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FUNCTIONS O F  AN ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY* 
By Professor R. E.COKER 
UNIVERSITY O F  NORTH CAROLINA 

PERHAPSYOU know that there are two chief reasons 
for  a presidential address, reasons that most people 
are too polite to mention. One is the gracious desire 
to flatter the president by making him think he is 
expected to have something to say that will be inter- 
esting or instructive to the members, which may or 
may not be the case a t  all;  the other is to let people 
know who is the president. When a man is elected to 
the presidency of a national society he enjoys Justi- 
fiably a feeling of great pride; he may even experi-
ence a degree of inflation, but that soon subsides as  
he learns that few and even fewer care who is 
president. I n  a near my home, 
there was a boy in the grades who did not 
know who was the chief executive officer of the United 
States. The teacher, wanting to shame Or to 

him to go home and ask his father' The 
1 Address delivered by the president of the Ecological 

Society of America at  the annual dinner in Indianapolis, 
December 28, 1937. 

boy went and returned. "Well, Johnny," said the 
teacher, "did your father tell you who was president?" 
Johnny arose with an obviously triumphant air, as  he 
replied, '(1axed paw and he don't know." Johnny 
was destined to become a political orator with a flair 
for  the dramatic. H e  indulged in a rhetorical pause 
before he added: ((Paw don't know who is President- 
and what's more, he don't give a damn !" 

Early in the year some friends intimated that per- 
haps the society would be pleased if I should bring 
to an end the practice of having annpal presidential 
addresses. I n  acceptance of this challenge, I seemed 
to have two choices: one was to allow the custom to 

lapse forthwith; the other was to deliver an address 
to end all presidential addresses. It occurred to me 
that 1might do both. The matter to follow, then, will 
probably not meet the specifications of a presidential 
address and it may lead to a conclusion that will dis- 
courage the desire, a t  least, fo r  future addresses of a 
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parences or examining x-ray films. The device has 
given satisfactory service, and the image is bright 
enough ordinarily to be read in a lighted room. 

A METHOD O F  DETERMINING ASCORBIC  
ACID IN  SKIN1  

SICINis unsuitable fo r  treatment by the customary 
procedures fo r  the extraction of vitamin C from tis- 
s u e ~ . ~A method has been devised based upon the 
ability of collagen to soften and swell when heated in  
acid solutions. The samples of skin are weighed, 
minced with scissors and placed in large test-tubes with 
10  cc of a solution containing 8 per cent. acetic3 and 

TABLE I 
GUINEA-I'IQ SKIN MINCEDAND SAMPLED TRIPLICATEI N  FOR

DETERMINATIONOF VITAMINC 

Sample of skin Ascorbic acid 

* 4th washing. 
1 From the Division of Laboratories and Research, New 

York State Department of Health, Albany. 
2 0. A. Bessey and C. G. King, Jour. Biol. Chem., 103:  

687-698, 1933. 
3 Trichloroacetic acid is broken up on heating and can 

2 per cent. metaphosphoric acid. The tubes are  drawn 
out with a blast lamp and sealed after eva.cuation of 
the air. They are then placed in boiling water for  
twenty minutes, opened immediately upon removal, 
and the contents transferred to a second tube for  cen- 
trifugalization. After the supernatant fluid has been 
decanted, the sediment, consisting of softened pieces 
of skin, is broken u p  in the tube with a glass rod and 

TABLE I1 
GUINEA-PIG S~MPLED QUADRUPLICATESKINMINCEDAND I N  

FOR THE DETERMINATIONVITAMINC I NOF THE 
PRESENCEADDED ACIDOF ASCORBIC 

Sample Ascorbic acid Ascorbic acid Added as.corbic 
of skin added determined acid recovered 

washed with 2 cc of 8 per cent. trichloroacetic- and 2 
per cent. metaphosphoric-acid mixture and again cen- 
trifugalized. This procedure is twice repeated. The 
pooled supernatant-fluids are  then titrated with 0.05 
per cent. 2,6-dichlorophenolindophenolsolution accord- 
ing to the method of Bessey and King. The tables 
illustrate the agreement between samples and the recov- 
ery of added vitamin C. 

The nielhod has been in constant use for  the past 
year and has given consistent and reproducible results. 

CALVIN C. TORRANCE 

not be used at  this step. The digested skin is later washed 
with trichloroacetic acid to precipitate the proteins. 
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second volume. 
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Micromethods of Quantitative 
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By JOSEPH B. NIEDERL, PH.D., Associate Professor of Chemistry, and 
VICTOR NIEDERL, Teaching Fellow; both at New Y o r k  University, Wash-  
ington Square College. 

This book is primarilx a laboratory manual for teaching and practicing the methods of quantitative 
organic microanalysis of pure organic compounds under ordinary laboratory conditions. I t  is intended 
principally for colleges giving a course in this subject and for organic chemical research laboratories, 
either industrial or academic. I n  this book the original procedures as set forth by Pregl have been 
adapted to general laboratory conditions without impairing their intrinsic value and accuracy; further- 
more, they have been simplified to make them comprehensible to the student possessing only an average 
undergraduate knowledge of chemistry. 271 pages; 53 illustrations; 6 by 9; $3.00 
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I INDICATORS 
The Coleman & Bell Company 

manufacture a complete list o f  in- 
dicators including all of the com- 
mon indicators used in analytical 
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and biological work, the hydrogen 
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addition many rare indicators suit- 
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cators are available in both the 
dry form and in solution, ready to 
use. Certain indicators are offered 
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