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O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  AMERICAN CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY 

D ~ .sAlICEL L ~ ~ ~ the, institutecoLVILL~ dean of 
of Technology of the University of Minnesota, bas 
been elected president of the American Chemical So- 
ciety for  1940. Dr. Lind mill take office as president- 
elect on January 1, 1939, at which time Professor 
Charles A. Icraus, of Brown University, becomes pres- 
ident, succeeding Dean Frank C. TVhitmore, of Penn- 
sylvania State College. 

The new president-elect mas chosen by the council 
from four nominees receiving the largest number of 
votes in a national poll by mail by more than 22,000 
members of the society. The council includes national 
officers, directors, editors of publications, past presi- 
dents. chairmen of professional divisions and coun-
cilors of the eighty-five local sections. 

Dr. Lind, who has been editor of the Jozcrizcil of 
P?~ysicaT Clzetnistry since 1933, has been a leader of 
chemical research in the field of radioactivity, radium 
extraction and n~easnrement, influelice of radiation on 
chemical action, liinetics and chemical reactioris, photo- 
chemistry and chemical effects in electrical discharge. 
H e  originated the ionization thcorj- of the chemical 
effects of radium rays and invented the Lind inter-
changeable electroscope of radium meaqurements. 

H e  taught at  the Ilassachusetts Institute of Tcch-
nology in 1902-03 and at the University of Michigan 
from 1905 to 1915. H e  has been associated \lit11 the 
United States Bureau of ;Clines since 1913, first as  
chemist in radioactivity and since 1918 as physical 
chemist. H e  was chief chemist of the bureau from 
19'73 to 1925 and associate director of the Fixed Nitro- 
gen Research Laboratory, Kashington, D. C., in 1025- 
26. Before becoming dean of the Institute of Tech-
nology in 1935, he was director of its School of Chem- 
istry for nine years. 

Three directors and four councilors-at-large have 
been elected as follows: 

Dr. E. R. Weidlein. director of the Xellon Institute of 
Industrial Research. Pittsburgh, and past president of 
the society, elected from the third district, comprising 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Ohio. 

Thornas Midgley. Jr., of Tl'ortliiagton, Ohio, vice-presi- 
dent of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporatioa, reelected director- 
at-large. 

Professor Arthur J. Hill, chair~nan of the department 
of chenlistrq of Tale University, reelected from the first 
district, includillg Connecticut, ?rIassachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Maine, New Hampshire, Termont and Canada. 

Dr. George D. Beal, assistant director of the Xellon 
Institute, Pittsburgh. 

Dr. Henry Gilman, professor of organic ellemistry at  
the Iowa State College. 

Dr. I-Iarrg N. Holmes, head of the department of chem- 
istry of Oberlin College. 

Professor Harold C. Urey, professor of chenlistry a t  
COIU"bia 

T H E  AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 

- 4 ~the regular monthly meeting of the American 
Geographical Society held in the auditoriunl of the 
American Museum of Natural History, Roland L. 
Redmond, president of the society, announced that Dr. 
John Icirtland Kr igh t  had been appointed director of 
the society. His  appomtment is effective immediately. 

Dr. Wr;ght graduated from Harvard College in 
1913 arid received the P11.D. degree in 1922. H e  has 
been on the staff of the American Geographical So-
ciety since 1920, as librarian from 1920 to 1937 and 
since then as research editor. His  main interests lie in 
the fields of historical geography, population studies 
and geographical bibliograpl~y, on which subjects he 
has publLshed hooks and peiiodical articles. H e  bas 
also edited several of the publications of the soclety, 
notably ((New England's Prospect: 1933" and Dr. C. 
0. Paullin's monumental "Atlas of the Historical 
Geography of the United States." which was published 
jointly with the Carnegie Institution of Washington. 

Founded in 1852, the llmeiicari Geographical So-
clety is the oldest geographical society in the United 
States and the leading reqearch institution of its kind. 
In  1915, with a reorganization of the staff, Dr. Isaiah 
Bowman mas appointecl as the first director, a posi-
tion that he held until 1935, when he assumed the presi- 
dency of the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. 
During the twenty pears of Dr. Bowman's director-
ship the activities of the society were greatly enlarged. 
Manx projects of research were undertaken, among 
them the compilation and publication of a great map 
of Latin America in 107 sheets (now nearing comple- 
tion), as well as studies of the polar regions and of 
the parts of the world that are still open to pioneer 
settlement. Some fifty authoritative books dealing 
with nearly all phases of geography haye been issued 
by the society since 1915. and the society 011 several 
occasions has been called into consultation by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Included on its couricil are: Isaiah Bowman, Cliarles 
R. Crane, F. Trubee Davison. Lincolil Ellsworth, John 
H.  Finley, William Hale Harkuess, H .  Stuart Hotch- 
kiss, Archer &I.Huntington, Arthur Curtiss James, 
Wesley C. Mitchell. Frank L. Polk, J\Tilliani A. Rocke-
feller, Carl C. Shippee. 

AWARD O F  T H E  EDISON MEDAL O F  T H E  

AMERICAN I N S T I T U T E  O F  ELEC- 


TRICAL ENGINEERS 


DR. DTJGALD professor emeritus of elec- C. JACIISOPT, 
trical engineering a t  the &Iassachusetts Institute of 
Technology, has been awarded the 1938 Edieon Medal 


