
611 DECE~IBER29, 1939 SCIENCE 

t~veen ship and launch. Specimens mill be sought of 
large game fishes such as  marlin, and attempts will 
be made to study their life history. 

Many of the islands and cays to be visited have been 
inco~npletely explored biologically. Some of them are 
known to be inhabited by species and snb-species of 
birds and yeptiles different fro111 those of the adjacent 
mainland, ancl it is hoped that the expedition map be 
able to contribnte to the fnrther knowledge of an area 
which is of special interest to science. 

SOIL CONSERVATION 


DR. 11'. C. LOTVDERLIILK.
assistant chief of the Soil 
Conservation, Service, has recently returned from a n  
extended survey of the experience of older countrieq 
in  the use of land as i t  relates to soil erosion, soil and 
water conservation and torrential flood control. His  
studies took hi111 into Europe, including Great Britain, 
Holland, France, Italy, Algeria, Tunisia, Lybia, 
Egypt, Palestine, Trana-Jordan, Syria, I raq and Leb- 
anon. The war interrupted the course of the suivey, 
which was to have continued through Turkey, Bul- 
garia, southern Germany and Switzerland and return. 

The surrey was made in overland travel by auto, 
including nearly 27,000 miles. It included confer-
ences n-ith more than 120 scientists, agricultnrists and 
government officials, the examination and study of 
124 areas of special interest, the collection of soil 
saniples, particularly profiles dated by archeological 
evidence and the taking of some 3,500 illustrative 
photographs. Of special interest to American agri-
culture are evidences of an advanced degree of refine- 
ment in measures to control and conserve storm 
waters and to control erosion of a productive agricul- 
ture during the Roman epoch 2,000 years ago in 
Northern Africa and in ancient Syria. After the 
destruction of the Roman civilization and the tradi- 
tions of agriculture by concluering nomad peoples, 
former measures of Tirater and erosion control fell 
into disuse and were broken down, Soil erosion then 
began its dtinlaging morli and throughout this area 
has generally washed off soils from the slopes, sorting 
erosional dbbris and carlying the finer fractions out to 
the sea and spreading the coarser fractions over old 
alluviunl on the valley floors. Increased torrential 
run-off fi-om the bared slopes produces torrential 
streams, and is cutting g17llies through the alluviunl 
of the valley floors. This in short is the predominant 
process a t  work in the old lands south and east of the 
Biediterranean Sea, except in  the broad alluvial 
plains of the Nile and Mesopotamia. Agricultural 
possibilities of to-day are restricted principally to 
the alluvium of lodged soils in the valley floors ant1 
outwash plains and in the improved management of 
vast grazing areas, where drought and famine have 
been the chief controls. I t  is possible to reforest the 

hill and mountain lands i n  Algeria, in  Palestine and 
Syria, particularly where the country rock is lime- 
stone and to restore or to improve the productivity 
and prosperity of these wasted areas. 

T H E  MINNEAPOLIS MEETING O F  T H E  

GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY O F  AMERICA 


AND ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES 

THE Geological Society of America is meeting this 

week in Minneapolis. 3Iany sections of the United 
States and Canacla are represented, and the attenclance 
was expected to 'each five hundred. The principal 
universities, colleges, state and federal geological sur-
reys of Canada and the United States plannecl to send 
delegates. Three asociated societies-the Paleontolog-
ical Society, the Mineralogical Society and the Society 
of Economic Geologists are meeting in conjunction 
with the Geological Society. 

According to the preliminary prograrn Dr. T. Way-
land ITaughan, of Washington, D. C . ,  president of the 
Geological Society, gare the address of the president 
on Thursday, December 28. His  subject was "The 
Ecology of Modern Marine Organisms with Reference 
to Paleogeography." Earlier on Thursday Professor 
R. TI7. Cbaney, of the University of California a t  Berke- 
ley, retlring president of the Paleontological Society, 
addressed the several societies on "Tertiary Forests and 
Continental Histov." The title of the address of Pro- 
fessor E. S. Moore, of the Un1versit~- of Toronto, retir- 
ing president of the Society of Econoinic Geologists, 
was "Genetic Relations of Gold Deposits and Igneous 
Rocks in the Canadian Shield.'' 

A general meeting of the four societies was held on 
Thursday morning. I n  the afternoon the sessions of 
the Geological Society m-ere devoted to a discussion of 
stri~ctural geology; of the Paleontological Society to a 
discussion of new fossils; and of the Mineralogical So- 
ciety to a discussion of crystal structure and textures. 
Papers read before the Economic Geologists were con- 
cerned mith ground water supply and other applica- 
tions of geology to the field of non-metallic resources. 
The technical sessions of the different societies Irere 
continued on Friday. On that day, in  addition to  the 
general session of the Geological Society, t~iro joint 
jessions mere held, one mith the Paleontologists and 
one with the hIineralogists and Economic Geologists. 
Technical sessions were planned for  Saturday morning, 
after which the meeting will close v i th  a n  open house 
and tea at  the Pillsbury Hall of the University of 
Minnesota. 

OFFICERS O F  THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY 

DR. WILLIAM LLOYD head of the departnlent EVANS, 
of chemistry of the Ohio State University, has been 
elected president of the American Chemical Society fo r  
1911. H e  mill take office a s  president-elect on January 


