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it can freely promote natural knowledge and fear- now come when we may well ponder them. By study- 
lessly, without prejudice, select committees qualified ing the Royal Society as described in its official 
to give expert advice and opinions and able to do so "Record," much may be learned of the conditions gov- 
disinterestedly. Not very long ago such freeclom and erning the effective organization of men of science 
independence were taken for  granted. But a time has and their disinterested service to society. 

OBITUARY 
CARL L.ALSBERG 

THE passing of Carl L. Alsberg on October 31, 
1940, represents indeed a loss, not only to the world 
of science, but even more so to those who had the 
privilege of knowing and ~vorking with him. That 
his loss mill be felt in many d~fferent quarters is due, 
in  large part, to the extraordinary breadth of his 
interests and an all-embracing curiosity mhicli led him 
into ever newer fields. His  life mas one of many 
transitions and to each new tas'k he brought, not only 
the wealth of great experience, but also a rare origin- 
ality of thought and quickness of perception. 

Born in New York Clty in 1877, his early education 
was not along conventional lines but took place entirely 
a t  home under the supervision of his mother, a woman 
of unusual intelligence, and his father, who mas a 
chemist. Khi le  still quite young, he entered Columbia 
University, from which he obtained a n  A.B. degree 
a t  the age of nineteen. His  early interest mas in bio- 
chemistry, probably traceable to the influence of his 
father, and as training for  his chosen field he studied 
medicine, taking an 1I.D. degree from Columbia in 
1900. Thereafter followed three years of scientific 
study and research at  the Cnivemities of Strassburg 
and Berlin, and upon his return to the United States 
he a a s  appointed assistant in phj-iical chemistry at  
Harvard University. His association mith that insti- 
tution in various capacities lasted u n t ~ l  1908, a t  which 
time he entered the service of the Bureau of Plant 
Industry in the United States Department of Agricnl- 
ture as  chemical biologist. I n  1912 he was selected 
to head the Bureau of Chemistry in the Department 
of Agriculture and served as bureau chief fo r  nine 
years, during mhich time he developed a keen interest 
in  problems of governmental policy and administla- 
tion. 

On the founding of the Food Research Institute a t  
Stanford Cniversity in 1921, he accepted appointment 
as one of the three original directors, his fellow direc- 
tors being Dr. Alonzo Taylor and Dr. Joseph S. 
Davis. With his removal to  the K e s t  Coast, Dr. 
Alsberg soon became deeply interested in problem3 
of the Pacific area, in particular those of food supply 
and their effect upon the population of the F a r  East  
and North America. The result mas his very active 
participation in the Institute of Pacific Relations, and 

for  years he served, not only as trustee, but also as 
chairman of the International Research Committee of 
that body. I-Ie was, in addition, a member of the 
Committee on Pacific Investigations, Di~ is ion  of For- 
eign Relations, of the National Research Council, and 
a member of the Pacific Coast Regional Committee of 
the Social Science Research Council. 

It mas at  the Food Research Institute that Dr. 
Alsberg first took an active interest in economics, a n  
interest stimulated by his close association with others 
concernecl primarily with the economics of food sup- 
ply. As a result, his energies mere given a new 
direction, to which a lengthy list of publications on 
various economic phases of the food industry can 
attest. H e  was in particular attracted by problems 
of food production and commoclity regulation, and in 
recent gears devoted much time to the study of these 
questions in relation to wheat and fats  and oils. 

On the whole, the years a t  Stanforcl represented a 
transition between the natural scientist and the social 
scientist, and with his appointment in 1938 as director 
of the Giannini Foundation and professor of agricul- 
tural economics a t  the University of California, this 
new development mas completed. Due to his own 
experience, Dr. Alsberg mas always deeply concerned 
mith the relationship betveen the physical and the 
social sciences. His  years of service to the former 
had confirmed his belief in the great worth of the 
natural sciences, not only per se, but as a discipline 
for  the scholar. H e  was especially fascinatecl by the 
problem of adapting the methods of research employed 
in the natural sciences to research in the social sciences 
and emphasized the value of scientific methods in his 
teaching. 

To give a list of Dr. Alsberg's publications and the 
many organizations in which he xras active tvould re- 
quire much space. Above all, i t  would give no genuine 
picture of his truly great contribution to science and 
to society, for much of this lies hidden in the enconr- 
agement and stimulus he has given to others. Never 
one to be sparing of his help, his suggestions and 
advice have led to the inauguration ancl conipletion of 
many works of scholarship and research, and even 
invention, which o t l~e~wise  seenmight not have the 
light of day. For  this he claimed no oreclit but the 
satisfaction of seeing a good piece of work well done. 
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His influence will live long after him in those who 
knew him. 

EDWINC. YOORHIES 
TEE GIANNINIFOUKDATIOP;OF 

AGRICULTUR~ILECOKOMICS, 

UXIVERSITY
O F  CALIF OR PI TI.^ 

RECENT DEATHS 
DR. WILLIAMJLTLIAK 1901ALBERT BLISS, from 

until his retirenlent in 1928 with the title professor 
emeritus, collegiate professor of physics a t  the Johns 
Hopkins University, died on December 27 in his 
seventy-fourth year. 

Roy BCRKETT SZ~ITH,professor emeritus of chem- 
istry a t  Colgate University, a ~neniber of the faculty 
for  37 years, died on December 25. H e  was sixty-five 
years old. 

DR.JOHN EARL GUBERLET, professor of zoology and 
member of the staff of the Oceanographic Labora-
tories of the University of JJ7ashington, died on De-
cember 30 in his fifty-fourth year. 

DR. WILLIAM BROIVNISG, emeritus professor of 
neurology of the Long Island College of Medicine, died 
on January 5 in his eighty-sixth year. 

DR. CLELIA DUEL &IOSHER,emeritus professor of 
hygiene a t  Stanford University, died on December 22 
a t  the age of seventy-seven years. 

HENRI BERGSON, professor of philosophy a t  the 
College of France from 1900 to 1921, died on January 
4 a t  the age of eighty-one years. 

JACQUES D'ARSONVAL,A R S ~ K E  professor ellleritus of 
esperinlental physiology at  the Sorbonne, Paris, died 
on December 3 1  a t  the age of eighty-nine years. 

Xatzcre reports the death of Professor Enlile Ar- 
gand, professor of geology, mineralogy and paleon- 
tology in the University of SeuchBtel, a t  the age of 
sixty-two years, and of Dr. JTilhelm Haberling, pro- 
fessor of the history of medicine in the Diisseldorf 
Academy of Medicine, a t  the age of seventy years. 

pROFEssoR date of birth E. 0. E~~~~writes : L L T ~ ~  
of ProfessorCharles milliam ~ o o d T ~ , o r t h  beenhas 
erroneously given as 8, 1866, in Men 
of Science,' ed. 6, p. 1575, 1938; 'A History of Ento- 
mology,' Macmillan Co., N. P.,p. 800, 1931, and SCI-
ENCE, Vol. 92, p. 570, 1940. The correct date is April 
26, 1865." 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

RESEARCH I N  T H E  FIELD O F  PHARMA- 

COPOEIAL REVISION 
D u R I N ~  athe pharmacopoeial Convention last yay, 

request was presented for  the publication from time 
to tirne of researcll problems, if would 

assist in the work of revision. To comply with this 
request the chairman of sub-committees have been re- 
quested to suggest in their 'pecial 
were particularly important. More detail will be given 
to any one who is interested in investigating one of the 
w b  jects suggested. 

The following subjects have been offered: 

A method for biological assay of Ergot that measures 
the content of both Ergotosine and Ergonovine types of 
alkaloids. 

An efficient and inexpensive metliod for biological as- 
say of Aconite and its preparations. 

statistical studies of the value of ~ ~ t i 
Serums in general practice. 

A suitable standard of assay for Rllounl based upon its 
Anthraquinone content. 

The comparative anato111y of the rhizomes and roots of 
Chinese huba arbs yielded by Rheum ojyicinale, R. pal-
matunt, R, palmatun& var. ta?~gutioum and hybrids be- 
tween these and other Rheum species including R. Rha-
ponticum. 

Further studies of tlie assays of Cantharidies, Ipecac 
and Capsicum. 

Chemical assay of Aconite and Aloe. 

The separation of Strychnine and Brucine. 
Tlie therapeutic value of reduced iron. 
The absorption of pure powdered electrolytic iron from 

the tract. 
Rapid, accurate method for the determination of the 

pH of distilled water. 
Further study of tlie limit of uusaturates test in Cyolo- 

propane. 
nletals > test for Diluted ~ y p O P ~ l O s P ~ O r O U Sacid. 

The sellsitivitg of tile flanle test for sodiuln in 
used as reagents, 

Oil of Cassia, tests and constants. 
Oil of Sutmeg, detection of Pinene or redistilled Oil of 

Turpentine' 
Oil of Peppermint, tests and constants (distinction be-

tween unrectified and rectified). 
of Fluidextract of Erg0t. 

Tincture of Digitalis. A study of the U.S.P. Tinc-
ture and a conlparison of the tincture made from defatted . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
drug to determine the difference, if any, in activity. 

cytogenetical study of Rheum oncinale, heu urn pal-
matum and other Asiatic Rhubarbs. 

A c~tOgenetical p'"purea. 

AT THE NEW UNIVER-
SITY 

OFFICERS FOR T H E  AIR CORPS 
THE College of Engineering of s e w  P o r k  Univer- 

sity will train fifty nlen evely three months as  Air  
Corps squadron engineering officers, beginning on 
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