
increasing values as the deposit is approached. From a 
study of the relative distribution of the rarious types of 
hydrocarbons present, i t  is possible to predict whether 
the accumulation mill consist of gas or oil." 

This nletllod has already assisted in the discovery of 
several nerv oil and gas fields and has aided in determining 
the probable limits of production in  other newly discov- 
ered fields.-JAMES STOKLEP. 

ITEMS 
STUDY of the inheritance of physical defects and ten- 

dency to diseases in human beings mill be undertaken a t  
the University of Michigan, as the result of the establish- 
nient of a department of human heredity in the laboratory 
of vertebrate genetics, and of a heredity clinic to be 
Itoused in the hospital of the university. The new depart- 
ment and clinic will be closely associated with the medical 
school. Although one or two clinics of this kind have been 
established in Europe, none has hitherto been established 
in this country. Among the subjects selected for special 
attention are hereditary dental abnormalities, body pro- 
portions and growth, speech defects and deafness. 

d GREAT iron meteorite weighing nearly a ton, found 
by a plowboy in a Georgia field, has been brought to the 
Smithsonian Institution for study and display in the U. S. 
National Museum. It is the second largest object of its 
Iiind ever found east of the Mississippi. The meteorite, 
~vhich was buried about two feet deep in the red soil of a 
cotton field, was struck bp the blade of the plorv. Since 

the soil of this particular part  of Georgia is almost en-
tirely free from rocks, the boy's curiosity led him to dig 
dorvn to the obstruction. H e  managed to break off a 
small piece, which was eventually sent to the Smithsonian 
Institution for identification. d visit to the locality bv 
E. P. Henderson, of the staff, and C. W. Coolre, of the 
U. S. Geological Survey, folloxrred, and arrangements were 
made for the transfer of the meteorite to Washington. 

DESTRUCTION,scatteril~g and isolation, brought by war 
to the principal scientific collections of the Old World, 
enhanee the inlportance of similar collections in American 
museums and universities. The 17 million specimens in the 
natural history collections of the Smithsonian Institution, 
comprising everything from pressed wildflox~ers to human 
skulls, take on increased significance as scholars become 
unable to travel abroad in normal fashion. T h e n  a new 
species of plant or animal is discovered, a representative 
specimen is deposited-usually the first specimen collected 
-in one of the larger museums. This is known as the 
type specimen. I t  is used for comparison with other speci- 
mens collected later, to make absolutely certain of their 
identity. Many of the type specimens in Old World col- 
lections have already been destroyed; others have been 
removed and hidden in safe places. But even where they 
have thus escaped destruction, they are not a t  present 
available for study. Furthermore, practically all impor- 
tant collections in continental Europe are out of reach of 
14mesieans and British, as the collections in Britain and 
America are unavailable to continental scholars. 

LABORATORY DIET MATERIALS SMACO 
PACKED IN HERMETICALLY SEALED TINS 

Vitamin A Test Diet-U.S.P. XI Diet for the Production of Egg 
Vitamin 3 Complex Free Diet White Injury 
Rachitogenic Diet Vitamin Free Casein 

No. 2-U.S.P. XI Salt Mixture No. 2-U.S.P. XI 

Bio-assay protocols available zipon reqziest 

These products are prepared according to methods specifically devel- 
oped to meet the strict requirements of our on7n research laboratories. 

Complete injorrnation on prices, quanfities, etc., supplied upon  request 
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T HROUGH the cold dank dusk a watcher 
scans the gaps between the scattered clouds. 

His first glimpse of oncoming bombers sounds the 
alarm that sends thousands to  the safety of their 
shelters and the defenders to their duties. Four 
thousand miles away, aboard a heavily laden 
freighter, the captain studies the silhouette of a 
ship on the horizon, to determine whether friend 
or foe. This is serious work for binoculars, work 
worthy of those known as the world's finest. 

Bausch & Lomb is a builder of such binoculars. 
Producer, too, of many other instmments that 
utilize the principles of optical science to the 

advaricement 'of the common good; of metal- 
lographic microscopes, through the use of which 
.research physicists.obtain more nearly impenetra- 
ble armorplate--or build extra thousands of miles 
into your next automobile engine; of spectrographs 
that analyze the chemical composition of crude 
oil--or of a die casting; of spectacle lenses that 
open up a world of learning t o  a school child whose 
mind might have been dulled by defective vision. 

BAUSCH & LOMB 
OPTICAL CO. . ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 

E S T A B L I S H E D  1853 

A N  AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION PRODUCING O P T I C A L  CLASS A N D  INSTRUMENTS 
FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE, EDUCATION, RESEARCH, INDUSTRY A N D  EYESIGHT CORRECTION. 


