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SCIENCE 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
VISITATION DAY AT T H E  GREENWICH 

OBSERVATORY 
THE Board of TTisitors of the Greenwich Observa-

tory nlet on June 3 to receive the rePolt of Dr. 
Spencer Jones, Lkstronomer Royal, On the work Of the 
o b s e r r a t ~ ~ ~the year ending April 30.f o ~  

Attention is called by the London Times  to the cir- 
cumstance that in  the printed list of visitors the 

some of its fundamental problen~s, have been an-
nouilced by Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor, presiclent of the 
xatiollal Geographic Society, 

Arrangements fo r  the expedition, which \trill be rnade 
a Coast Guard Cutter, have beell reached in con-

sultation with President Roosevelt, Secretary Hull 
an<l undeP-Secretarp JTelleP. Secretary Morgenthau 
and near*dmiral ~ ~R. waesche,~ ~comlnallclant~ l l 

names of professors and others nho  occupy the ~ o s i -  of the coast ~ ~\?,ho are ~ d ,~ interested in 
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tion er-o.@cio remain as heretofore, but to the name3 
of those nominated by the Royal society and the Roya1 
Astronorilical Society, six in each case, a date is a f -  
fixed to show that each is nominatecl for  a period and 
indicating when that period expires. In  this year's 
list Sir  Janles Jeans and J. H. Reynolds give place to 
Dr. C. G. Dai*win and Dr. R. Stoneley. The name of 
the late Sir  Frank Dyson xvas p r i n t ~ d  in the list, and 

that exception all the nlelnbers were present. 
The invited company numbered nearly four hundred. 

The Astronomer Royal, according to the report, is 
much concerned about the present suitability of Green- 
wich for  certain branches of work, and for  that of 
Abinger in Surrey, to which the magnetic registration 
of the elements of the earth's magnetic field -as trans-
ferred in 192-1. The electrification of further sections 
of the Southern Railway has made the removal of the 
magnetic observations a necessity. Experiments have 
been made at  Selsey nhich s h o ~  that the site should 
be not less than eight rniles from any electrified rail- 
way, TT-hich, if the magnetic obserratory is to remain 
in the south of Englancl, limits the choice to Devon. 
-4s to the astronomy, the building clevelopnlents south- 
ward of the observatory from which direction the pre- 
wiling winds come ancl the gro~i-th of industries near 
the river, together 11-ith modern developnlents of street 
lighting and the extensive use of neon signs, all hasre 
their effect On long-es~osnre photography 
in other Tyays. A table is given of the cornparis011 of 
sunshine records a t  Kew and Greenwich which is 
striking. T~venty-fire years ago the average yearly 
total a t  Green~vich mas 60 hours in excess of IKe~v's; 
this has gradually diminished, and now the Greenwich 
total is less by 160 hours, this being ascribed to loss 
Of register at Greenwich when the is lolv caused 
by atmospheric impurities. 

Dr. Jones closeb his report rvith the renlaik: "Pro- 
posals for the removal of the whole of the astronomi- 
cal work froln Greenwich and of the magnetic work 
froxn Abinger to new and more favorable sites are 
accordingly under consideration." 

SURVEY O F  T H E  CENTRAL AND SOUTH 
PACIFIC OCEAN 

PLANSfor an extensive scientific survey of the Cen- 
tral and South Pacific Ocean, v7ith a view to solsring 

the contributiolls to llaviga~ioll, both by water allcl air, 
that TT7ill be lllade by the magnetic stuclies are a 
part of the work of expeclition. concurrently \{,ith 
the carrSillg on of scientific lyork, the coast ~~~~d 
\,.ill make a of the present allclfuture needs for 
navigatiollal aids and facilities to 
a,d air 

Professor llTilbur 9 .  ~ ~ l of ~the ~,,hairmall de-
partlllent of of the ~lliversitJr of Virginia, \l,ill 
be the leader of the expedition. The party Rill include 
geophysicists, a geographer, a alld a 
photograpller, provided bv ~ hi^~ ~ 
Society; specialists on gravity froln the U.S. coast 
and ~ ~ survey;~ on d ~ ~ ifrolll the ~ ~ 
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~ ~ 
nlent of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ i ~ lMagnetism of the Carnegie Insti- 
tution of llTashington, and in nlarille biology from the 
smithsonian Institution. 

The National Broadcasting Company will sencl radio 
engineers to investigate l a ~ i o  and 
arrallge a number of broadcasts by nlenlbers of 
scientific party frola remote islancls. 

The cutter transport the expedition will 
be one of the newe~t  and largest steel ships of the 
Coast Guard >vith a length of 327 feet alld a displace-
ment of 2,000 tons. It IS fitted ~v i th  the latest type of 

depth-finders with oceall depths are 
cluicuS bgr measuring the split-secolld tirne 
during a souncl travels to the ocean bottom 

is echoed back. It carries a t.iTo-seater scout obsellva- 
tion seaplane ,vhich be used in lnaking aerial 
photographs and of Islands. 

An aspect of the be the attenlpt 
to solve by geopl,ysical lllethods some of the 
lllental geological problellis of the Pacific, 
on the various islallds for gravity and nlaglletic cieter-
minations will be set up. At the same time the geology 
and ,tructure of the islands mill be studied, Although 
a nuIllber of nlagnetic deternlinations made in 
the area a decade and more ago, no gravity work has 
been there, an(, there has been no oppor-
tunity to relate magnetic, gravity and geologic obser- 
vations. 

The expedition will sail from San Francisco and 
~vi l l  make one of its early stops a t  Canton Island, 
potential way-station for an air se~vice between the 
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Unitecl States and Canada, on the one hand, and Xew 
Zealancl and Australia on the other. Canton Island 
was the base of operations fo r  another Sational Geo- 
graphic Society expedition mhich, with the C. S, Navy, 
observed the total eclipse of the sun in June, 1937. 
I t  is now under joint American and British control. 
During its twelve months in the field, the ship will put 
in  a t  i n t e i ~ a l s  a t  Honolulu and Auckland, New Zea- 
land, f o r  supplies and mail. 

The expedition, which mill start next September 
and  mill be in the field f o r  a year, will be conducted 
by the society and the University of T'irginia, with the 
cooperation of the Unitecl States Coast Guard. 

T H E  NEW YORK INSTITUTE FOR HOSPITAL 
ADMINISTRATORS 

THE first Kew Tork Institute for  Hospital Ad-
ministrators opened a course of instruction on June 
19 a t  the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Co-
lumbia Unirersity mith a n  address by Dr. lllalcolm 
MacEachern, associate director of the American Col- 
lege of Surgeons and president of the International 
Hospital Association. The institute will continue 
through July 1. 

Authorities on all phases of hospital administration 
speak on the problems and progress in that field. 
Ninety hospital superintendentc, assistant superinten- 
dents and clelsartment heads h a ~ e  enrolled for  the 
course, which includes round-table cliscussions. No 
public meetings are  scheduled. 

The institute is slsonsored by the American College 
of Hospital Administrators and the Greater New York 
Hospital Association in cooperation with the faculty 
of medicine of Columbia University. Dr. Claude W. 
Munger, director of St.  Luke's Hospital, is director. 
Dr. S. S. Goldwater, cotlnnissioner of the Department 
of Hospitals, is chairinan of the advisory committee. 

Among the speakers are Dr. Haven Emerson, of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons; Dr. Joe R. 
Clen~mons, director of Eoosevelt Hospital; Dr. C. 
Rufus Rorem, of the American Hoslsital Association; 
Dr. Frederick LIacCnrdj , superintendent of Vander-
bilt Clinic; Mlss Edith Field, record librarian of 
Grasslands Hospital, T'alhalla, N. P.; Emanuel Hayt ;  
Dr. E. M.Bluestone, director of Xontefiore Hospital; 
Miss S. Xargaret Gillam, director of the department 
of nutrition, New Pork  Hospital, and Jaines A. Ham-
ilton, director of Sew Haven Hospital. 

The program is intended for  those familiar with 
the hospital field and does not offer a training course 
in hospital administration. I t  is expected to stimulate 
ideas and improvement in the management of hospitals. 

Two lectures are giren each morning from 9 to 10 :30 
o'clock and from 10:  30 to 12. I n  the afternoon, field 
trips to selected hospitals demonstrating various fea- 
tures of hospital admini-tration have been arranged. 

The subjects of the round table discussions of the 
evening sessions include hospital-care insurance, hos- 
pital financing, personnel management, nursing service, 
medical records, diet therapy, conlmunity relationships 
and the hospital as an educational institution. 

A similar program for  hospital administrators on the 
Eastern seaboard is being held this summer a t  Duke 
University, Sor th  Carolina. 

MEETINGS O F  T H E  THIRD COMMISSION O F  

T H E  INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY O F  


SOIL SCIENCE 

THE third Commission of the International Society 

of Soil Science, concerned mith the subject of soil 
microbiology, will hold meetings in New Brunsmick, 
S. J., from August 30 to September 1, a t  the New 
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station and Rutgers 
University. Papers will be presented on three sub- 
jects. The program on August 30 will be concerned 
mith the subject of "Legumes and Legume Bacteria," 
and reports will be given by the following: V. A. 
Albrecht, University of LIissouri ;F. E .  Allison, United 
States Department of Agriculture; A. Demolon, Cen- 
tre Kational cle Recherclies Agronomique, Persailles; 
J .  Dufrenoy, University of Bordeaux; H. Katznelson, 
N. J. Agricultural Experiment Station; L. T. Leonard, 
United States Department of Agriculture; K. V. 
Thimann, Harvarcl University ;H. (3. Thornton (presi- 
dent of the commission), Rothamsted Experimental 
Station, England; ST', W. Umbreit and P. W. Wilson, 
University of Wisconsin; A. I. Pirtanen, Biochemical 
Institute, Finland; A. L. Whiting, the Urbana Labora- 
tories, Illinois. The subject of "Microbiology of Soil 
Organic Matter" will be discussed by the following 
on the morning of August 31: Chr. Barthel and N. 
Bengtsson, Lantbrukhhijgskolan, Sweden; F. E. Clark 
and Charles Thom, United States Department of Agri- 
culture; D. FehBr, Institute of Forestry, Hungary; H .  
Murata, Kagoshima Inlperial College of Agriculture 
and Fprestry, J a p a n ;  A. G. Norman, the Iowa State 
College; C. E. Skinner, University of Minnesota; S. C. 
Vandecaveye, the JTrashington State College; S. A. 
R'aksman, N. J. Agricultural Experiment Station ; 
J. &larszewska-Ziemiecka, the National Institute for  
Agricultural Research, Poland. Papers will be pre- 
sented on the subject of "Azotobacter and I t s  Signifi- 
cance in Soil Proceshes" during the afternoon of Au- 
gust 31  by the following : G. Guittonneau, Institute Na- 
tional Agronomique, France; C. K. Horner and Dean 
Burk, United States Department of Agriculture; H .  W. 
Reuszer, Colorado Agricultural Experiment Station; 
R. L. Starkey, N. J. Agricultural Experiment Station; 
M. Winnik and M.Goldberg, Mikveh-Israel Experi- 
mental Station, Palestine. A conference will be held 
on "Legume Inoculants" under the direction of A. W. 
Hofer, of the 3.P. (Geneva) Agricultural Experi- 


