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of misunderstanding and error, and a brief glance at
the promising new fields of investigation which are now
becoming available for the geologist of the twentieth
century.

There is unfortunately an inexcusably large number
of typographical errors in the text. The reader, more-

over, can not fail to note the great disparity between -

the author’s style in various portions of his work.
Some of the paragraphs would rate high in any literary
critic’s seale of merit, whereas others seem to be merely
a suecession of hasty notes casually assembled for the
printer. Despite these shortcomings, the book will
prove of great interest not only to geologists, min-
eralogists and paleontologists, but also to those who
seek an intimate acquaintance with the thought pat-
terns of ancient and medieval times.

KirTLEY F. MATHER
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

CHEMISTRY OF THE CARBON COMPOUNDS

Richter-Anschiitz. The Chemistry of the Carbon Com-
pounds; Vol. II, The Alicyclic Compounds and Nat-
ural Products. Translated from the 12th German
edition and revised by T. W. J. TavLor and A. F.
MiLipge. Pp. xii +656. Nordemann. $15.00.

THE second volume of this admirable handbook will
be welcomed by all organic chemists, to whom the
earlier editions have been well and favorably known
for so many years. It will be especially helpful to
those Americans not familiar with the German lan-
guage, sinece 17 years have elapsed since Blakiston
published D’Albe’s translation of the eleventh German
edition.

This volume is not merely a translation of the Ger-
man text (which appeared in 1935), but represents
also an expansion and rewriting of various sections,
so far as possible with the collaboration of the original
contributors, in order to harmonize and bring the mate-
rial up to date. Those familiar with the fields covered
and the speed with which they have been advancing in
the last few years, will appreciate the magnitude of this
task. A valuable new feature is the replacing of the
Zentralblatt references by references to the original
papers and the inclusion of the names of the authors.

Richter-Anschiitz is a veritable mine of information,
not alone by virtue of its text, but also because of the
wealth of its references to the original literature.
Standing as it does between the monumental encyeclo-
pedias of the Beilstein type and the numerous college
text-books, it is unrivaled in its field and an invaluable
aid to the teacher and investigator in the vast domain
of organic chemistry. Treatises and reviews, of course,
are available which cover separate chapters in much
greater detail, but no single work in the English lan-
guage, of similar size, presents with such thoroughness
and compactness our existing knowledge of the sub-
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jeet. Its only handicap is the high cost for the com-
plete work of four volumes.
MarsToN TavLOR BOGERT

Season of Birth: Its Relation to Human Abilities. By
ErvswortH HUNTINGTON. New York: John Wiley,
vii+473 pp. 53 x 8. 1938.

AN editorial review in the Journal of the American
Medical Association states: “This remarkable book is
one of fundamental importance in human biology and
should be read by every physician and worker in fields
concerned with racial reproduction”—*“with full sup-
porting facts”; “one feels inclined to accept his con-
clusions as proved.”

A review by J. S. Wile (Americal Journal of Ortho-
psychiatry): “As an exceedingly useful document
whose theory and supporting evidence are most chal-
lenging, it should command wide attention.”

C. BE. P. Brooks, in the Meteorological Magazine
(British) : “Huntington has now proved that climate is
of even greater importance with respect to birth than
later in life.”

From reviews in other journals, the following quota-
tions may be selected: “It contains a vast amount of
evidence from all parts of the world.” “Millions of
factual data are presented in readily comparable
graphs.” “Valuable also as an example of readable
presentation of large bodies of statistical data.” “Will
increase Dr. Huntington’s already great reputation as
a persistent seeker after the significances of the en-
vironment and as one who earnestly strives to make his
discoveries widely useful by using great eare in pre-
senting them effectively and interestingly.”

In brief: Seasonal influences apparently affect
appreciably the survival rate in all stages of life, the
sex ratio and the proportion of people possessed of
superior energy and ability. The best time for eoncep-
tion and birth varies with region and weather as well as
with climate and numerous other factors. In general,
it appears that the month when temperature conditions
most closely approach the optima for human physical
health is best for conception, provided that when birth
occurs average temperatures are close to optimum for
mental activity. These temperatures have been found
by several investigators to be about 63° and 50°, respec-
tively. Mental activity appears to have been especially
important in giving the infant a good start in life dur-
ing the early, doubtless difficult stages of the develop-
ment of Homo sapiens, when these optima presumably
were established. People conceived and born under
favorable temperature conditions live on the average
more than a year longer than those less fortunately
timed, and throughout their life have better health and
more energy.

STEPHEN S. VISHER
INDIANA UNIVERSITY



