
144 SCIENCE TOL.92, NO. 2381 

others are in  preparation, on bird migration, the 
continental distribution of animal., and adaptation 
of forrn to mo~einent.  

TT7ith the ad\-antage 01 its background, its great 
collection of 11-ild animals, its scientific staff, its lab- 
oratories and its technical publication, the trustees 
plan to cxpancl the scientific work of the society. 

The retirement of Dr. W. Keid Blair as director of 
the Zoological P a ~ k  on X a y  1 left a vacancy which 
map filled temporarily, a t  a rrieeting of the Board of 
Trustees on July 15, by the appointment of H. K. 
hfitchell as acting director. - l q  already announced 
in SCIEKCE.-411yn R. Jennings, general superintendent 
of the Park  Department, was appointed general di- 
rector of the Zoological Park  and the Acluarium, and 
Har ry  Sneeng, Jr., director of parks in Queens and 
Aianhattan. was appointed assistant general director. 

TJndet* the new for111 of managenlent, Mr. Jennings 
will hare general charge of operations both at the Zoo- 
logical Park  and the Ariuariunl. Dr. Charles I f .  
Erecler, Jr . ,  continues as director of the ayuariun~ 
but rill be t ~ e e d  to a consiclerable degree of aclmin- 
istratire clntie~, gil-ing him tnore time to spend on 
scientific ~ ~ o r k .  

SYMPOSIUM ON N E W  T E X T I L E S  O F  T H E  
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

d SP&IPOSICM on '(Nen- Textile Fibers, Fabrics and 
Fini~hes" will be helcl in connection with the hvindredtli 
nleeting of the American Chemical Society in Detroit, 
Septembel. 9 to 13. Dr. Gustarua J. Ecselen, presi- 
clent of Gnstarus J .  Esqelen, Inc., Boston, has b ~ e n  
appointed chairman of the symposium, sponsored by 
the Division of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry. 
Ten authorities in the field vill  deliver addresses. 

I<enneth 51. Barnarcl, of the Pacific BIills Print 
TTorkq, Lawrence, AIass., nil1 describe recent progress 
in textilcs in Xew England. Pointing out that chein- 
istry wa. largely responaihle for  taking the textile 
indn,try out of New England and transplanting it in 
the South, he 77-ill ieport ho~v  research, new uses, 
faster colors arid modern finishes fo r  textiles are over- 
coming the economic handicap, of the Northeast,ern 
wgion. 

Robert Boyer, of the Ford IIotor Company, r i l l  
discuss "The Experiniental Production of Frbers from 
Soybean Protein?." Dr. F.Bonnet, director of textile 
resea~lch and the standards laboratory of the Anierican 
Tiscose Corporation, will describe "vinyon," a copo-
lymerizeil vinyl resin made of vinyl chloride and vinyl 
a'cctate. Vinyon yarn, largely utilized in  industrial 
filter cloth, mill invite mans7 other user because of its 
remarkable properties, including resistance to  ztrong 
acid, and alkalis a t  ordinary temperatures. I t  is 
asserted to he practically x7ater-repellant ancl as strong 
11-11en met as when dry. 

Dr. G. P. Hoff, director of nylon research of E. I. 

du Pont de Nemonrs and Company, will speak on 
"Xylon as a Textile Fiber." Dr. Games Slayter, of 
the O~vend'orning Flberglas Corporation, ~vill  out- 
line in what ways fiberglas, a new basic raw material, 
is being employed. 

Dr. I).H.Powers, of the Riihm and Haas Companx, 
Philadelphia, mill sholr- how synthetic resins fo r  textile 
fabric moclification improx-e the tensile strength, re-
silience, durability, lr~ster ancl firmness of the fabrics 
without altering surface appearance, imparting to 
vegetable fibers many of the properties of animal 
fibers. 

The form-, propertie; and uses of the cellulose 
acetate rayons ~vili  be the topic of Dr. Harold DeXTitt 
Smith, of A. 11. Tenney As>ociates, Sew Tork. 
Acetate rayons, according to Dr. Smith, account for  
approxin~atciy30 per cent. of the total rayon pro-
dnrtion. 

I?. C. -4tv ood, of Atlantic Re-ealch Associates, New- 
t o n ~llle, M a ~ s  , T+ ill lead R paper on '.Protein Flbers." 
Electrocoated pile fabric. wlll be cle-clibed by S.E. 
Ogle-by and L. E. Hoogctoel, of the Behr-Maanlag 
Corporat~on, Tloy. K. Y. To date. two typei-dress 
goods and all-OT cr  covered plle material fo r  npholslery 
-ot textiIe prudnctb ernpIo~ing the electyoetatie proc- 
e-s are being manufactured commercially. The clis- 
tilictire feature o: R pile fabric manufactnrecl by the 
electrostatic proce4s is the dcnsity of pile attainable. 
This density is reflected in the ~vrar ing p~~oper.t,ies of 
the product. 

T H E  AMERICAN SOCIETY O F  MECHANICAL 
E N G I N E E R S  

REGISNISGin Septenlber, each of the seventy-one 
Iocal sections of the American Society of Afechanical 
Engineers in the principal industrial areas of the 
nation ~vill  qponsor several local meetings on the en- 
gineering problerrls of national defense and invite 
those present to make recommendations for  their 
solution. 

The parent society is planning a 3eries of national 
regional meetings 11-hicli wiIl bring together the out- 
standing engineers and n~anufacturing executives of 
the country to discuss the engineering phases of the 
various elements of defense. I t  has announced the 
follo~ving dates and places for  these meetings: 

Septembei 3 to 6, 1940-Fall mcctiiig, Hotel Davenport, 
Xpolcanc. 

Bovember 7 to 9, 1940-Joint Bnlerican Society of Me- 
ciianical Engineers-dn~erictin Institute of &lecl~nnicalEn-
gineers meeting on fuels, Hotel Tutniler, Birnlingham. 

December 2 to 5, 1940-Siutj -first annual nleeting, 
Hotel Sstor, New Yorlr. 

April 1to 3, 1941-Xpiing meeting, Atlanta. 
June 1 6  to 20, 1941-Semi-annual meeting, Iiallsas City. 
October 1 2  to 15, 1941-Fall meeting, Louisville. 

The Inland Fnipire Section of the society has ex- 


