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concerning which he published “Contribution to the
Optics of the Microscope” in 1919 and “Microscope
Theory” in 1924; and chemistry, in which he invented

and patented a new process for the distillation of

petroleum oils at low temperatures.

His publications in entomology are very extensive
and included nearly every field; systematic and eco-
nomic entomology, anatomy, physiology, toxicology,
ecology, apiculture and sericulture. A few of his most
outstanding works are: “A List of the Insects of Cali-
fornia” (1903), “The Wing Veins of Insects” (1906),
“Guide to California Insects” (1913) and “School of
Fumigation” (1915). He was the first editor and first
contributor to the University of California Publica-
tions in Entomology.

He was married to Leanora Stern in 1889, who bore
him three sons, Lawrence, Harold Evans and Charles
Bdward, and a daughter Elizabeth, all of whom survive
him. Following the death of his first wife, he was
married to Bernice Christopher in 1926. The latter
died in 1930.
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RECENT DEATHS
Dr. Tromas RussELL WILKINS, professor of phys-
ies at the University of Rochester, died suddenly on
December 10 at the age of forty-nine years.

Dr. GLapwyN KiNasuey NoBLE, eurator of the de-
partments of herpetology and experimental biology
of the American Museum of Natural History, with
which he had been connected since 1919, died on De-
cember 9 at the age of forty-six years.

Dr. F. W. Epwarps, since 1937 deputy keeper of
entomology at the British Museum (Natural History),
died on November 15 at the age of fifty-one years.

Dr. HrinricH KAYSER, emeritus professor of phys-
ies of the University of Bonn, known for his work in
spectrosecopy, died on October 14 at the age of eighty-
seven years. -

Nature reports the death of M. Charles Nordman,
since 1920 director of the Paris Observatory, on No-
vember 15 at the age of fifty-nine years; of Professor
Hans Rosenberg, an authority on astronomical pho-
tometry, formerly director of the observatory at
Istanbul, aged sixty-one years.

- SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE WAR AND THE BRITISH FAUNA:!

It is probably still too early to judge the effects of
the war upon British wild life, for it was not until the
second or third years of the war of 191418, when the
calling-up of older men had more extensively depleted
the game-keeping profession, that the great increase in
so-called “vermin,” including rarer species like the wild
cat and polecat, became of national concern; never-
theless, the present war has speeded up a great deal of
this disturbance of wild life by the greater activity at
home. The most noticeable effects have been an exten-
sion of the range of normally persecuted species like
the carrioncrow, fox, otter, kestrel, little owl and spar-

.rowhawk and this may be followed by a slower exten-
sion of species like the badger and raven. The use of
sand-dunes and lonely islands in the coastal defenses
and of rural parks for training the army has consider-
ably disturbed the nesting haunts or “sanctuaries” of
uneommon species, particularly birds, more so than the
building of factories in rural areas, and this may have
a permanent effect in further reducing the nesting
population of terns, waterfowls and waders.

On the other hand, the breaking up of estates and
game preservation is furthering the extension of the
little owl and the grey squirrel in the north of England.
As in 1914-18, the rumor has gained popularity that
warfare on the Continent has sent rarer Continental
birds to nest in England, notably the avocet in Essex,
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but it is unlikely that the campaign abroad had any
effect upon the British avi-fauna. Pollution of rivers
has again arisen, notably on the Severn, Bristol Avon,
and the Derbyshire Derwent, with considerable loss of
fish life. It yet remains to be seen if the rosebay
willow-herb will emulate the story of the London
rocket in spreading over ruined buildings in London
and other cities; that the poppy will recolonize the
Flanders area in its former abundance is very likely,

- for the destruction of buildings has again made the

soil highly calcareous.

THE HERBARIUM OF THE NEW YORK
BOTANICAL GARDEN

TuE herbarium of the New York Botanieal Garden,
into which the two millionth speecimen was incor-
porated at a special ceremony on the afternoon of
December 11, is the largest herbarium in the United
States being operated under a single head. The cere-
mony, during which Joseph R. Swan, president of the
Board of Managers of the garden, placed the two mil-
lionth specimen in its niche in the herbarium, was pre-
ceded by a program beginning at 3:30 p.m. in the
Museum Building, and was followed at 4:30 by tea
served in the new Members’ Room.

In his opening remarks, Dr. William J. Robbins,
director, briefly deseribed the research work being
done at the New York Botanical Garden through the
aid of the herbarium. In addition to many thousands




