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Also many of the leading chemical manufacturers in
this distriet arranged exhibits in the chemical labora-
tory illustrating the industrial progress brought about
by chemistry in the last one hundred years.

The culminating event of the celebration was a
public address on the evening of April 12 by Dr.
Harrison E. Howe, editor of the Journal of Industrial
and Engineering Chemistry in Severance Hall, home
of the Cleveland Symphony Orchestra, on “Modern
Chemistry and the Next One Hundred Years.” Pre-
ceding the address, the faculty of the department of
chemistry entertained Dr. and Mrs. Howe at dinner
at the Cleveland Club.

0. F. Towzr

APPOINTMENTS IN THE REGIONAL LAB-
ORATORIES OF THE U. S. DEPART-
" MENT OF AGRICULTURE

TuE Department of Agriculture will make a large
number of appointments in the new regional Labora-
tories for Research on Utilization of Farm Produets
as a result of examinations to be announced by the
Civil Service Commission in the near future. These
examinations will be held in the grades from P-2
($2,600), assistant chemist and assistant chemical tech-
nologist, to P-5 ($4,600), senior chemist and senior
chemical technologist.

Dr. Henry (. Knight, of the Burean of Agricultural
Chemistry and Engineering, calls especial attention to
the significance of the fact that these examinations are
the first to be held for chemists and chemical tech-
nologists in these particular grades since the establish-
ment of the regional laboratories in July, 1938. Ever
sinee that time the Department of Agriculture and the
Civil Service Commission have been flooded with re-
quests for information about appointments to vacan-
cies in the laboratories. All such requests have been
answered with the statement that appointments to the
laboratories would be made from Civil Service registers
set up by examinations to be held at the proper time.

These examinations will soon be announced. During
the next two years about four hundred appointments
to the regional laboratories will be made from Civil
Service registers established through these new ex-
aminations. Positions will be filled requiring the ser-
vices of organie, physical and analytical chemists, and
others in the fields of carbohydrate chemistry, protein
chemistry, oil chemistry, cellulose chemistry and chem-
ical engineering as well as in a number of other flelds.
It is hoped that every person who is now interested
or is likely to be interested in the future in a position
in these laboratories will avail himself of this oppor-
tunity to become eligible for appointment, even though
he may not be able to acecept a position at the present
time.

It should be emphasized that appointments in these
laboratories ecan be made only as a result of Civil
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Service eligibility established through examination, and
that these examinations are the ones through which the
largest part of the staff of the laboratories will be
selected.

All inquiries should be addressed to the United States
Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C.

THE EIGHTH AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC
CONGRESS .
Tre Eighth American Scientific Congress will be
held in Washington, D. C., from May 10 to 18. Aec-
cording to the official bulletin the congress has two
cardinal purposes:

To advance scientific thought and achievement; to as-
sist in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the founding .
of the Pan American Union. '

Present also are the basic purposes of all inter-American
meetings, namely, the examination of problems peculiar
to this hemisphere and the promotion of better understand-
ing among the American republics. It is particularly
fitting therefore that this assembly of distinguished seci-
entists and scholars should join with the Pan American
Union in celebrating the completion of a half century of
invaluable service to the governments and peoples of the
Americas. The promotion of friendlier relations between
the nations themselves may be beyond the competence of
the individual scientist, but it is undeniable that the
confraternity of nations is immeasurably advanced
through the collective efforts of those men who, marching
ever in the vanguard of civilization, maintain that science
knows no national boundaries.

In a letter to Secretary of State Cordell Hull,
President Roosevelt writes:

Our debt to the men and women of science defies ecom-
putation. The generous contributions which scholars and
technicians have made to our twentieth century civilization
have earned for them a position of influence and respect
unparalleled in any other period of the world’s history.
The path of the scientist and scholar is the path to peace
and prosperity which lies open to all nations and all peo-
ples, but which unfortunately has recently been spurned
by some who still cling to the archaic standards of human
conduct prevalent before the very dawn of science.

It is hardly necessary to delineate here the obvious bene-
fits resulting from a meeting of these unselfish benefactors
of mankind in an atmosphere of true fraternity such as
the Eighth American Scientific Congress offers. I sin-
cerely hope that professional leaders in all the Americas
will avail themselves of this opportunity to share the ex-
periences and friendship of their colleagues throughout the
hemisphere.

" Dr. Alexander Wetmore, assistant seeretary of the
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C., is secre-
tary general of the congress, which is divided into
eleven sections as follows:

Section I, Anthropological Sciences, Chairman, Dr. Her-
bert J. Spinden, curator, division of American Indian
Art and Primitive Cultures, Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn,
N. Y.
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Section II, Biological Sciences, Chairman, Dr. Edwin
G. Conklin, emeritus professor of zoology, Princeton Uni-
versity; Secretary, James A. G. Rehn, Academy of Nat-
ural Sciences, Philadelphia.

Section III, Geological Sciences, Chairman, Dr. T. Way-
land Vaughan, president of the Geological Society of
America, 1939; Secretary, Dr. Wendell P. Woodring,
senior geologist, U. 8. Geological Survey. )

Section IV, Agriculture and Conservation, Chairman,
Dr. Hugh H. Bennett, chief, Soil Conservation Service,
Department of Agriculture; Secretary, Ernest G. Holt,
head of the wildlife management section, U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Section V, Public Health and Medicine, Chairman, Dr.
Thomas Parran, surgeon-general, United States Public
Health Service; Secretary, Dr. A. M. Stimson, medical
officer, United States Public Health Service.

Section VI, Physical and Chemical Sciences, Chairman,
Dr. Lyman J. Briggs, director, National Bureau of Stand-
ards; Secretary, Eugene C. Crittenden, assistant director
of research and testing of the National Bureau of Stand-
ards.
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Section VII, Statistics, Chairman, Dr. Stuart A. Rice, -
chairman of the Central Statistical Board; Secretary, Dr.
Halbert L. Dunn, chief statistician of vital statisties,
T. S. Bureau of the Census.

Section VIII, History and Geography, Chairman, Dr.
Clarence H. Haring, professor of Latin American history
and economics, Harvard University; Secretary, Dr. Rob-
ert C. Smith.

Section IX, International Law, Public Law and Juris-
prudence, Chairman, Dr. James Brown Scott, trustee and

. secretary, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace;

Secretary, George A. Finch, assistant seeretary, Division
of International Law, Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace. .

Section X, BEconomies and Sociology, Chairman, Dr.
Harold G. Moulton, president of the Brookings Institu-
tion; Secretary, Benjamin Colby, Brookings Institution.

Section XI, Eduecation, Chairman, Dr. Nicholas Murray
Butler, president, Columbia TUniversity; Vice-chairman,
Dr. L. L. Kandel, professor of education, Teachers College,

" Columbia University.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

TeE Franklin Medals of the Franklin Institute,
‘Philadelphia, will be awarded to Dr. Arthur H. Comp-
ton, professor of physies at the University of Chicago,
in recognition “of his brilliant experiments on x-rays,”
and to Dr. Leo Hendrik Baekeland, founder and former
president of the Bakelite Corporation, New York, for
his invention of bakelite. The presentation will be
made on May 15.

Am the recent meeting at Cleveland of the American
College of Physicians the title of “Master” was con-
ferred on Dr. James B. Herrick, emeritus professor of
medicine at the Rush Medical College of the University
of Chicago, and on Dr. William Gerry Morgan, emeri-
tus dean of the School of Medicine of Georgetown Uni-
versity, Washington, D. C. It is eleven years since the
title has been awarded. The presentation was made by
Dr. Charles F. Martin, of Montreal, who is the only
one living of six who previously had been so honored.

It is announced from Villanova College that the
Mendel Medal, given annually to a distinguished man
of science who is a Roman Catholic, has been awarded
to Dr. Peter J. W. Debye, director of the Max Planck
Institute at Berlin, who is now lecturing at Cornell
University. ’

Grover LOENING, inventor of the strut-braced mono-
plane and president of the Grover Loening Aircraft
Co., Garden City, N. Y., has been awarded the 1940
Egleston Medal of the School of Engineering of
Columbia University “for distinguished engineering
achievement.” The Egleston Medal was founded last
year in memory of Professor Thomas Egleston, pioneer

in engineering education and a member of the Co-
lumbia faculty from 1863 until his death in 1900. It
is awarded annually to an alumnus who has “distin-
guished himself either in the furtherance of his branch
of the profession, in the development of processes or
of technique, or in the application of engineering prin-
ciples.”

Dr. FrEDERICK FITZHERBERT BOYCE, assistant pro-
fessor of surgery in the Graduate School of Medicine
of the Louisiana State University, has been awarded
the 1940 Samuel D. Gross Prize for his research work
on “The Role of the Liver in Surgery.” The prize is
offered every five years by the Philadelphia Academy
of Surgery for original research work in the field of .
surgery. It is of the value of $1,500. By the terms
of the award the material is later published as a
monograph.

Dr. RoBertr LEr Swain, of New York City, editor
of Drug Topics, will receive the Remington Honor
Medal for 1940 of the New York Branch of the
American Pharmaceutical Association, in recogni-
tion of his services to the profession of pharmacy.
He is the nineteenth recipient of this medal, which
is awarded annually “to the individual who contrib-
uted most to pharmacy during the preceding year or
whose contributions over a period of years have cul-
minated during the year in results eonsidered most
important and advantageous to the profession.”

Dr. J. SaM Guy, professor of chemistry at Emory
University, Atlanta, has been named to receive the
1940 Herty Award, presented annually by the Chem-




