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W e  have used common nails with complete success 
and have found that the following sizes are the most 
convenient f o r  the experimental animals designated: 
fo r  old mice, rats, etc., 1 6  penny (33 inch) nails; f o r  
guinea pigs, rabbits, ground squirrels, etc., 30 penny 
(49 inch) nails; and for  ferrets, monkeys, woodchucks, 
etc., 60 penny (6 inch) nails. 

The procedure of intracerebral inoculation, as  
routinely carried out in our laboratory with the in- 
strument just described, is  as  follows. The site to be 
inoculated is usually in the parietal region overlying 
the right cerebral hemisphere, midway between the 
external canthus of the right eye and the external 
occipital protuberance. Following anesthetization of 
the experimental animal and suitable preparation of 
the skin, a small incision is made through the skin a 
short distance to  one side of this mid-parietal site. The 
point of the instrument is  inserted through the skin 
incision, the scalp is retracted with it, and the skull is 
penetrated a t  the site described. The point of the 
instrument is  left i n  place in the skull and the needle 
of the syringe containing the suspension to be injected 
is slid along the groove until, penetrating the skull 
beside the point, it enters the cerebral cortex. The 
desired amount of inoculum is injected, and the needle 
and the instrument are withdrawn together. Follow-
ing withdrawal, the retracted skin, by immediately 
rebounding, provides a satisfactory covering for  the 
opening through the skull. 
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FILTER-METHOD FOR CLEAN ISOLATION 
O F  TRICHINELLA-LARVAE 

ITis well established that Trichinella-larvae having 
entered the stomach move to the small intestines of the 
host in  order to invade instantly the mucous mem-
branes. The following procedure makes use of this 
activity of the larvae as  it  is done in the Bearman- 
method. 

The neck of a glass funnel is transversally cut and 
a perforated rubber stopper slipped over the stump 
in order to hold a test-tube (centrifuge) in  a water- 
tight position. The funnel rests on a tripod ling 
(see Fig. 1 ) .  A cylindrical fruit (Mason) jar, smaller 
in circumference than the funnel, a fitting glass cover, 
four layers of gauze and a rubber stopper (the latter 
in order to close the inner opening of the funnel, if 
desired) may be kept ready. 

F o r  use, both funnel and test-tube are filled with 
t a p  water ( 2  per cent. sodium chloride solution is 
preferable). Thoroughly minced Trichinella meat is 
mixed with digestion fluid and filled into the jar. I t s  

top is then covered with four layers of gauze, which is 
tightly ligated around the rim. The glass cover is 
now pressed against the gauze filter and the jar placed 
upside down into the funnel. After the cover has 
been cautiously removed the jar rests in  an upright 
position in  the funnel. The apparatus remains undis- 
turbed in the incubator. 

After completion of the digestion the glass cover is 
inserted, the jar  removed, the inner opening of the 
funnel closed with the aid of the rubber stopper, and 
the fluid in  the funnel decanted. More recently we 
omit the use of glass cover and rubber stopper for  
these operations without disadvantage. The sediment 
in the test-tube contains the total amount of living 
Trichinellas of the digested meat free from coarse 
particles. Further operations follow the ordinary 
methods. 
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