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observation post will be in a plateau country in the 
heart of one of the most important cotton-growing 
regions. The presence a t  Patos of a cotton gin and 
staff men of a n  American cotton company will make it  
possible for  the expedition to find facilities which 
othervise would be lacking. 

The announcement issued by the Sational Geo-
graphic Society points out : 

The total eclipse of the sun of October 1offers unusual 
opportunities for satisfactory observation because it tra- 
verses a dry region in which weather conditions are likely 
to be favorable. The sun mill be unusually high in the 
heavens (approximately 543) at the time of totality, and 
the period of darkness will last for nearly five minutes. 
To take advantage of these conditions, the Wational Geo- 
graphic-Bureau of Standards expedition has built two 
special spectrographs, each capable of photographing a 
portion of the sun's spectrum 40 inches long. I11 addition 
the expedition designed and built especially for the October 
1 eclipse, two small, compact telescope-type corona cam- 
eras. These mill be used to photograph the corona, the 
delicate halo that extends o u t ~ ~ a r d  around the sun but 
which can be seen only during total eclipses. Included in 
the equipment also mill be the large telescope camera de- 
signed by Dr. Gardner several years ago mith which he has 
photographed solar eclipses on Sational Geographic Soci- 
ety expeditions in Russia, and on Canton Island in mid- 
Pacific. 

After the eclipse the expedition mill move to Cam- 
pina Grandc, a city of approxiinately 90,000 inhabi-
tants, to carry on the necessary laboratory work in the 
development and preparation of the photographic 
films. The pasty will sail from Recife on its return 
voyage to the United States on October 14, and expects 
to reach Xem York abont October 23. 

T H E  DEDICATION O F  T H E  N E W  OYSTER 

LABORATORY A T  M I L F O R D ,  


CONNECTICUT 

THE dedication on August 1of the new oyster lab- 

oratory at Milford, Conn., of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, as reported in  The Fisheries Bulletin, marked 
a significant attainnient in the twenty-three years of 
investigation of oyster problen~s in the general area 
of Long Island Sound. Oyster investigations a t  Mil- 
ford were initiated in  1917, when the Connecticut 
Oyster Farms Company provided one room in their 
office building which was outfitted as  a laboratory 
and used only during the summer months. Although 
the earlier investigations contributed a great deal 
toward the solution of various oyster-cultural prob- 
lems. the program was handicapped by the necessity 
of closing the laboratory from September to May of 
each year. 

I n  1932, a t  the invitation of the Connecticut Shell- 
fisheries Commission, the laboratory was moved to a 
small shack on the state dock and full-time investi- 

gations were initiated. At that time arrangements 
were cornpleted with Pa le  University for  laboratory 
space in which to conduct experiments of a more 
elaborate and technical nature. I n  1937 the Con-
necticut State Legislature passed a bill that deeded 
a portion of the land at IIilford to the former Bu- 
reau of Fisheries. Construction of a new permanent 
laboratory was made possible through the allocation 
of P. W. A. funds by Secretary of the Interior Ickes, 
in his capacity as Public K o r k s  Bdministrator. 

The Milford Station is the center from which oys- 
termen obtsin data regarding the condition of oysters 
on various beds, the expected time of setting and the 
presence of starfish and other enemies, as well as in- 
formation which may be useful to the oyster farmer. 
Through the facilities of the new laboratory scientific 
knowledge necessary for  the conservation and man-
agement of the oyster resources will be more readily 
obtainable. 

The dedication of the Milford Laboratory was held 
in  conjunction with the joint annual convention of 
the Oyster Growers and Dealers Association of North 
America, the Sational Shellfisheries Association and 
the Oyster Institute of Sor th  America. Sessions 
were held at  h'eli~ Haven, Conn., on Ju ly  31  and Au- 
gust 2, and at Milford on August 1. W. C. Hender- 
son, assistant director of the Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice, delivered a message from Secretary Ickes. Drs. 
Paul  S. Galtsoff, H. F. Prytherch, Trictor L. Loosan- 
off and Messrs. James B. Engle and R. 0 .  Smith of 
the shellfisheries investigations staff of the Division 
of Scientific Inquiry, and J. F. Puncochar, of the 
technological staff of the Division of Fishery Indus- 
tries, presented reports on their investigations at  the 
various sessions. 

SYMPOSIUM O N  HYDROBIOLOGY A T  T H E  
UNIVERSITY O F  WISCONSIN 

*4 SPI~POSIUM on hydrobiology will be held a t  the 
University of Wisconsin on September 5, 6 and 7, 
funds for  which have been provided by the Wisconsin 
Alumni Research Foundation. 

Forty-two scientific papers discussing the history, 
geology, physics, chemistry, bacteriology, botany and 
zoology of bodies of water in all parts of the world 
are listed in  the program. Both social and economic 
aspects of inland lakes and streams will be given con- 
siderable attention a t  the symposium. The conserva- 
tion of water in lakes and streams and how to use 
these bodies of water to the best advantage for  fish 
culture and recreation will be discussed. Several 
papers on Kisconsin lake studies will be given, since 
research work on the state's lakes and streams has 
been carried on for  a number of years by the Wis- 
consin Geological and Natural History survey. 

Among the fifty-five investigators expected to be 
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present there are  t~r.0 scientific rnen from ahroad: 
I(aare %ICI. limnologist theStr6rn, 'Jorlvegian from 
Geological hluseuln at  Oslo, who will present a paper 
on "The Sediments of S o r ~ ~ e g i a n  andLakes," Dr. 
S ,  F. Snieszko, formerly professor of bacteriology a t  
the University of Krakow, Poland, who mill read a 

paper on "Pond Fish Farming in Poland." Dr. 
Snieszko is now at  the Uni~ers i ty  of Maine. 

A dinner in honor of the eighty-ninth birthday of 
Dr. E. 8. Birge, president enleritus of the Univer- 
sity of TVisconsln, a t  which Dr. C. A. Dykstra, presi- 
dent the preside, be given On 

September 5 .  

T H E  O P T I C A L  SOCIETY O F  AMERICA 

THE t\yenty-fifth annual meeting of the Optical so-  
ciety of America will be held in Rochester, S. T.,with 
headquarters a t  the Hotel sagamore, on October 3, 4 
ancl 5.  I t  is pointed out in the official announcement 
that the selection of Rochester fo r  the twenty-fifth 
annual meeting is a natural one, in view of the im- 
portance of the city in the optical industry ancl of the 
par t  which Rochester members have played in the 
organization and development of the society. Special 
arrangements are  being made to commemorate the 
twenty-fifth annual meeting, and a local committee, 
appointed by the Rochester Section, is active in plans 
to make the meeting successful. 

The program as tentatively arranged is as follo~vs: 

THURSDAY, 3OCTOBER 
Morning-Contributed papers. 
Afternoon-Reserved f o ~visits to industrial plants in 

Rochester. 

Evening-Lecture by Edrvin H. Land illustrated by ex-
periments and by exhibits of Polaroid and some of its 
"pplications in the fie1d of photography. 

FRIDAY,OCTOBER4 

lforning-S~m~osium invited papers' These are in-
tended to comprise a review of the development of 
optics with emphasis on recent significant advances 
in the field, thus endeavoring to present both the his- 
torical and conte,llporary aspects, 

for to  industrial plants in 
Rochester. 

Evening-Conlplinlel1taIy dinner at the Oak Hill Country 
Club, at which members and their wives vill be the 
guests of the Bausch and Lomb Optical Company. The 
dinner, at nhicll informal dress will be in order, will 
be featured by a recognition of the active Charter 
~~~b~~~ the society and the award of the first 
Adolph Lolnb Medal. 

SATURDBY, 5OCTOBER 

Morning-Contributed papers. 
Afternoon-Reserved for additional contributed papers as 
required. 

Members desiring to read papers at the meeting are 
requested to send abstracts to Arthur C. Hardy, Secre- 
tary, Optical Society of America, 3Iassachusetts In -  
stitute of Technology, Cambridge, 3fassachusetts. 
They shoulcl be in his hands not later than September 
11. The chairman of the program committee is A. W. 
Kenney, of the E. I. du ~ o n t  cle Nemours and Com- 

pany. Mr. Hardy has been filling, until the next an-
nual meeting, the vacancy created by the resignation 
as secretary of L. B. Tuckerman. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

DR. THOMAS BBRBOUR,director of the Museum of 

Conlparative Zoology, Harvard University, has been 
elected a foreign member of the Linnean Society of 
London. 

THE retirement is announced of Dr. Charles Albert 
Bro~i-ne, supervisor of chemical research in the Bu- 
reau of Chemistry and Soils of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. Dr. Browne has been connected with 
the Department of Agriculture since 1906. 

G. G. BROV-S, professor of chemical engineering at  
the University of Michigan, was recently the recipient 
of the Hanlon A~vard  of the Natural Gasoline Asso- 
ciation of America for  "outstancling contributions in 
the field of natural gasoline.'' 

THE title of dean emeritus has been conferred on 
Dr. Langley Porter, of the Medical School of the Uni- 
versity of California. I l e  had been associated with 
the school since 1918. 

COLOXELEIAROLDW. JONES, librarian of the Army 
Medical Library, TTashington, D. C., was reelected 
president of the i\Iedical Library Association a t  its 
annual meeting in Portland, Ore., which was held on 
June  25, 26 and 27. Dr. Robert E. Schlueter, St. 
Louis. was elected vice-president and JIiss Anna C. 
Holt, Harvard Medical School Library, Boston, was 
reelected secretary. The convention in 1941 will be 
held at  the Medical School of the Cniversity of 
Michigan. 

THE following officers for  the year 1940111 were 
elected a t  the annual meeting of the Royal Society 
of Queensland: President ,  Dr. F, W. Whitehouse,; 
Vice-presidents ,  H. A. Longman and Professor H. R. 
Seddon. 

DR. C. E. &ICCLUKG,who recently retired as di-
rector of the biological laboratories a t  the University 


