JANUARY 26, 1940

‘THE WORK OF THE COMMONWEALTH
FUND

THE twenty-first annual report of the Common-
wealth Fund, founded in Oectober, 1918, by Mus.
Stephen V. Harkness “to do something for the wel-
fare of mankind,” has been issued.

Attention is called to the circumstance that “every
one of the major objectives to which the fund has de-
voted its resources during these twenty-one years—the
betterment of health and of medical service, the en-
hancement of mental hygiene, the maintenance of in-
ternational contacts through education—is threatened
by war, and the hope of achieving something real and
lasting for the welfare of mankind grows dimmer, at
least for the time being, with each step toward world-
wide violence.”

In describing accomplishments of the fund since its
foundation, the report says:

The present objectives of the fund have been worked
out gradually. Its first appropriation, made in 1918, was
for war service and relief. In that and the two following
years large sums were given to the American Relief Ad-
ministration; nearly two and a half million dollars were
appropriated between 1918 and 1925 in support of Amer-
ican efforts to pateh up a shattered civilization by meeting
the simplest of human necessities. Before these emer-
gency gifts had wholly tapered off, the fund had begun to
help in a planned program for the upbuilding of child
health in Austria, to which nearly three quarters of a
million dollars were devoted before the fund felt able to
withdraw in 1929.

During these early years gifts for medical research and
hospitals were made occasionally as part of a philan-
thropic program ranging broadly over education, medicine
and social work. In 1921 and 1922 the fund turned a
considerable part of its income into two major channels,
one leading to the promotion of physical health, the other
of mental health, among children. Interest in physical
health assumed larger and larger proportions; in 1926 a
hospital-building program was developed; in later years
grants for medical research and formal medical education
multiplied. Total expenditures-in this range of activi-
ties now exceed thirteen and a half million dollars. For
work in mental hygiene the fund has appropriated in all
nearly seven million dollars. The fellowships which have
brought British graduate students to American universi-
ties, first offered in 1925, have absorbed more than three
and a quarter million dollars. These are the main streams
of the fund’s giving.

Appropriations for the year 1938-1939 amounted to
$1,919,908. This sum is smaller than that for the pre-
ceding year. The report states that the income was
also reduced for this period, but that comparisons are
misleading because of the considerable variation from
year to year in the commitments against future income
which are included in current appropriations. These
commitments also lessen the significance of the com-
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parisons which may be drawn between allocations to
one field of work or another in successive years.
About two thirds of the total appropriations made in
1938-1939 were for the promotion of health through
medical education, medical research, public health and
the rural hospital program.

In reference to the British fellowships it is stated
that British authorities have indicated their desire to
interfere as little as possible with the plan, though the

" fellowships for the coming year have been curtailed

through foree of circumstances.

AWARDS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
CIVIL ENGINEERS

THE American Society of Civil Engineers opened its
eighty-seventh annual meeting in New York City on
January 17.

Colonel John P. Hogan, until recently chief engineer
of the World’s Fair, was introduced as the president-
elect of the society. The following newly elected vice-
presidents were also introduced : George L. Lucas, New
York City, and Joseph Jacobs, Seattle, Wash.

Honorary membership in the society was conferred
on Professor Thomas Ulvan Taylor, dean emeritus of
the College of Engineering of the University of Texas.
The presentation was made by Henry S. Jacoby,
emeritus professor of bridge engineering, of Cornell
University. Dean Taylor was eighty-two years old on
January 2. Professor Jacoby will be eighty-three
years old on April 8. When Dean Taylor was grad-
nated from Cornell in 1895 it was Professor Jacoby
who conferred the degree upon him. ‘

Honorary membership was also conferred on Colonel
H. 8. Crocker, past president of the American Society
of Civil Engineers of Denver, and on J. M. R. Fair-
bairn, of Montreal. The honors were conferred by
D. H. Sawyer, outgoing president of the society, and
chief of the Real Estate Section, Public Buildings Ad-
ministration, Washington.

The Norman Medal, awarded for the best paper on
an engineering subject, was presented to Charles H.
Lee, of San Francisco. The J. James R. Croes Medal,
also given for an outstanding paper, was presented to
Professor C. A. Mockmore, head of the department of
civil engineering at the Oregon State College, Cor-
vallis.

The James Laurie Prize, given for a paper in the
field of construction, was presented to Stanley M.
Dore, of the Water Supply Commission of Massachu-
setts, Boston. The Arthur M. Willington Prize, given

for a paper in the field of transportation, was pre-
sented to Rufus W. Putnam, of Chicago. -

The Collingwood Prize for juniors was presented to
Benjamin K. Hough, Jr., of Ithaca, N. Y. The Ru-
dolph Hering Medal, given for a paper in the field of
sanitation, was presented to Albert J. Schafmayer,




