. I t  has produced a high 
degree of immunity in laboratory aninla1 tests, but in  
~ r d e rto prore its efficiency, a trial must be made on 
large groups of people. Experiments could not be 
conducted in the T_;nited States because the form of 
typhus n o ~ v  present in this country is not the "Euro- 
pean" type. The first attempts at  testing the raccine 
took place in the Balkans, Spain aiid C,hina but were 
frustrated by the Tar .  When the possibility of mak- 
ing these trials in one or more of the American re-
publics came under consideration, it was decided to 
approach the nlatter through the Pan  American Sani- 
tary Bureau, the coordinating public health agency 
of tlie Americas. One of the chief functions of the 
bureau is the prevention of the international spread 
of clisease, it beiiig authorized by the Pan Biiierican 
Sanitary Code to ~uiclertake scientific research to this 
end. The bureau communicated ~v i th  various Latin 
American countries in ~vhich louse-borne typhus is 
found and v-ith the cooperaticil of the Bolivian au-
thorities it  T17as decided to send a commission to 
Bnliria t,o inake a trial of the vaccine ainoilg 10,000 
Bolivian Indians. I11 order to conduct the experi-
ment, it is planned that half the nlembers of every 
household, in the area chosen for  the study, are to be 
raccinated with typhus vaccine, to a total of 5,000 
persons. The disease incidence in the raccinated and 
the unvaccinuted groups is then to be compared. I n  
cases \vhere the family refuses to have only half of 
its ~neilibers vaccinated, it is thought desirable to in- 
ject the other half mith the pneumococcus pneumonia 
~accine,  thus using the opportunity to conduct also a 
pneul~loiiia study. Dr. R .  E. Dyer, assistant director 
of the Kational Institute of EIcalth, and his colleague, 
Dr. N. H .  Topping, have been in La Paz, Bolivia, to 
7T7ork in cooperation ~ ~ ~ i t h  authorities, whoBolivian 
are giving their TT-hole-heartecl assistance. The experi- 
ment may recluire as long as nine months. I t  is pos- 
sible that silnilar studies may be undertaken elsewhere 
should circurustances justify them. 

T H E  WARTIME SERVICE OF BIOLOGICAL 
ABSTRACTS 

JOHSE. FT~BXN.editor-in-chief of Biologicnl A h -
. i t ~ n c t s ,Universitx of Pennsylvania, writes that mith 
each nloiith of the continuance of the war cliffusioii of 
knor\~ledge of current scientific advances becomes more 
and more difficult and uncertain. 

T h e n  the war broke out and the blockacle n a s  im- 
posed, the receipt by Siilerican libraries of scientific 


