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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
T H E  HIGHLAND PARK ZOOLOGICAL 


GARDEN A T  PITTSBURGH 


THE city of Pittsbur& and the TW?A have, accord- 
ing to  Musrlrm News, during the past five years in- 
vestect together about $300,000 in modernizing the 
IIighland P a r k  Zoological Gardcn. The cxhibits have 
been doubled; and about 75 per cent. of the garden's 
40 acrcs o l  land havc bcen pu t  into active nse. At-
tcndance has hcen grcatly increaqcd, Stlnclay crowds 
reaching above 30,000. 

twccn underplanned and overplanned giving. With-

out any avoidable sacrifice of social inoincntum or 
long-term values, a follndation must do its share 
toward mccting thc nccds o l  thc moment. To kccp 
some sort of balallcc bctwecn thche two ways of doing 
soincthing lor  the wellare o l  mankind-the slolv np- 
building o l  mcdicinc and other iocial institutions, the 
quick rclief of human sabering-is a major task of 
privatc ~ h i l a n t l i n ~ o p ~  in war-tirne." 

I n  accordance with this policy, gifts amounting to 
New bear dens of thc barless type h a w  bccn b ~ ~ i l t ,  $135,000 were madc to meet spccial mar nwds through 

four  o l  them cut into thc natural cliff of the park. 
Native stone mas used l o r  floors ancl concrete for  
malls. Inbide cagcs bctwecn the dens house the bears 
at night. Stccl doors in these cages are  arrangcd so 
that thc ani~rials can be transfcrrcd from one cage to 
anothcr. 1'001s and stone piles havc bcen arranged to 
lend an atmosphere of natire habitat. Trces and 
shrubs hal-e bcen plantcd in  new top soil above and 
around the dens. The dens are 360 feet long and 60 
fcet wide; the rrioat, 1 3  fcct ~vidc and 1 5  fcct dccp. 
Other construction includes adaptation of the snakc 
pi t  lo r  display o l  badgers; an island of stonc and hard 
shale inside a six-foot rnoat fo r  raccoons; an island o l  
sand and loarn for  prairie clogs; lcnccd, drained and 
graded paddocks for  wild boar, elk, deer, water buffalo 
and antelope, with stone shelters and with mud wal- 
lows l o r  the clk and bnff'alo; concrete pools with run- 
ning watcr fo r  watcr-fowl, and an isolation house lo r  
sick animals. Scwer and water lines hare been con-
structcd to serve these adclitional facilities. 

Constn~ction is under way on a flying cage 56 fect 
wide, 128 leet long and 60 fcct high for  birds; a 
smaller cage for birds of prey;  fire acrcs of paddocks 
in  wooded land along lhc banks of ravines, and a 
nlonlcey island 55 by 72 fcct, with a 13-foot moat, for  
more than 100 monkeys. Also the nlain entrance of 
the garden has becn and the North andi l a p r o ~ ~ d  
South entrances arc  bcing reconstructed; turnstiles, 
guard houses and retaining walls are  bcillg built; 

and steps laid down, and flower gardcny planted. 

W O R K  O F  T H E  COMMONWEALTH FUND 

APPROPRIATIONSof approxinlately $2,000,000 for  
philanthropic purposes arc listed by the Common-
wealth Fund in its report fo r  the year ending Sep- 
teniber 30, 1940. A third of this amount was devoted 
to rnedical research and medical education, and nearly 
haE was earmarked for  other health services, includ- 
ing chiefly aid to  rural health departments and rural 
hospitals. 

Outlining the war-time policy of the fund, Barry C. 
Smith, general director, writes: "In such a time it is 
more necessary than ever to steer a middle coursc be- 

the American Red Cross, tlie Allied ReIiel Fund (now 
the British War  Relicl Socictv), the Finnish Relief 
E'und, the IIarvard Mcdical School Epidemiological 
Commission to Englancl and the assiitancc of English 
refugees. 

Because of the war, the numbcr of Britons studying 
in this country as Conlrnonwealth Fund fellows has 
becn cut from a normal quota o l  65 to 16. Twelve of 
thcsc are finishing a second year of work, having becn 
appointed in 1939, and are subjcct to recall by the 
Br~tisli, Australian or  Ncw Zealand Government. 
Four ncw appointees, all ineligible for  military service 
on incdical grounds, came to the LJnitcd States at  the 
beginning of the present college year. 

The Child Guidance Council supported by tlie lund 
to ~ r o m o t c  inental health work for  children in En- 
gland has been even more active than in peace-time, 
British workers reporting that child guidance methods 
have proved their uselulll(3sa among children evacuated 
from London and other cities. The council has shared 
in a special appropriation made by the British Gov- 
ernment for  mental hcalth work during the war. 

Appropriations made in this and former years meet 
all or a par t  of the current cost of 36 mcdical research 
projects a t  sixtccn different institutions. These are  
the Child Rcscarch Council of Dcnvcr; the Columbia- 
Presbyterian Medical Centcr; the Johns Hopkins Cni- 
versity School of IIygiene and Public IIealth; the 
Johns I I o ~ k i n s  University School of Medicine; the 
&Iemorial ISospital, NCW York; thc Harvard hkdical 
School; the IIouse of the Good Samaritan, Boston; 
the Irvington IIouse, Irvington, N. Y.; the Michigan 
Department of IIealth; the New York Hospital; the 
New York University College of Medicine; the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota; the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Medicine; the State Serum Institute, Copen- 
hagen; Washington University; the School of Medi- 
cine of Western Reserve University and the School 
of Medicine of Yale University. 

A five-year experiment in the control of tuberculosis 
in Berkshire County, Massachusetts, was completed in 
1940. The fund threw its weight behind a general 
forward movement in  local public health service and 


