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EXPEDITION 


OK June 27 Dr. C. M. Cooke, Jr., leader and mala- 
cologist, Mr. Y. Kondo, assistant inalacologist, and 
Mr. Elwood C. Zlmmerman, entomologlst, Bishop 
II11seum scientists, departed from Honolull~ aboard 
the S. S. JIollterey fo r  Suva, Fiji, to collect inollusks 
and insects fo r  the museum. The duration of the t r ip  
\'as three months. 

The expedition was named for  Mr. IIenry G. Lap-
ham, of Boston, in appreciation of his interest and 
financial assistance to the muse~uin's program of ex-
ploration in the Pacific. Dr. C. &I.Cooke, Jr., also 
gave generouqly to the fund and personally financed 
exploration in Lau Province. ?frithout the aid of these 
two nien it TI-OII~~ have been irripossible for  the staff 
to have made the trip. The museum is greatly indebted 
to tliem. 

Because of illness a t  home Dr. Cooke ~ ~ a s  recalled to 
Honolulu after three weeks in the field. Mr. Zimmer- 
man assumed the post of acting leader and with Xr .  
Iiondo and Jacob Ulumira, a Fijlan assistant, con-
tinued exploration, follo~ving closely the itinerary inade 
11p a t  the beginning of the expedition. 

During the course of the expedition collections were 
rnade in the follo~ving areas: first, Ovalau island; see- 
ond, TTiti Levu, the 1arge.t Island of Fiji .  upon which 
exploration was done in the Rewa, Serua and Tholo 
north districts; ancl third, in Lau Province, or the 
eastern Fijian iilands, where Munja. Vanua AIbalaru, 
Xango, Lakemba, Oneata, Naiau and Noala Islands 
were visited, Approximately sixty islands -were seen 
and notes were taken on the appearance and, \vhere 
they were viewed closely enough, the extent of the 
forests upon them. 

Tile expedition mas principally one of reconnais-
sance. I t  11-as a prellrninary survey of the region, 
ancl one of its main purposes was to determine the best 
type of exploration for  this area and the place3 where 
intensive field work should be clone when funds are 
arailable lo r  futu1.e expeditions. As a result of the 
experience gained in thia exploration it ~vill be much 
easier fo r  the staff to plan future Fijian expeditloni. 

The staff returned from the field on September 28 
x i th  oi~t~tandi i igsuccess and coinprehenslve collec-
tions. I t  is estimated that the entomologist procured 
approximately twenty-fire thousand speciinens ; the 
n i ~ n ~ b e r  ascer-of land shells taken has not yet been 
tained, but a splendid cross section of the fauna mas 
obtained by concentrated work. I n  entomology and 
malacologp many "lost species" Tvere reciiscovered 
tr-hich evidently had not been collected since the types 
viere taken. The museum's collectioils of Fijian land 
shells and iii3ects is noTv second to none in nuinbers 

and comprehensiveness. 31an-y new species of land 
shells mere collected, and the number of aeli. species of 
insects obtained must be counted by hundreds. The 
success of the expedition mill not be truly l<no~\m until 
the material haq been prepared, specimens studied by 
speciaiists, data sifted, and the results published. 
These accoinplishment.: \1,il1 not be reallzed for  nlany 
gears because of the bulk of tlie material. 

During most of the t r ip  tlie scientists ~vere fortn- 
nate in haring favorable weather, but, as is to be ex- 
pected in  that region, a namber of collecting days 
were lost because of unpropitious weather. The ex-
pedition was planned for  the "dry season" in order to 
facilitate field work, but, as the drier season comes in 
the win te~ ,  the entoniologist found that, nit11 fen. 
exceptions, the summer insects, such as many Lepidop- 
tera, buprestid and elaterid beetles and many others, 
were in tlie nymphal, larral or pupal stages, and adults 
v-ere either rare or entirely unobtainable. The season 
eviclently had no effect on land shell collecting. 

T H E  WORK O F  T H E  COMMONWEALTH 
FUND 

TIIE twentieth annual repolt of the Con~~nonmealth 
Funcl, \vhleh mas e~tabllshed as a foundation "to do 
~oinethmg for the welfare of inankmd," dcirlng the 
year appropriated $2,277,953 for  philanthropic pur-
pose.. ;\lore than four fifth< of this amount \va> de- 
voted to the promotion of physical and mental health, 
much tile lalger share g o n ~ g  to ineilical education, 
medical r~seaich,  public health and conlnlunity 110s- 
pltals In rural area.. Both the total appropriat~ons 
and the percentage set apart  for  health purposes were 
the largest in the history of the iund, the e n d ~ \ ~ m e n t  
having been ~ncreaYed in 1937 to approunnately $30,-
000,000. 

Explesslng his conviction that "come of the inost 
i~ilportant things that can not be done mltiloilt money 
can not be done with money alone," the general dlrector 
of the fund reported that In encornaging services to 
prevent dlseace and pron~ote health, the fund "has 
clemonstratecl repeatedly that inoney ~vlll  not create or 
nialntaia s1icl1 serrlces at  optll~lum levels un1e.i a great 
deal nlope than illone3 1s put into them. H e  ~7-rltes: 

Foundations have learned t h a t  to spend lno~tey ef- 

fectively fot social ends it  is necessary to iaxest judgtnent 

and teclinical skill, in generous quantity, in the choice of 

projects to be aided and in the evaiuatioll of their results 

as a guide to further choices. They are foltunate in 

being able to focus relatirely large amounts of technical 

skill on the study and sontetilnes the shaping of rela-

tively sinall projects. They arc particnlarlp justified in 

doing so -xhen the projects in qucation thron light 011 the 



