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Further details of the plan can be obtained from the
headquarters of the society, Philadelphia, Pa., inelud-
ing sales prices for the new “Book of Standards,”
1940-41 Supplements and the annual Proceedings.

CONFERENCES ON THEORETICAL PHYSICS
AND SPECTROSCOPY

THE thirteenth annual symposium on theoretical
physics will be held at the University of Michigan
from June 26 to August 18. The lecturers and sub-
jects are as follows:

Professor Enrico Fermi, Columbia University
Throughout the Session
¢‘Physics of High Energy Particles.’’
¢¢Cosmic Rays.”’

Professor E. J. Williams, University of Wales
July 12 to August 12
¢¢General Discussion of the Theory of Collision.’’
‘‘Beattering of Fast Electrons and Cosmic Ray Particles.’’

Professor Gerhard Herzberg, University of Saskatchewan
Throughout the Session ’
‘‘Band Spectra.’’

Asggistant Professor John A. Wheeler, Princeton University
July 8 to August 12
‘“The Interaction between Electromagnetic Radiation and
the Nucleus.’’

Dr. G. B. B. M. Sutherland, lecturer in physics,
Pembroke College, Cambridge
July 24 to August &
‘¢ Applications of Infra-red Spectra to the Determination
of Inter- and Intra-Molecular Forces.’’

The seventh Conference on Spectroscopy will be held
at the George Eastman Research Laboratories of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology on July 17, 18
and 19, repeating the type of program presented at
the conferences held during the past six summers. Re-
ports will be given by spectroscopists from university
and industrial research and analytical laboratories and
by biologists, geologists, metallurgists, chemists and
physicists, who have found spectroscopic equipment
useful in their investigations.

Morning and afternoon meetings will be held on
three days. Papers and discussions on analysis of
material by the emission speetrum, absorption spec-
trophotometry, photographic photometry, biologieal
and chemical effects of spectral radiation and indus-
trial applications of spectroscopy are being prepared.
Copies of the detailed program of the eonference will
be sent on request to any one interested, but as the
attendance at the conference is limited to two hundred,
those expecting to attend from a distance are urged
to signify in advance their intention of being present.
No fee is charged in connection with the econference.

The usual summer courses on practical and applied
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spectroscopy will be offered at the institute between
June 12 and July 22. Requests for fuller information
regarding the spectroscopy conference, including titles
of the papers to be presented, and for data regarding
the summer eourses should be addressed to Professor
George R. Harrison, Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, Cambridge, Mass.

BOSTON SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY

A the annual meeting of the Boston Society of Nat-
ural History, held on May 5 at the New England Mu-
seum of Natural History, the following officers were
elected: President, John K. Howard; Vice-presidents,
Glover M. Allen, Harold L. Babecock and Thomas D.
Cabot; Secretary, Charles H. Blake; Treasurer, Au-
gustus P. Loring, Jr.; Executive Director, Bradford
Washburn ; Scientific Director, Edward Wigglesworth;
Trustees, Thomas Barbour, Charles H. Blake, Arthur
Burger, Thornton W. Burgess, Alexander Forbes, Lud-
low Griscom, Ralph Hornblower, Carl T. Keller, A.
Lawrence Lowell, Alfred C. Redfield and William H.
Weston, Jr.

In February Bradford Washburn, of the Institute
of Geographical Exploration at Harvard University,
took office as executive director of the New England
Museum of Natural History. For ten years he has
been largely engaged in pioneer exploration of the
mountains of Alaska, both on the ground and from the
air. He made first ascents of Mounts Lucania, San-
ford and Saint Agnes.

Each year the society offers a prize known as the
Walker Prize for the best memoir presented in a field
of natural history. This year the prize was awarded
to Donald R. Griffin, of Harvard University, for his
paper on “The Migrations of New England Bats.”

The Walker Grand Prize in Natural History,
awarded once in five years for meritorious scientific
investigation or discovery in natural history, was
granted to Dr. John N. Couch, of the University of
North Carolina, for his work on the genus Septo-
basidium published in the early spring of 1938.

IN HONOR OF GLOVER MORRILL ALLEN

THE Visiting Committee of the Overseers of Harvard
University and the faculty and staff of the Museum
of Comparative Zoology gathered on the afternoon
of May 5 to do honor to Dr. Glover Morrill Allen.
The oceasion was to celebrate the appearance, within
one year, of three publications of outstanding im-
portance.

1. The first volume of the Mammals of China and
Mongolia, being volume 11 of the series entitled Natural
History of Central Asia, published by the American Mu-
seum of Natural History. )

2. The Checklist of African Mammals, being volume 83
of the Bulletin of the Museum of Comparative Zoology.



May 26, 1939

3. Bats, a complete account of the evolution and natu-
ral history of the group, published by the Harvard Uni-
versity Press.

Nearly a hundred persons were present. The meet-
ing was presided over by George Russell Agassiz,
senior member of the faculty of the museum. Presi-
dent Emeritus A. Lawrence Lowell was present at
Mr. Agassiz’s side. 4

Addresses of congratulations were made by the
director of the museum, Thomas Barbour, on behalf
of the staff; by Sherwood L. Washburn on behalf of
Dr. Allen’s graduate students; by Professor F. L.
Hisaw, speaking for the Division of Biology, and thén
Harold J. Coolidge, Jr., read a number of letters of
congratulation and appreciation which had been re-
ceived from Dr. Allen’s colleagues far and wide.

Dr. Allen was presented with a hammered silver
bowl, a replica of one in the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York, made by Paul Revere. It was suit-
ably inscribed with a statement of the reasons for
the presentation. After this Dr. Allen made a brief
reply expressing his appreciation.

A humorous broadeast “direct from Afriea,” which
had been prepared with incidental music by a group
of Dr. Allen’s undergraduate students, was then turned
on, and at its conclusion the company adjourned to
Mr. Agassiz’s room for refreshments.

PRESENTATION OF THE WILLARD
GIBBS MEDAL
Tue Willard Gibbs Medal of the Chicago Section of
_the American Chemical Society was presented to Dr.
Donald Dexter Van Slyke, chief chemist of the Hos-
pital of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research,
at a meeting in the Stevens Hotel, Chicago, on May 19.
Dr. Charles A. Kraus, of Brown University, presi-
dent of the American Chemical Society, made the
presentation to Dr. Van Slyke, who was cited for his
work on the chemistry of proteins, enzyme action, blood
chemistry and the metabolic conditions of diabetes and
nephritis. The citation reads:
The acceleration of interest and of active work in mod-
ern quantitative clinical chemistry during the past quarter
century is in no small degree attributable to Dr. Van Slyke.
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The need of the clinic for micro-methods for the analysis
of small and readily obtainable samples of blood found in
him, always adept at the development of analytic methods,
the person ready to make the greatest contributions of
his generation to this field.

Dr. Van Slyke is honored for his contributions to chem-
istry, physiology and medicine. The genius of the medal-
ist lies in his ability to see through a subject, clarify its
problems, devise methods for their solution and ecarry
the whole enterprise through to a successful conclusion.
His contributions have the virtue of directness, simplicity
and elegance combined with a minimum of speculation.

This genius, now recognized by the award of the Willard
Gibbs Medal, has previously brought him the honorary
degree of Se.D. from Yale in 1925, and from Michigan,
his alma mater, in 1935. In 1938 the University of Oslo
conferred upon him the honorary degree of M.D. He
was awarded the Mickel fellowship, Toronto, in 1936, and
the Philip A. Conne gold medal of the Chemists’ Club,
New York, in 1937.

Dr. Glenn E. Cullen, of the Children’s Hospital Re-
search Foundation, Cincinnati, collaborator with Dr.
Van Slyke in researches, spoke on “The Medalist”;
Professor Charles D. Hurd, of Northwestern Univer-
sity, chairman of the section, discussed “The Sig-
nificance of the Willard Gibbs Medal,” and Dr. Kraus
deseribed “The Life and Works of Willard Gibbs.”
Dr. Van Slyke, in his address of acceptance, traced the
development of controlled oxygen therapy. Howard
Vineent O’Brien, of The Chicago Daily News, gave the
epilogue. Dr. Van Slyke delivered a scientific address
on “Renal Mechanisms Controlling Blood Composi-
tion” on the following day before members of the sec-
tion at Northwestern University.

Dr. Van Slyke’s fields of work have embraced the
chemistry and physiology of the proteins and amino
acids, quantitative formulation of the theory of buffer
action, demonstration of enzyme action by formation
of temporary enzyme-substrate compounds, various
phases of physical chemistry of the blood, micro-
methods for the gases and other constituents of the
blood, a system of microanalyses by manometrie tech-
nique and various diagnostic tests, particularly those
for the detection of acidosis in diabetes and of renal
failure in Bright’s disease.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Dr. George Davip BirRkHOFF, Perkins professor of
mathematies at Harvard University, retiring president
of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, will retire on September 1 as dean of the fae-
ulty of arts and sciences, having filled the allotted
three years in the deanship. He will be succeeded by
Dr. William Secott Ferguson, MecLean professor of
ancient and modern history. Dr. Birkhoff has been

appointed Harvard exchange professor to France for
the second half of the academie year 1939-40.

Dr. James B. HERRICK, emeritus professor of medi-
cine at Rush Medical College, Chicago, was awarded
at St. Louis the distinguished service medal of the
American Medical Association in recognition of his
diseoveries in conneetion with heart disease.




