
~noiterri lrnowledge of the endocrine action of tlle 
ovaries. Before 1917 attempts to isolate ovarian in- 
ternal secretions were seriously llandicapped by tlle 
lack of a specific test fo r  what to-day is called mstro- 
genic ac.tion. I n  that year Stockard and Papanicolaou 
S ~ ~ O T Y C C ~that the cestrous cycle in the guinea pig is asso- 
ciated wit11 cyclical changes in the -~ag ina l  epithelium. 
Shortly afterwards Allen found that in  the mouse, too, 
rrstrus is assoiiated with a specific vaginal phase, and 
f r o ~ u  this discorely it was a, short step to his and 
L3oisy's successful application of tlie vaginal smear 
technique as  a test l o r  the cestrogenic action of 
ovarian extracts. Once extracts with demonstrable 
wstrogen~c activity were niade available, tlle door was 
open to the chenlical isol;~tion, analysis and synthesis 
of pure cestrogens. Although Allen did not share in 
this later chernical ~vorlr, the18c can be little cluestion 
that it would have pror-ecl impossible ~vitllout the 
silliplc bio-assay nicthod which he developed. 

"Allen's second major nchicvexnent was his clernon- 
slration in 1926 of tlre fact that tlie follicular phase 
of the uterine cycle i n  n~onliegs and man is under* the 
control of wstrogenic hormone. All later work on the 
pritrratc cycle emerges frolri this finding, and Allen's 
own subsequerit investigations have a significant place 
in  the structure of present Bnolvledgc of the subject. 
IIis coatribution does not rest hcrc. Allen is that 
rarc  colnbination of resetircli workcr and administra- 
tor who is ablc to stimulate in  youngcr rl~en a stronq 
and lasting intercst in  1,escarch. His laboratory is 
one of tlle nlost productive in tlle United States, and 
whilc the Baly Medal is a recognition of past wol-k, 
endocrinologists the morld orcr  know that Allen's lab- 
oratory ki l l  prove no less successful in the future than 
it has in the past." 

AWARDS OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY 

THE Priestley Medal of the Arl~erican Clle~nical So- 
ciety was presented on Bepteniber 8 to Dr. Thomas 
AIidgley, Jr. ,  vice-president of Ethyl Gasoline Cor- 
poration, a t  the opening ses4on of the one hundred 
anil second nlceting. Dr. Midgley, discoverer of trtra- 
ethyl lead a, an anti-knock agcnt in  gasoline, was 
honored for  outstanding achieve~~lcntin chernical 
science. 

The $1,000 prize in  pixre cherllistry, a~varded anna- 
ally to a che2ni.t under thirty-six years of age, and 
sponsored this pear hp Alpha Clii Sigrna, the national 
scientific fratcvnity, 75-as presented to I)r.. I i a r l  A. 
Follcrrs, of the l\lerclr and Company, Inc., for  i~npor -  
tant contributions in  thp field of organic cheri~istry. 
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Dr. Folkers has isolated many rare  alkaloids from 
tropical plants arid has conducted intensive research 
in the lielits of vitanlins and pyria~idines. 

Professor Willian~ Lloyd Evans, of the Ohio State 
University, president of the society, made tlle pscseri- 
tations. In a n  address accepting the Priestley AKedal, 
ahich is awarcled o r m  every three years, Dr. Midgleg-, 
who i- chairillan of the hoal*cl of dircetors of the so- 
ciety, gave a denlonstration of spectacular industrial 
development~ arisilrg from research with which hr  
has been associated (luring the past twenty years. 

By rne:tns of a n  actual gasolir~e engine, chen~icnl 
apparatus, 111otion plctures arid s l jde~,  Dr. NicXglry 
dcl~~onstratcdthe effecat of anti-knoczk nlaterial in a 
running engine; tlle non-toxic, rron-infla~nluable prop- 
erties o f  certain organic fluoridcs largely responsible 
for  a great portion of the air-conditioning industry; 
tlle expcrirnents through ;hVhicll he and his aqsociates 
discovered that rubber containing oxygvn could be 
vulcan~eed by the addition of Grignard reagents, and 
the process of comlnercially extraeting bromine frorn 
sea vate el-. 

Iris di\co\ t,ry ill 1922 of tetra-ethyl lead as a n  anti- 
knock agent was n~nite after he and his colleagues in 
the Generill n~rotors Rcscarch J~aboratorjes had tried 
rt~ore than 33,000 /lilTcr.ent c l~en~ical  eornponnds vith- 
out succcss. Dr. Midglcy was born in Beaver Falls, 
Pa., in  1889 and is a graduate of (lo]-nell ITniversity. 
I-Ie holds the Nichols Medal of the New Tork Section 
of tlle socicty, and thc I'erkin Medal of tlle Society 
of Chcrriical Industry. The honorary dcgrce of doctor 
of science was conferred upon hi111 by IVooiter Col- 
lcge. l l e  is a fcllow of thc American Association 
for  the Advanceuient of Science. I n  Septenlber, 
1910, Dr. Midgley was stricken with infantile paralg- 
sis. Despite Elis disability, howercr, he is actively 
participating in the convention procaeedings. 

Dr. Follcers was born in  Ilecatur, Tll., in  1906. I Ic  
received the degree of bachelor of science wit11 honors 
from tlic. University of Illillois in 1928, and the de- 
gree of doctor. of l,hilosophy in 1931 from the T7ni- 
versity of JTTisconsin. I Ie  was a teaching assistant in 
1928 and a research assistant and fellow in 1929-31 
a t  the Univcmity of IVisconsin, and a post-doctorate 
research Ilt~llo.cl- in  organic cheiniitry fro111 1931 to 
1934 a t  the Sterling Chenlistry Lab0ratol.y of YaIr 
Uni7-ersity. EIe ii the author and co author of many 
pnblications in  the field of organic c~hcnliblsy. IIe 
joined Mercli and Conipany in 193k, anil four years 
later was apl3ointed as i s tan t  director of iesearch. 
ns. $'olkrrs mas co-recipient in  19-10 of the Neacl 
Johnson and Corllpany Award for research on thc 
vitamin B coruples. 


