
T H E  AMERICAN I N S T I T U T E  O F  T H E  CITY 

OF N E W  YORK A N D  T H E  AMERICAN 


ASSOCIATION F O R  T H E  ADVANCE- 

M E N T  O F  SCIENCE 


AFFILIATIONof the American Institute of the City 
of New Tork was voted by the council of the Amer- 
ican Association for  the Advancement of Scie~lce a t  
Richmond on December 27. This affiliation is on the 
same basis as the association's afliliated state academies. 
The Smerican Institute was chartered in 1828 "for the 
purpose of encouraging and promoting domestic indus- 
t ry  in Sew Tork State and in the United States." 

At a subsequent meeting of the Sssociation of State 
Academies, Professor E .  C. L. Miller, of the Virginia 
Academy of Science, was authorized to appoint a 
committee to w o ~ k  svith representatives of the Amer- 
ican Institute in  arranging plans whereby tile Amer- 
i c a ~ ~Institute may cooperate with the state academies 
and their junior academies in activities of mutual 
interest. 

The American Institute conducts separate programs 
for each of its three groups of members. For  adults 
it presents, popular demonstration meetings, round-
table discussions, symposia, forums and dinners. An-
nually, since 1932, it awards its gold medal to an indi- 
vidual o r  corporation in order to ('suitably recognize 
meritorious achie~ements in science, industry, engi- 
neering or architecture that hare a broad incidence on 
human ~velfare.'! The gold medal for  1938 will be 
awarded to the Sperry Gyroscope Company for  out- 
standing achievement in the design and manufacture of 
instruments for  navigation resnlting in greater safety 
both in the air and on the sea. 

Each year, the Smerican Institute gives one or  two 
fellowships to ((persons 7~7110 have done outstanding 
work in the interpretation of scientific, engineering or 
industrial achievement which promotes effectively the 
knowledge and general understandng of these arts and 
sciences." For  1938, the fellowships are awardecl to 
Dr. Ross 9.Baker, professor of chemistry a t  the Col- 
lege of the City of New Tork, for  the pronlotion of 
better teaching and evidence of deep appreciation of 
the problems of students in  colleges, and to James T. 
Grady, director of the department of public informa- 
tion of Columbia University, for  his pioneer work in 
promoting accuracy of science reporting through the 
press. 

Separately organized within the American Institute 
are its associate members between 18  and 25 years of 
age. They ha^-e their own officers and committees, and 
they plan their own programs and social events. Most 
of them are college students or graduates already spe- 
cializing in some branch of science. They take part in 
round-table discussions, field trips, member demonstra- 
tions and general meetings. 

One of the most vital parts of the mork of the ..&met= 

ican Institute is its science and engineering clubs. 
As described in the issue of SCIENCEfor December 2, 
1938, these are a recent expansion of the program it 
has fostered in  Yew Torl; C i t ~and vicinity for  eleven 
yeals. New funds have become available for the mork 
of establishing and aiding science clubs elsewhere, fo r  
assisting in organizing workshop courses, science con-
gresses, photographic exhibits and science fairs. The 
official publication of the Anlerican Institute Science 
Clubs is the Scievzce Obsewer, a monthly newspaper 
carrying columns devoted to youth research projects, 
up-to-date news in science and club activities. 

The American Institute, now 111years old, conducted 
the first h'ew 'ork County Fair  in the Masonic Hall 
in Kern Tork City on October 24, 1828, to encourage 
manufactnrera and ills~entors in  the United States, and 
to bring the public's attention to the varieties and ex-
cellence of goods made in America. At its subsequent 
county fairs, which are still held each year a s  the 
school science and engineering fair, the American In- 
stitute introduced to the public the Norse telegraph, 
the Hoe press, the Ilason and Hamlin organ, the Mc- 
Cormick reaper and the Singer sewing machine. 

Congressman James Tallmadge (1778-1853) mas 
one of the founders of the institute and was its presi- 
dent from 1831 to 1850. H e  also served a s  Lieutenant- 
Governor of New lTork State in 1825 and helped to 
found New york University. H e  mas a staunch sup- 
porter of the Whig doctrine of the protection of 
growing American industry. Other distinguished offi- 
cers and members famous in American history were 
Daniel Webster, Henry Clay, Cornelius Vanderbilt 
and Peter Cooper. Horace Greeley was its president 
from l8GG to 1871. I n  its early days the membership 
of the American Institute u-as from ten to fifty. I t  
held its early meetings in Tammany Hall and later in 
Broad Way House. I t s  fairs mere at  one time held in  
Castle Gardens, now the New York City Aquarium. 

AWARDS O F  T H E  AMERICAN SOCIETY O F  
CIVIL ENGINEERS 

AT the eighty-sixth annual meeting of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers in  New Tork City the 
Hoover Medal was presented to John Frank Stevens, 
formerly chief engineer of the Panama Canal. The 
medal was received for  Mr. Stevens by his son, Donald 
F .  Stevens, of Baltimore, a paj t  president and honor- 
ary member of the society, superintendent of transpor- 
tation of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Gano 
Dunn, past-president of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, made the presentation, and Ralph 
Budd, president of the Burlington and Quincy Rail- 
road, spoke of Mr. Stevens's achievements. 

Other medals and prizes were awarded as  follows: 
The Norman Medal to Professor Hunter Rouse, of the 
California Institute of Technology; the James R. 



JAXCARY 27,  1939 SCIENCE 75 

Croea Medal to E. C. Hartman, of the Aluminum 
Research Laboratories of New Kensington, P a . ;  the 
James Laurie Prize to Leon S. Moisseiff, who designed 
the Queensboro and Xanhattan bridges and was con-
sultant on such bridges as  the George Vashington, 
Golden Gate, TTThitestone and many others. 

The -4rthur 31. TT-ellington Prize was presented to 
Charles 31. Koble, engineer, for  the Pennsylsrania Turn- 
pike Commission, Harrisburg; the Collingswood Prize 
fo r  Junior Engineers uras presented to Douglas M. 
Stewart, of the Ingersoll-Rand Company, New Pork. 

Five honorfiry memberships, g i ~ e n  to outstanding 
engineers, were conferred on the follo~ving : C. Frank 
Allen, professor emeritus, &Iassachusetts Institute of 
Technology; Anson Narston, pad-president of the so- 
ciety and dean emeritus of engineering, Iowa State 
College, dmes, Iowa; Arthur S. Tuttle, past president 
of the society, who has spent most of his life in the 
service of Nesv 'ork City in an engineering capacity; 
Frank  E. R-eymouth, general manager and chief engi- 
neer of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, who has just completed the Los Angeles 
Aqueduct, and Edward E .  JTall, director of public 
utilities fo r  St.  Louis, who was represented by I?. G. 
Jonah, chief engineer fo r  the St.  Louis-San Francisco 
Railway. 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH UNDER T H E  

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


ACCORDINGto an Associated Press dispatch, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt commended "to the consideralion of the 
Congress" on January 23 a omp pi la ti on of the activi- 
ties of federal agencies in the field of research. 

The report, prepared by the National Resources 
Com~nittee, discussed federal research in medicine, 
agyiculture, economics, public administration, etc. It 
suggested the coordination of such efforts. 

Mr. Roosevelt's message follows: 

I transmit here~vith for the information of the Congress 

a report entitled ' Besearch-,% National Resource '' com-
piled by the National Resources Committee. 

This report deals with the relation of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to research. Subsequent reports in this field will 
cover research by colleges, universities and foundations, 
by business organizations, by the industrial laboratories 
and by the state and municipal governments. 

The dependence of civilization on science is universally 
recognized, but the extent of the activities of private and 
public agencies carrying on scientific inquiry is not gen- 
erally k n o ~ n .  I t  is unlikely that large numbers of our 
people hale any adequate reaIizatioii of the services which 
are being rendered by the executive agencies of tlie Fed- 
eral Government through scientific researches in medicine, 
agriculture, economics, public administration and the 
other natural and social sciences. 

This report indicates the new emphasis in recent rears 
on activities in the social science fields and stresses the 
need for effective coordination of all agencies engaged 
in research in order to achieve the solution of many of 
our more difficult problems. 

I commend the report to the consideration of the Con- 
gress. 

I n  the report, the conlmittee recommendecl these 
steps : 

Further studies on work of the advisory committees 
which cooperate TT-ith federal research agencies and on 
research being done by state$ and municipalities. 

Improvement in methods of recruiting research workers 
for government service. 

Buthorization for government research agencies to con- 
tract for cooperation with recognized private research 
orga~~izations. 

Financial support for international scientific meetings 
and encouragement of American participation in them. 

Organization of government research so as to avoid the 
possibilities of bias. 

Encouragement of decentralized research outside of tlie 
government. 

Further interrelation of governmental research agencies 
by organization of central councils similar to those 
formed by psi\ ate research. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

DR. EDWARDR. TTEIDLEIK, director of the Mellon 

Institute, Pittsburgh, Pa., has been presented with 
a Meritorious Service Medal of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania for '.his outstancling contributions to industrial 
science." 

DR. ARFOB. CA>I~ERER, ofdirector the National 
Park Service, received the gold Cornelius Amorg 
Pugsley Medal for park service in 1938 at  the forty- 
fourth annual meeting in New P o r k  City on January 
16 of the American Scenic and Historic Preservation 
Society. 

THE Oersted Medal of the American Association of 
Physics Teachers, established through the generosity 

of an anonymous donor, was awarded for  1938 to 
Professor Alexander TTilmer Duff, professor emeritus 
of physics a t  the Worcester Polytechnic Institute. The 
award was made at  the annual meeting of the dmer- 
ican Association of Physics Teachers in Washington, 
D. C., on December 30. 

THE Robert FIT. Hunt  Award of the American In-  
stitute of Xining and 3Ietallurgical Engineers fo r  
1939 ill be made to K. C. BIcCutcheon and John 
Chipman for  their paper on "Evaluation of Gases 
from Rimming-Steel Ingots." The award of the In-  
stitute of Xetals Division will be made to Frederick 
S. Rhines and Robert F. Blehl in recognition of their 


