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There is an increase in the size and number of pellets
with each instar until in the last there is evidence of
extremely voracious feeding. The duration of the
feeding part of each stage was 30, 50, 60, 70 and 80
hours.
KenToN L. HARRIS
‘WASHINGTON, D, C.

INDEXING AND FILING SCIENTIFIC
PHOTOGRAPHS

RECENTLY the author has had oecasion to consider
at some length the problem of indexing and filing
geological photographs. Inquiry among photogra-
phers and professional colleagues has revealed that
there is a wide variety of possible systems and that
in a surprisingly large number of instances the col-
lections are characterized by little or no system. In
the field sciences, particularly geology and geography,
some system of filing photographs is absolutely essen-
tial. This has been very foreibly brought home here
at the University of Maine. The geology department
recently received the gift of a considerable number of
photographs and negatives of a geologist who died
suddenly. Unfortunately, negatives and prints were
separate and many of each lost. Localities were im-
possible to identify exeept in the few cases where there
was a notation on the back of the print, or were iden-
tified by personal recognition. The value of the col-
lection, hence, is only a fraction of what it might have
been otherwise.

Some photographers use albums for the preservation
of prints with sections devoted to various aspeets of
subject-matter. Negatives of such prints are easily
lost or confused. Some use a continuous number sys-
tem, the individual pictures being numbered in order
of acquisition. No mineralogist would think of ar-
ranging a mineral collection in any such order, and a
photographie ecollection so indexed or numbered is
equally confused. ‘

The following system has been devised here at the
University of Maine for our geology collection. Al-
though at present the collection is small, it is planned
as the nucleus of a continually growing collection, and
the system is elastic enough to take care of any expan-
sion. Our system is, in brief: Prints are mounted on
the face of a four-by-six envelope. On the back of
each print and envelope is written the exact locality
and date, a number and such other data as may be
desirable. The proper number is also printed in the
upper left-hand corner of the face of the envelope;
if a lantern slide of the photograph has been made the
number is printed in red, otherwise in black. The
corresponding number is also inked onto the negative,
and the negative placed in the envelope. Index tabs
between the various major divisions are placed in the
file, so that the photographs are naturally grouped.
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The numbering system used is a decimal system.
An example of our practice follows: One of our pie-
tures has the number 8.11-3. The “8” at the left of
the decimal indicates glacial work; the first figure “1”
at the right of the decimal indicates erosion; the see-
ond “1” indicates striae and polished surface; the last
figure, “3,” indicates that this is the third of such
photographs on file. Another of our pictures is
4.112-5. The figure “4” at the left of the decimal
point indicates streams; the first figure “1” at the right
of the decimal point indicates erosion; the second “1”
at the right of the deecimal point indieates the stream
is in the youthful stage of the erosion cycle; the third
figure at the right of the decimal point indicates pot-
holes; the fourth figure individualizes that particular
photograph. A supplementary card index may also
be of value.

The system can be modified in a number of ways to
meet varying requirements. Special collections may
be headed by other figures at the left of the decimal.
(The figures we are using at the left of the decimal in
our general collection correspond to the chapter num-
bers of a very widely used introductory text-book of
geology—but this is merely for convenience in assign-
ing the picture to the general group.)

It is hoped that this note may be of some value, in
a suggestive way, to the apparently considerable num-
ber who have no very satisfactory way at present of
filing and indexing photographs. No claim is made
for the originality of this system. Possibly similar
systems may be in vogue in many individual instances,
although such have not come to the writer’s attention.

JoseEpH M. TREFETHEN
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
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