
ment of health activities and meclical care fo r  the peo- 
ple of the United States. I t  is as follows: 

1. The establishnieat of an agency of the federal gov- 
ernment under which shall be coordinated and admin-
istered all medical and health fu~lctions of the federal 
government exclusive of those of the Army and Nary. 

2. The allotment of such funds as the Congress niay 
rnalte available to any stale in actual need, for the pre- 
vention of disease, the promotion of health and the care 
of the sick on proof of sue11 aeecl. 

3. Thc priilciple that the care of the public health and 
the provision of medical service to the sick is primarily a 
local respo~lsibilily. 

4. The development of a meclinnisni for meeting the 
needs of expansion of preventive medical serviccs 11-it11 
local determination of needs and local control of ad-
ministration. 

5. The extension of liiedical care for the indigent and 
the inedically ilidigeilt with local determination of needs 
and local control of administration. 

6. In  the extension of lnedical services to all the people, 
tlie utmost utilization of qualified medical and hospital 
facilities already established. 

7. The continued development of the private practice 
of medicine, subject to such changes as niay be necessary 
to maintain the quality of medical services and to increase 
their availal~ility. 

8. Expansion of puhlic health and medical services co11- 
sistent rvith the American system of democracy. 

INTER-AMERICAN S O C I E T Y  OF 

MICROBIOLOGP 


AT the close of the third International Co~igress 
of Microbiology held in Selv Tork on Septeniber 9 
and 10, steps were taken toll-arc1 the establishi~lent of 
a n  Inter-American Socirtj of lficrohiologg. 

The prelilninarg cliscnssion clearly sliorved that 
inter-American cooperation in the field of microbiol- 
ogy presents opportnnity for  the solution of two 
major p~oblenla, both concerned with the acl~ancement 
of the science of microbiolog and making such ac-
cumulating knon ledge niore readily availablc to all 
scientific nlen in  the Xrestern Hemisphere. 

The first of these problems consists in devising 
means for  effecting a better e s c h a ~ ~ g e  the results of 
of important studies in microbiology now being cay- 
ried out in Latill hiilerica and in North America to 
the mutual actvantage of all. 

The seeond problem, ciirected toward essentially tlie 
same end, and of equal if not greater import;ince, 
comprehends the use of all preaent resources and 
the establishment of new ones to eWect a inore inti- 
mate affiliation bet~yeen the v~orkers of all countries in 
the study of those cliseases ~vhicll are coinnlon to all. 
This co~ltrmplates not only an exchange of the results 
of ~i7or.k done, but of TI-orkers as  well, thus fostering 
through intimate associatioil a better nnderstaliding 
of microbiological questions in  tlie broader sense sup- 

plmnlented by a kno~vleclge of the peculiar conditions 
which different geographic areas nlay bring to bear 
on such questions. 

The basis foi- the first of these problems is the un-
fortunate fact that investigators in  Canacla nncl in the 
United States gain hut fragmentary kno~~1eclg.e of tlie 
increasingly nutnerous important original contribu-
tions ernanating from Latill Ariierlea. This is due 
largely to the fact that conlparativelg fcw scientific 
Inen in Sor th  America are fainiliar ~ ~ i i h  tlie Spanish 
ancl Portuguese languages. 

I t  is the purpose of the Inter-American Soclety to 
approach a solution of tlii: problem; first, through 
assunling editorial responsibility fo r  one or more 
journals devoted to microbiology and allied d j e c t s ,  
and second, through organizing ppriocl~c inter-Amer- 
ican congresses of microbiology. 

The initial step in  the problem involves tlie eitab- 
lishnlent of an I ~ z t e ~ - d i ~ z e i i c t r ~ z  of JIicr.obiu1-J o u ~ ~ z n l  
oyy, this to serve as the official organ of the society. 
It is proposed to make its pages availablc to con-
tr~bntors  fro111 both Latin America and North Bmer- 
ica, the necessary editorial including~ ~ o r k ,  transla-
tions into English of the Spanish and Portuguese 
papers being dolie in the United States. 

The Inter-American Society proposes to hold, 
within the next three years, the first Inter-American 
Congress on 3Iicrobiology a t  Rio de Janerro in order 
to  carry out that par t  of its program which can not 
be undel.taken irnniediately. Dr. J. C. S.Penido, of 
Rio cle Janeiro, was chosen to organize a conirnittee 
to prepare for  the congress. The presiding officer a t  
this congress mrll be Dr. A. Fontes. 

Dr. A. Sordelli, director of the Bacteriological In- 
stitute i o r  the Department of Hygiene of Buenos 
Aires, was elected first president of the society. Dr. 
F. Duran-Reynals, of Yale University, mas chosen 
executive secretary, charged with the duty of organiz- 
ing xi~ithin each of the Alnerican Republics a local 
colllillittee to foster the interests of the society. 

A C T I V I T I E S  OF T H E  U.  S. G E O L O G I C A L  

S U R V E Y  


DR. IT. C. ~IENDEKH~LL,clirector of the U. S.Geo-
logical Survey, has sent to SCIEXCEthe following par- 
ticnlars in regarcl to the work of the surrey. 

The follol~ing rnenibers of the Geologic Grailch have 
recently ieturned to TTashlngton after completing their 
srason'3 field ~ 1 0 1 1 ~on the projects indicated: G. F. 
Loughlin, chief geologist, made an inspection trip of geo- 
logrc field parties in the West. He spent two weeks ex 
anlining the undebglound ork kings of gold mines in the 
Little Boclry 2ilountains, Montana, and coliferred with field 
pal ties in the Finn Juan and Clipple Cleck ~Iistri~ts,  Colo-
rado, and in Death Valley, and also with officials in Denver 
and Salt Lake City; G. R. Mansfield atteilded the lueetlngs 
of the Industrial hlinelals Dlrislon of the American In- 
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stitute of Mining and RIetallurgical Engineers in Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., conferred with TT. H. Monroe, of the Geolog- 
ical Survey, regarding investigations of the geology 
around Livingston, Ala., and Jackson, lfiss., and inspected 
bentonite deposits in Monroe County, bliss. 

For the fifteenth consecutive field season, geologic worlr 
was conducted by the Federal Survey in Colorado in coop- 
eration with the Colorado Geological Survey and the Colo- 
rado RIetal Mining Fund. The following projects vere  in 
progress this season: Geologic mapping, commenced in 
1938 in the Alta and Palmyra Basins, Tvas continued by 
John S. S7hay; field work on the geology and ore deposits 
of the Red Mountain area, Colo., has been concluded b? 
W. S. Burbank; A. H. Koschmann continued his study of 
structure and ore deposits in the Cripple Creek mining 
district, and E. N. Goddard completed a study of gold 
deposits a t  Gold Hill. 

Field work connected with the remapping of the Eureka 
mining district, central Nevada, has been terminated for 
this season by T. B. Nolan. During the summer, Mr. 
Nolan devoted approximately a month to study of tung- 
sten districts in Nevada, California and Arizona; E. N. 
Goddard completed field work on the manganese deposits 
of the Philipsburg district, Montana; Charles F. Parlr con- 
tinued field work on manganese deposits of the Olympic 
Peninsula, Washington. Nr.  Park, assisted by Russell 
G. Wayland, also examined manganese deposits in the 
Butte district, Xontana; F. G. Wells mapped chronlium 
deposits in the Grants Pass and Icerby quadrangles, Ore- 
gon. He also studied the Pilliken chronlium mine, in 
Eldorado County, Calif.; field work on the geology and 
mineral deposits of the Seven Devils mining district, west- 
ern Idaho, conducted in cooperation with the Idaho Bureau 
of Nines and Geology, has been concluded by R. S. 
Cannon. 

On the evening of November 6, Dr. J. B. Xertie, Jr., 
of the Alaskan Branch of the Geological Survey, deliv- 
ered a lecture before the New York Academy of Sciences 
in the Smerican lluseum in New York City. Dr. Mertie, 
who has a background of many field seasons in Alaska, 
took for his title the ((Geological Features of Alaska." 

Glenn L. Parker, district engineer of the Tacoma, \Trash- 
ington, district since May 31, 1913, has recently been 
appointed chief hydraulic engineer of the Water Re-
sources Branch. 

S. I<.Love, of the Water Resou~ces Branch, has re-
turned from Idaho, where he has been deternlining run-off 
and silt removal from areas believed to be representative 
of different types of vegetative and timber cover and of 
various grazing practices. The inyestigation is  being 
conducted by the Geological Survey in cooperation with the 
Flood Coordinating Committee of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

A comprehensive study of the surface- and ground-water 
resources of southeastern Florida was recent17 begun by 
the Geological Survey in cooperation ~v i th  the cities of 
Miami, Miami Beach and Coral Gables, and Dade County. 
A field office has been established a t  I l iami with William 
P. Cross in general charge. The surface-water investiga- 
tions are under the general supervision of Donald S. Wal-
lace, district engineer, Ocala, Florida, and the ground-

water inyestigations under the general super~~ision of V. T.  
Stringfield. 

AWARD O F  T H E  EGLESTON MEDALS O F  

T H E  SCHOOL O F  ENGINEERING O F  


COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

TIYELVE distinguished graduates of the School of 

Engineering of Columbia University were presented a t  
a special convocation on November 27 with the nledals 
fo r  "distinguiphed engineering achievement" estab-
lished this year by alunlni in menlory of Professor 
Thomas Egleston, lx~ho played the chief role in found- 
ing the school as  the first School of Mines in the Unitecl 
States seventy-fil-e years ago. 

The meclalists are : 

Walter H. Aldridge, a meml~er of the class of 1887, 
president of the Texas Gulf Sulphur Cornpan?. 

Major Edwin H. Armstrong, '13, professor of electrical 
engineering a t  Columbia. 

Marston T. Bogert, '94, professor emeritus of organic 
chemistry at  Columbia. 

Gano Duan, '91, president of Cooper Union. 
S r thu r  S. Dwight, '85, president of the Dwight and 

Lloyd Metallurgical Company, New York. 
Henry ICrumb, '98, Nen York, consulting engineer. 
Irving Langmuir, '03, associate director of the General 

Electric Research Laboratory, Schenectady, N. Y. 
Leon S. hloisseiff, '95, New Pork  consulting engineer. 
Robert Peele, '83, professor emeritus of mining a t  Co- 

lumbia. 
Sir Stephen J. Pigott, '03, managing director of the 

John Brown Company, Clydebanlr, Scotland. 
Robert C. Stanley, '01, president of the International 

Nickel Company. 
Arthur L. Walker, '83, New York consulting metal- 

lurgist. 

The presentations mere macle by Dr. Kicholas Blnr- 
ray  Butler, president of the university, in  the rotunda 
of the Low Memorial Library, in connection with the 
anniversary celebration of the School of Engineering. 
Dr. William 0. Hotchkiss, president of the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, spoke on "Seventy-fi~ e Pears of 
Progress: Empirical Art to Technological Science," 
and Dr. Harvey N. Davis, president of the Stevens 
Institute of Technology, made a n  address entitled 
'(Seventy-Five of Engineering Eclucation." 

I n  the future the Egleston Medal will be awarded 
annually to a single alumnus who has "distinguished 
himself either in the furtherance of his branch or  the 
profession, in the development of processes or of 
technique, or in the application of engineering prin- 
ciples." 

RECENT DEATHS AND MEMORIALS 
PROFESSORGEORGEERLE BEGGS,chairman of the 

department of civil engineering at  Princeton Unirer- 
sity and a member of the faculty for  twenty-five years, 
cliecl on November 23. H e  was fifty-six years old. 


