
upset. Dr. Jacques, who was in his forty-third year, 
was unable to swim. Dr. Lebour, who is now seventy 
years old, was abIe to keep afloat until rescued. 

THE death is announced of Professor S. P. L. 
Siirensen, director of the chemical department of the 
Carlsberg Laboratory a t  the University of Copen-
hagen, a t  the age of seventy-one years. 

PROFESSORKARLSCHROTER.emeritus professor of 
botany in the Federal College of Technology, Zurich, 
has died a t  the age of eight?-four years. 

ITis stated in Nature that the British Minister of 
Health has approved a n  order made by Slough T o m  
Council under the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1932, for  the preservation of Observatory House, 
Slough, the residence of Sir William Herschel, where 
he set up  his 40-ft. telescope, and also of his son, Sir  
John Herschel. 

A CEREMONY in commemoration of the biologist and 
physician, Lazzaro Spallanzani (1729-1799) will be 
held'at Padua nest spring during the meeting of the 
International Congress of Experimental Biology. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

T H E  PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION 


AND T H E  NATIONAL PARK 

SERVICE 


s $ ~ ~ ~ ~on the eighty-nine PM-A projects for physical 
improvements in the national parks and monuments, 
from PITA allotments amounting to $2,090,500, which 
'lrere announced in was under wag before 

Ranging from allotments for to $230,000 for 
one project, most of the work involves iln~rovements 
to utilities, including sanitation facilities, water Sys-
terns, lighting and power plants in the various areas of 
the Federal park system. I n  Tosemite National Park, 
California, there are ten miscellaneous projects that 
will be carried out a t  a cost of $200,600. 

Boulder Dam Recreational Area, Nevada, mill have in-
creased facilities at the Hemenway Wash area being devel-
oped on the shore of Lake Mead. These ill include 
water, sewage, electric it^ and an irrigation system. This 

$150)000'
Olympic National Park, Tyashington, mill get an ad-

ministration building, custodian's home, warehouse and 
on land donated to the Federal Governmentby the 

city of Port Angeles, Jvashington. A new fire lookout 
tower, fire patrol cabins and trailside shelters will be pro-
vided. The projects for this park mill cost $90,000, with 
an additional $25,000 for the extension and reconstruction 
of the telephone and radio systems, and $90,500 for mis-
cellaneous trail construction. 

In  Yello~~stoneSational Park, Wyoming, $230,000 will 

L~~~~~volcanic ~ tpark, ~ ~ ~ fiTTe be spent for improvement and extension of the water, sew-~ i california, l 
projects are in progress involving a total expenditure 
of $76,500. One a t  Carlsbad Caverns, New Mexico, 
involves the installation of modern plumbing facilities 
in the caverns, 750 feet below the surface. This entails 
pumping ram sewage to the surface>requiring a 
type pump-a problem seldom experienced by sanitary 
engineers. 

At  Lava Beds National Monument, California, a well 
will be drilled 900 feet through a lava cap in an effort 
to find water. The water has now to be hauled some 
distance in tanks and barrels. At Petrified Forest 
National Monument, Arizona, a pump house and new 
pipe line will be installed to increase its fresh water 
supply obtained from a well a t  "Pig River" twelve 
miles away. A well d r i l l ~ da t  Petrified Forest several 
years ago produced only salt water. 

Some of the larger projects undertaken in the na-
tional parks and monuments are : 

At Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, a schoolhouse 
and teacher's residence together vith schoolroom equip-
ment, to cost $35,000; Giant Forest, in Sequoia Sational 
Park, California, an improved water system to cost 
$36,000; modern mater and selvage systems at ~~~k~ 
Mountain National Park, Colorado, $42,000; an extension 
to the storage reservoir at Mesa ' ~ e r d eNational Park, 
Colorado, $35,000. 

age and electric systems for Old Faithful, West Thumb, 
Fishing Bridge and Canyon. An additional $12,500 are 
expected to go on five secondary fire lookouts. 

An allotment of $45,000for the Statue of Na-
tional lIonument, Ne,r Tork, permit the replacing of 
an old six-inch water main from the tip of &fanhattan 
~ ~to ~ l ~~J~ d~ ld ~ ~~ ~ l ~ ~ d .  

of the other projects involve relatively small 
sums, and have to (10 with sewage, water, sanitary facili-
ties and similar improvements. The Salem Maritime 
National Historic Site, Massachusetts, will have its 
separate and inadequate heating plants replaced by 
a new central plant in the old custom house, to serve 
Derby House and Hawkes House. 

T H E  DEDICATION O F  T H E  McDONALD 
OBSERVATORY 

THE ceremonies attending the dedication of the Vc-
Donald Observatory a t  Fort  Davis, Texas, to be held 
from hfay 5 to 8, be conducted jointly by the 
University of Chicago and the University of Texas. 
On this occasion a n  astronomical symposium will be 
held under the auspices of the observatory and of the 
Warner and s~vaseyCompany, under the general title 
"Galactic and Extragalactic Structure." Those wish-
ing to attend the dedication and the symposium are 
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requested to make hotel reservations by ~ r i t i n g  to the 
Observatory, Fort  Davis, Texas. 

The Sonth~vestern Division of the American Asso- 
ciation for  the Advancement of Science mill hold its 
annual meeting a t  Alpine, Texas, from May 2 to 5, 
inlmediately preceding tlie dedication ceremony. On 
Thursday evening, Mag 4, Professor Arthur El. Comp- 
ton will deliver the annual John TTesley Powell Lecture 
of the Southwesten1 Di~ision on "Physics TTlews the 
Future." On Thursday morning and afternoon the 
sessions of the Section on Physical Sciences ~vill be 
reseri ecl fo r  astronomical papeps. Contribntions to  
this prograni are  invited from all observatories. Titles 
should be sent to Dr. C. T. Elvey, hIoDonald Observa- 
tory, Sor t  Davis, Texaq, before April 1. 

On Friday morning there will be a n  astro~lomical 
symgdsium at  the 3TcDonald 0baer1-atory a t  TT-liich the 
presidixlg officer will be Profe,;sor EIexlry Yorris Rus- 
sell, director of the Princeton U n i ~  ersity 0b.ervatory. 
The speakers will be Professor Harlo~i- Shapiey, of the 
Harvard College Observatory; Dr. J. Gallo, of the Na- 
tional Obser~ atory of Alesico, and Dr. J. X. Plaskett, 
director emerituy of the Dominion dstrophysici~l 
Obser~atory. 

The program a t  tlie dedication on Friday afternoon 
of the hIcDoualc1 Obsersatory \rill bc as follomh: 

Tendcr of conipleted observatory to the director bg 
President P. E. Bliss, of the Warner and Sivasey 
Company. 

Acceptance of tlie completed obse~~atory  by Professor 
Otto Strnve, Perlces Obserxratory. 

The Cooperati1 e Enterprise, ' ' Prcsiclent Robert Xay- 
nard Hutchias, of the Uai.irersity of Chicago. 

Acceptance for the University of Texas by a member of 
tlie Board of Regents. 

"Some Features of tlie New &Error, ' ' Dr. J. S. Plas-
lrett, director emeritus of the Dominion hstrophys- 
ical Observatory. 

''The First of the Sciences,) ) Professor Arthur H. 
Compton, University of Chicago. 

Dedication of the observatorj-, President J. ST. Calhoun. 
of the University of Texas. 

On Saturday there will be a symposiunl on "Galactic 
Structure." In  the morning Professor S. A. Mitchell, 
of the 1lcCorrnick Observatory, -rail1 preside, and Dr. 
J. H. Oort, of the Leiden Observatory, ancl Dr. R. J. 
Trumpler, of the rniversity of California, will take 
part.  111 the afternoon the presiding officer ill be 
Professor H. G. Gale, of the University of Chicago, 
ancl the speakers -rvill be Dr. Otto Struve, of the Yerkes 
Observatory; Dr. Bart  J. Bo$ of the Har ra rd  College 
Obserratory; Dr. C. T. Elrey, of the ilfcDonalc1 Ob- 
servatory, and Dr. G. P. Kniper, of the Yerkeq Ob-
servatory. Dr. E. A. JIilne, of the University of Ox- 
ford, mill speak on "Cosmological Theories" a t  the 

erening session, over tvliieli Dr. E d ~ i n  Hubble, of the 
BIount SITilson Observatory, vilI preside. 
il further sympo3iurn on "Galactic and Extra-

galactic Structure" \'ill he held on Sunday presldecl 
over in the morning by Professor E. F. Carpenter, of 
tlie Steward Observatory, with Dr. TYalter Baade, of 
the Mount ST-ikon Observatory, ancl Professor Harlow 
Xhapley, of the Harva-cd College Observatory, as 
speakers. I11 tlie aftclnoon Dr.. TJT. S. ildama. of 
the Xount llTilson Obserratorj-; Dr. Ceoll~a Payne 
Gaposchkin, of the EIarrard College Observatory; 
Dr. J17. TV. Jlorgan, l-erkes Obser~ atory; Dr. Bertil 
Lindblad, Stockholm Observatory and Morrison re-
search as-oeiate a t  the Lick Observatory, ancl Dr. S. 
Chandrasekliar, of the Terkes O b s e r v a t ~ ~ y ,  ~5-ill take 
part in the discussion. I n  Ihe evening Dr. Arthur H. 
Compton, of the Uni~ersi ty  of Clileago, s ~ i l l  preside, 
and Dr. Edwia Hubble, the Xount Wilson Observatory, 
will be the speaker. I n  the final session on 1Ioaday 
morning Dr. IT. IT. TT'right, of the L ~ c k  Observatory, 
will be the presiding officer, and the speakelss ~ ~ 1 1 1  be 
Dr. Joel Stebbins, of 11-ashbnrn Observatory, and Pro- 
fes-or Henry Norris Russell, of Princeton Univerhity 
Observatory. 

AWARD O F  T H E  HILLEBRAND PRIZE O F  

T H E  CHEMICAL SOCIETY O F  


WASHINGTON 

THE Hillebrand P r i ~ e  of the Chemical Society of 

\lTashington, fo r  1938, has been arr arded to Raleigh 
Gllchrist and Ed\\ ard TT7icher~, of the National Bu-
reau of Standarda, fo r  their paper entitled "A New 
Sjsteru. of dnal>tical Cheinis t i~ f o r  the Platinum 
lletals," presented before the ninth International 
Congress of Pure and Applied Che~xiistry at Xadrid. 

The work represents the first general advance in the 
analytical chemistry of the platinum group since De- 
ville and Stas devised methods for  the analysis of the 
platinnm alloys uced in fabricating the international 
prototype meter and kilograni, over sixty years ago. 
The rierr systern enables the chenlist to separate and 
deternline these six closely related ntetals ~ ~ 6 t h  de-a 
gree of accuracy equal to that of the niore exact pro- 
cedures used for  the common metals. 

Related procedures applied to refining have re-
sulted in the preparation of the platinum metals in an 
exceptionally high degree of purity. These pure 
metals and solne of their alloys arc used to establish 
certain important standards based on natural con-
stants, such as freezing points in  the upper range of 
the temperature scale, standards of radiation, of elec- 
trical resistance and of t.11ermal electromotive force. 

The prize \Till be ax-arded a t  the annual dinner of 
the society, ~ ~ h i c h  be llelcl a t  the Coslnos Club on 
Slarch 9. 


