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T H E  ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY I N  T H E S E  TIMES1 
By FAIRFIELD OSBORN 

PRESIDEKT OF  THE h'IW PORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

ITis during the days of confusion and crisis in  hu- 
man affairs-not in  the days of tranquility-that the 
value of any public institution can best be determined. 
"Measure one's strength in the hours of storm, not in  
the lull of a summer's noon." 

I t  is therefore extraordinarily gratifying to report 
that, for  the Zoological Society, the year 1940 n7as one 
of unusual progress and development. I take this as 
a symbol. I t  is no accident. I t  is affirmation of the 
fact that the Society, through the two great institu- 
tions under its management, through its scientific 
work, through its educational activities, is providing 
the public not only mith things i n  which people find 
enjoyment or recreation-but mith influences that must 
become more and more a part  of people's conceptions 
of life as a whole. Man, to his own distress, is obscur- 
ing many of the truths which affect all life--including 
his own. Expressed in its broadest terms, the Zoo- 
logical Society exists in  order to tell people the story 
and meaning of life on this earth as expressed through 
the myriad and varied forms of living creatures. I t  
is a symphony of vast and powerful undertones-mil- 
lenniums of time, evolutionary changes, adaptations 
to environment. I t  is, a t  the same time, a symphony 
of overtones-of beauty, of strangeness, of gayety- 
even of humor. Some day, if our plans and visions 
map be realized, the words "zoo" and "aquarium" mill 
attain a broader significance, one which to-day we can 
but dimly be aware of. 

We are proceeding on the principle that mhile the 
present vast preparations of the nation to cope with 
world conditions are paramount, i t  is, a t  the same 
time, necessary-in a sense more necessary than in 
normal times-to carry forward those activities which 
bring recreation and mental enjoyment to the public. 
Further, our organization is an interpreter of nature, 
and mho is to say that the troubles civilization is 
cursed with to-day do not arise, in  large part,  from a 
lack of comprehension of nature's lams? 

There is, of course, another reason for  pressing for- 
ward ~igorously with the work of institutions such as 
ours. Only i n  this hemisphere can it  now be done. 
There is a saying of the Ancient Greeks, "Keep the 
torch alight !" 

There is not time here to present you with any de- 
tailed report as to  our affairs. These will come out 
in  our Annual Report, which will be sent to you. On 
the other hand, I do want to touch on some imme- 
diate realities and to inform you i n  what respects the 

1 Read hefore the annual meeting of the society, a t  the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York, January 14. 

year 1940 has proved so important i n  our develop-
ment. Let me summarize the highlights. I shall com- 
mence mith a report as to the "necessary element," 
shall me say the "sinews of progress." 

Cash donations amounted to $121,000. Here is a 
significant fact. All these funds were received from 
men active in  affairs mho are keenly interested in for-
warding our purposes-as distinguished from funds 
received through legacies. Further, all this money 
came from trustees and nletllbers of the society. I n  
this is included the magnificent gift  from an indi-
vidual who wishes to remain anonymous. This gift  
has made possible the building of the new African 
Continental Exhibit in the Park. I might point out 
that the 1940 donations are the highest received in 
any one year since 1928 and the highest received for  
actual improvements, as contrasted with funds desig- 
nated for  general endowment within the last tmenty- 
five years. 

I am i n  danger of creating a misunderstanding. 
Endomed funds are obviously vital for  our long-term 
planning, and a legacy for  mhatever purpose-well, 
need I say more! P e t  the nature of the past year's 
support is most attractive. I t  is good for  men to live 
to see the progress that their generosity makes pos- 
sible ! 

Why should me receive funds and for  what new 
purposes mill they be used? 

First, m7e have evolved and devised new conceptions 
of what a zoological park or aquarium should be. F o r  
the first time in any zoological park here or abroad, 
n7e are carrying out plans, on a broad scale, of exhibit- 
ing our live collections according to their distribution 
by continents. This is a basic change, anrl will pro- 
vide the public mith an infinitely clearer understand- 
ing of the history and relationships of animal life on 
this earth. 

Further, me are deter~nined, in  so f a r  as possible, to  
take our animal collections out "from behind the 
bars." I n  a few moments you mill see some moving 
pictures of lions taken only last week in their new 
freedom in the Zoological Park. I haven't the least 
doubt that from now on you, our nlenlbers and friends, 
together with the public a t  large, mill agree that we 
must, to the greatest extent possible, liberate our 
unique collections fro111 many of their present types 
of cramped enclosures. The atlit~lals are entitled to  
it, and the public mill get a f a r  better conception of 
the beauty and behavior of animal life if we carry 
through a general program of exhibiting our collec-
tions in  areas expressive of freedom and of natural 
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environment. Frorn the point of view of public psy- 
chology this is of vital importance. 

TTe are making another departure, which can best 
be described by telling you that on the great entrance 
walls to the new African Exhibit tliere will be initten 
the story of tlle development of life on the continent 
of Africa through tens of milliol~s of years. We be- 
lieve this plan will prose to be an example of popular 
education in zoology in its niost effective form. Here 
again, as far  as we knoxv, no such ideas have ever been 
carried out by any other zoological park. The treat- 
ment we have in mind will not find its parallel in any 
Inuseuni. I innst take this occasion, however, to ex- 
press our deep gratitude to our sister institution, the 
American &Iuseum of Natural History, for the in- 
valuable help it has given ns i11the preparation of the 
mate~ial  involved. 

KOIV, as to scientific objectives. Perhaps .rve can 
best illustrate our intention of pressing forward with 
our scientific work on all fronts by informing you that 
in 1940 the Board of Trustees voted a larger aniount 
of money for the encouragement of our scientific work 
than in an7 previous year in tire bibtory of the qociety. 
There is one new angle concerning which I ~ ~ i s hto tell 
you. T e  are working on plans to make the society a 
clinical center, not only as regarcls the greater City of 
Kew York, but for thc country as a whole, for the 
study of animal diseases in their relatioilship to 
human disease problems. Raymond Docliez, whotxi we 
have had the 11onor to elect to our Board of Trustees 
to-night, is, tvitli many others, helping us in for~nulat- 
ing this program. And we hope to gain the financial 
support during the current year x~*hich will enable us 
to get this program under way. Its sigaificance in 
connection trith huma~i health of the future may well 
be greater than any of US can now foresee. 

I have been speaking of planq a t  the Park. Do not 
think that me are lacking for many new ideas in re- 
gard to the Aquarium. The solid n7alls of that 
century-old building prei-ent the application of most 
of them. Only through tlle medium of a new 
Aquarium builcling can justice be done to the miracle 
of marine life, presented through modern exllibition 
technique. 

The World's Fair  already seems like yesteryear. 
Our Exhibit Building provided enjoyment and instruc- 
tion to 399,000 visitors. This enterprise has proved 
of great value to the society in many different mays 
aud should be a matter of lasting satisfaction to that 
generous group among our trustees who nlade it pos-
sible. 

Our new general director, 3fr. Jennings, i~;it;Il his 
able assistant director? SIr. S~~-eeny, is bringing to our 
problenls not only the abilities r~yhich conte from wide 
elrperienoe in tne acinlinistration of a public institu- 
tion, but also a high degree of intelligence and en-
thusiasni in connection r i t h  the development of our 
popular education and scientific objectives. I t  is not 
possible to do ju~tice to the enth~~siasnl and creatiTe 

ahich is bemg done by oar entire staff. 
Mr. Jennings in his report has given you some idea 

of other activities which are going forward. The con- 
tinuity of really liberal snpport by the city govern- 
~nerit will depend, obviously, upon how effectively we 
function as a public institution serving our millions 
of visitors each year. I rcnlind you that 'tve have an 
enonnous annual visitor list, running to Gve million 
persons a year, far g r e a t ~ r  than that of any other 
institutioil of its kind in the greater city, or for that 
lnatter, in the country. 

I wish also to express appreciation for the coopera- 
ti011we are receiving from the cily government. Com-
nlissioner Xoses and his assistants in the Park De- 
partnlent are showing us the finest cooperation. The 
same, we are extremely glad to say, holds true for the 
attitude shown 11s by the mayor, the budget director 
and other city officials. 

One word as to membership. I do not think yon 
realize how you, ;y.ourselves, can help in dran-ing to 
us new n~enibers and friends. T;ITe greatly need that 
help. I wish also to tell 7011that at an early meeting 
of the board we intend to a~ilencl our by-1ax.s to pro- 
vide for a junior ~nelnbe~ship for children up to the 
age of 18,at  a reasonable anilual fee. ITc entertain 
great hopes in building up a following through the 
gears to come, among the youth of the city and 
neighboring cotnmunitie~.~ 

OBITUARY 
DAYTON CLARENCE MILLER Son of Charles Ti-ebstei* Dewel- Miller and Vienna 

Things are where things are, and as fate has (Ponlerog) Xiller, Dayton Clarence Miller was born 
willed, so sltaIl they be fulfilled. in Strongsville, Ohio, on March 13, 1866. His father, 

-Brozu?tirzg 2 In his cIosin~ remarks President Osborn stated that 

T;*ITH~~(l l less ,  the Zoolopieal s<cietg of the futare intended to placethe world of pilysics notes the pass- and greater emphasis, in with tfle un-
ing of Dr. Dayton Clarence Miller, ~ h o  died at his rlcalett coilecrions both at the Zoological Park and the 

ohio, on F~,~~~~~ tT>.eatg-4econ~ Aquarium, upon the interpretation of the meaning of ani-honle in ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ d ,  
mal life-in other ~ ~ o r d s ,  meansthe extension by elery

of this year. possible of the processes of popular education in aoology. 


