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REVISIONof our maps of the moon may be necessary 
as a result of the discovery of a series of craters and 
walled plains, near the edge of its visible disk by H. 
Percy Wilkins, British astronomer, who reports his new 
discoveries in the Journal of the British Astronomical 
Association. Oceupying twenty degrees of latitude on the 
southeast edge of the moon, this tangle of walled valleys, 
craters and high peak8 has escaped discovery for many 
years, chiefly because nobody looked there carefully 
enough until now. Commenting on Mr. Wilkins's dis-
covery, Dr. Walter Goodacre, acting director of the 
society, recommended further observations of the moon's 
edges, which may lead to additional discoveries. 

YEARSof drought, like the seven lean years of Joseph's 
Egypt, are due to grip the Great Basin area of the West, 
Dr. Ernst Antevs, of the Carnegie Institution of Wash-
ington, prophesies in the new scientific publication of 
the American Geographical Society. Dr. Antevs has made 
a special study of climatic cycles that swing over long 
periods of time. He finds that the down curve in far  
western rainfall has already begun, and states that i t  is 
due to reach its climax in a terrific drought about ten 
years hence. The region for which Dr. Antevs makes 
his forecast lies between the Wasatch Mountains in the 
Sierras, comprising about 175,000 square miles in the 
states of California, Nevada, Utah, Idaho and Oregon. 
He feels that farmers and stockmen in this region should 
make long-range plans to meet the situation. 

CHEMICALSeven more potent than prontosil and 
sulfanilamide, in overcoming streptococcus and pneu-
monia infections in mice, are reported by Dr. Sanford 
M. Rosenthal and Hugo Bauer, of the U. S. National 
Institute of Health. Human trials have not yet been 
made of the new chemicals. Prontosil, product of the 
German dye industry, burst on the medical world a 
little over a year ago as a spectacular, life-saving remedy 
for deadly streptococcus infections of mothers following 
childbirth. Other human ills caused by the streptococcus 
and by various other bacteria were soon found to yield 
to prontosil. No sooner had reports of its usefulness in  
treating disease appeared than chemists in England, 
France and the United States began analyzing and try-
ing to improve it. The first result of this research was 
the discovery that the related chemical, sulfanilamide, 
was as good as'prontosil itself. Further research has 
developed chemicals that are 5 and 6 times as good as 
sulfanilamide when used to treat mice infected with 
streptococci. One of these chemicals, the formaldehyde 
sulf oxylate derivative of sulfanilamide prepared by Dr. 
Rosenthal and Mr. Bauer, has the advantage of being 
soluble in water. This should make it  easier to use for 
treatment of infection since ampoules of the solution can 
be made up in advance and kept ready for use. Here-
tofore it  has been necessary to dissolve the dry material 
just before using it. 

Temperature I( 
BATHS . . water or o i l  

General and Special Purpose
Constant to -t O.OgOC. 

Adjustable to Temperatures from - l o0  to 
2000 c .  

With or Without Built-in Refrigerators 
for Constant TemperaturePARTS . Equipment 

Sensitive Thermoregulators 
Supersensitive Relays
LoLag Immersion Heaters 

SERVICE . . Aminco technicians 
are ready at all times to design special constant 
temperature equipment to suit your specific
needs. 
Fully Described in New Catalog 38-A 

I N E S S L E R  S O L U T I O N  I 
prepared quickly and easily-

with I
I NESSLER SALT I 
I A New Compound I 

A perfectly balanced, delicately adjusted 
salt for the rapid preparation of Nessler 
Solution. Free from Mercurous com-
pounds, it forms a clear stable solution 
with Sodium hydroxide. 
Results in a very clear, stable solution, 
not affected by carbonates. Produces a 
perfectly clear solution with Ammonia 
which remains stable for a long time. 
Nessler Salts packaged in G8 gm. bottles. 
(Enough to make 1 liter Nessler Solution)

$2.75 per bottle 
W r i t e  for Complete Information 

Sold Exclusively by
E M P I R E  

L A B O R A T O R Y  SUPPLY CO. ,  I n c .  
507-559 West 132nd Street New York, N. Y. 



10 SCIENCE-ADVERTISEYENTS VOL. 87, No. 2250 

. - - - -- - - - 

,/ 

i 

B & L SMALL LITTROW SPECTROGRAPH 

A PRACTICAL INSTRUMENT FOR 
TRAINING IN SPECTROGRAPHY 

The B & L Small Littrow Spectrogra'ph incorporates many features, particularly 
adapting it to educational training for industrial applications. Wavelength range 
is from 2100 to 7000 A. dispersed over a length of six inches. Simple in design, 
sturdily built, yet light and easily portable it is a highly practical instrument at 
moderate cost for practical training methods. 

Optical system is of crystal quartz and is of the Littrow "auto-collimating" type. 
A device is provided for printing a millimeter reference scale adjacent to the spec- 
trum. Plate holder is of the book type taking 2"x 7" plates. All optical parts, 
with the exception of the face of the slit plate, are enclosed and protected against 
dust and mechanical damage. Write for B & L Catalog D-20 describing this and 
other items of Spectrographic Equipment. Address Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 
642 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 
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