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the Takelma of Oregon, for example, are marvels of
suceinet presentation and put to shame many a more
pretentious monograph. It is therefore regrettable
that he left incomplete his magnificent collection of
materials on Nootka, Yana and Hupa.

Dr. Sapir’s major published eontribution, however,
lies in the field of language. His control of the per-
fected techniques of Indo-European and Semitic phi-
lology was extended into the realm of primitive lan-
guages. Lexical and grammatical contributions, rang-
ing from Hebrew and Tocharian to American Indian
Uto-Aztecan, Hokan, Athapasean and Wakashan, at-
test his extraordinary fertility. The soundness of these
analyses can not be challenged. Beyond this, though
fully recognizing independent developments, his em-
phasis on “drift”—the idea that languages differen-
tiated from a common base will show parallel modifica-
tions—Iled him to suggest genetie connection in families
previously regarded as distinet.

The more unique contribution lay, not in structural
nor historical phases, but in language as a psychologic-
symbolic phenomenon. In the first place, he offered
in “Language” (1921) a new approach of broad philo-
sophic sweep. Pointing out that the traditional classi-
fication of languages relates properly only to their tech-
niques, he emphasized the more fundamental character-
izations of conceptual types and degrees of synthesis.
The primary concern is with basic concepts, their
radical or relational, pure or concrete nature, and the
mechanisms for their expression. Essentially, this is
emphasis on language as thought rather than as form.

His studies of the interrelations of psychiatry and
culture are closely allied to this. Here he was con-
cerned that psychiatry and psychoanalysis should profit
from a study of variant cultural matrices and that
cultural behavior as mechanism for thought and living
should be understood in terms of psychological experi-
ence. When chairman of the Division of Anthro-
pology and Psychology, National Research Council
(1934-35), he had opportunity to lay the groundwork

"for coordinated studies along these lines, which may
be expected to bear future fruit.

His most striking personal characteristics were a
crystalline quality of thought and speech and an ever-
present kindliness. The artistry of his effortless verbal
performances, his articulateness, was a delight. It is
no accident that half his writings are groups of poems,
literary and musical eriticism, showing the same height-
ened sensibility to nuances of sound and meaning, the
same intuitions, that fertilized his linguistic and psy-
chiatrie work.

No life can be long enough to accomplish the pro-
gram he set for himself, but we can only regret that
his proved so brief.
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EDMUND CECIL SHOREY
1865-1939

Dr. EpmMuND C. SHOREY, retired senior biochemist
of the Bureau of Plant Industry, U. S. Department
of Agriculture, died on January 30 at Emergency
Hospital, Washington, D. C., after a protracted ill-
ness. Ile served, since refiring in 1935, as a collab-
orator with the Division of Soil Fertility Investiga-
tions, where formerly he was in charge of biochem-
ical investigations of soils and fertilizers.

Dr. Shorey, born on March 5, 1865, in Lanark
County, Ontario, Canada, was graduated from Queens
University, Kingston, Ontario, with a B.A. degree in
1886, an M.A. degree in 1887, a D.Sec. degree in 1896
and gold and silver medals in chemistry and natural
science, respectively.

His professional career began as chemist for the
Kohala Sugar Company of Hawaii in 1893. Upon
annexation of Hawaii in 1899, he became food com-
missioner for the territory and served for four years.
In 1903, Dr. Shorey entered the field that later held
his major attention, when he joined the Hawaii Agri-
cultural Experiment Station as chemist. In 1907 he
was transferred to the Bureau of Soils in Washington,
D. C., and was associated with the Division of Fer-
tility Investigations until 1915, when he was placed
in charge of the Division of Chemical Investigations.
He left the government service in 1918 to engage in
industrial chemieal research, but returned to the Divi-
sion of Soil Fertility Investigations in 1922 as bio-
chemist, becoming senior biochemist in 1928.

Dr. Shorey’s major interest was in the organie con-
stituents of soils and the nature of humus. His out-
standing research in this field gained him an inter-
national reputation. His intense interest in this re-
search was maintained until the last, as evidenced by
the publication last March of his work upon the pres-
ence of allantoin in several soils, He was actively
engaged in similar work up to his final illness.

Dr. Shorey was a fellow of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science, a member of the
Ameriean Chemical Society for more than forty years,
a member of the Society of Biologieal Chemists, a
member of the Washington Academy of Seciences and
a fellow of the American Institute of Chemists. His
home at the time of his death was in Falls Chureh,
Va.
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RECENT DEATHS
Winiam H. CornixNs, director of the Observatory
of Haverford College from 1892 to 1904 and prefect
of the college from 1897 to 1919, died on March 11,
aged seventy-nine years.

OSWALD SCHREINER

WiLLArp DELL BrgeLow, since 1913 director of the
research laboratory of the National Canners Associa-
tion, died on March 6 at the age of seventy-two years.




