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The institute was attended by many young doctors 
and other scientific ~ o r k e r s .  Papers Tvere published 
in its own journal, Archives des Scievces Biologigzces 
both in Russian and French, and in the best foreign 
journals. 

Here Pavlov did all his scientific work and com-
pleted classical experiments on digestion and condi- 
tioned reflexes. Many ~vell-known scientific men grad- 
uated from the institution and Inany papers mere pub- 
lished, some of them devoted to the discovet*ies made 
in the institute. A few of those who participated in 
its foundation are still living. Arnong these are Dr. 
S. N. Vinogradski (Paris) and Dr. V. G. Ushakov 
(Leningrad), who was a t  that time and later secreta1-y 
of the council of the institute. 

C O N F E R E N C E  I N  H O N O R  O F  L E T A  S. 
H O L L I N G W O R T H  

A COXFERENCEon Education f o r  the Gifted in 
honor of the late Professor Leta S. Hollingmorth was 
held a t  Teachers College, Columbia Cniversity, on De- 
cember 13 and 14. Dr. Tillinn1 F. Russell, dean of 
Teachers College, was honorary chairman of the con- 
ference and Dr. Herbert B. Bruner, professor of edu- 
cation, was chairman. The introduction to the printed 
program says: "This Conference on Education for  the 
Gifted is held in honor of Leta S. Hollingmorth, pro- 
fessor of education in Teachers College, whose un-
timely death last year brought to a close a brilliant 
career. Our discussions here are  designed to promote 
increased activity in the discovery and education of 
the gifted-the task to which she so earnestly devoted 
herself and which she considered of paramount im- 
portance in our national life." 

Speakers and their subjects a t  the opening meeting, 
over which Professor Lyman Brgson presided, in-
cluded Dr. Sicholas Murray Butler, president of Co- 
lumbia University, whose address was entitled '(The 
Basic Problem," and Dean TTilliam F. Russell, who 
spoke on "The Importance of Social Capillarity." 
They were followed by a presentation of "Xajor 
Problems Regarding the Gifted1'-The Place of the 
Gifted in Modern Life. I n  this discussion Lammot 
du Pont spoke from the viexvpoint of industry; Spen- 
cer Miller, Jr., from the viewpoint of labor, and 
Bishop Francis J .  McConnell, from the viewpoint of 
the ministry. Other speakers were Robert L. Thorn- 
dike, associate professor of education; Herbert 6. 
Bruner, professor of education, and David E .  Weg- 
leia, superintendent of schools, Baltimore, hfd. 

Friday afternoon was devoted to seminars, of which 
there r e r e  thirteen as follows: Who is the Gifted 
Child?; What Special Problcnls Are Encountered by 
the School Administrator in Providing for  the Educa- 
tion of the Gifted and How Mag These Proble~nr Be 
Solved?; What I s  the Place of the Gifted in  Modern 

Life?; Gifted Children: their Educational Needs; 
Education of Gifted Pupils in Secondary Schools; 
HOTVCan We Best Educate Teachers fo r  Work ~vi th  
Gifted Children?; What Are the Physical and lfental 
Health Problems of the Gifted and How Can They 
Best Be Met? ; Home Guidance of the Gifted Child; 
IIOTVCan JTe Release the Creative Energies and De- 
velop the Creative Capacities of the Talented Gifted 
Child?; Research Problenls in the Study of Gifted 
Children; How Do the Intellectually Gifted Evaluate 
Their Own Educational Experiences?; What Provi- 
sion Should Be Made for  the Education of Gifted 
Persons at  the College Level?; How Should a School 
Be Organized to Provide for the Xost Effective Edu- 
cation of the Gifted? 

At the evening session on Friday, presided over by 
Dr. Arthur I. Gates, professor of education, Professor 
Rudolph Pintiler gave an address on "Superior Abil- 
ity," and Dr. Edward L. Thorndike, professor emer-
itus, spoke on "Gifted Children in Cities and Towns." 

There mas a display of books and miscellaneous 
work of gifted children from various schools and of 
testing nlaterials and cumulative records, and demon- 
strations of tests on children of superior intelligence 
and a presentation of motion pictures taken by Dr. 
H o l l i n g ~ o ~ t h ,showing the work in the Speyer School. 

T H E  JOSIAH W I L L A R D  GIBBS LECTURES 

O F  T H E  AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL 


SOCIETY 


AT the meeting of the American llathernatical 
Society held a t  Vassar College in September, 1923, a 
resolution was adopted sanctioning the establishmeilt 
of an honorary lectureship to be known as  the Josiah 
Willard Gibbs Lectureship. The first lecture given un- 
der these auspices mas on Februarj- 29, 1924, by Pro- 
fessor M. I. Pupin, of Columbia University, on the 
subject, "Coordination." Professor Veblen was then 
president of the society, and the purpose of the lec- 
tureship can perhaps best be summed up  by quoting 
from his remarks in introducing the speaker. 

I11instituting the TTillard Gibbs Lectn~es, the Smerican 
JIIathcmatical Society has recognized the dual character 
of mathematics. Cn the one hand, mathematics is one of 
the essential enlanatio~ls of the human spirit,-a thing to 
be valued in and for itself. lilre art or poetry. Gibbs 
made notable contributions to this side of rrlatllernatics in 
his work on vector analysis aud mnltiple algebras. 

On the other hancl, mathematics is the handmaiden aild 
helper of the otller sciences, both in tlieir most abstract 
generalizations ancl in their most concrete applications to 
industry. I n  this field Gibbs may be justly described as 
transcendental,-even if T-ie think only of his .\vorlt in 
thermodynamics. His paper ((On the Equilibriunl of 
Heterogeneous Snbstaaces" is one of the foundation 
stones of physical chemistry. 

I t  is hoped that the Willard Gibbs Lectures will remind 


