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- SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

STUDY OF THE GULF STREAM

TrE Bermuda Biological Station and the Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution have undertaken a
cooperative investigation of the long period fluetua-
tions in strength of the Gulf Stream. The ultimate
purpose of these studies is to learn whether or not the
circulation of the ocean varies sufficiently from year
to year to be an important factor either in the climate
of northern Europe or in the success of the fishing on
both sides of the North Atlantic.

Dr. J. G. F. Wheeler, director of the Bermuda Bio-
logical Station, who has just returned from England,
stated that the eighty-foot motor yacht The Culver
has been purchased with a grant of $25,000 from the
Development Commission of Great Britain and prob-
ably would reach Bermuda in January or February to
supplement the work of the Woods Hole vessel, The
Atlamtis.

Dr. Thompson, hydrologist of the John Murray ex-
pedition to the Indian Ocean, and Dr. H. V. Moore, of
the Marine Biological Station at Plymouth, England,
are joining the staff of the Bermuda laboratory to
assist Dr. Wheeler during the period of the new
project. .

The Atlantis began making routine observations last
June to follow the changes in volume of the Gulf
Stream.. When The Culver reaches Bermuda she will
gradually take over some of this work. Data covering
" a period of at least five years will be needed before
it can be known whether or not the variations are of
sufficient magnitude to be helpful in long-range
weather forecasting or in predicting the success of the
European fisheries.

The British Development Commission is providing
$17,500 annually for five years to permit the Bermuda
Biological Station to carry out her share of the pro-
gram. The various fisheries officials on both sides of
the North Atlantiec have agreed to help in correlating
the variations in the ecatech with the temperature
changes over the fishing banks that may result from
the fluctuations of the major ocean currents.

It may be of interest to add that this new grant to
the Bermuda laboratory was obtained by a special
committee of the Royal Society which had been formed
to help to develop Bermuda as an oceanographic base.
At the same time that the observations for the physical
program are being secured, a general biological survey
of the Sargasso Sea will be earried out under Dr.
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THE HARVARD UNIVERSITY COLLECTION
OF GLASS FLOWERS

Tar Harvard collection of glass flowers, one of the
best known and most interesting exhibits in the univer-

sity, aceording to the Harvard Alwmni Bulletin, will
probably receive no more additions, as Rudolph
Blaschka, in whose studio at Hosterwitz, Germany, all
the glass flowers have been made during the past fifty
years, has been compelled to give up work because of
age and impaired vision. He is eighty years old. The
models now in the Harvard Museum represent about
720 species of flowering plants and more than 3,000
seetions and magnified details. )

It ‘was in 1887 that Rudolph Blasehka and his
father, Leopold, who died in 1895, sent the first small
shipment of the glass flowers to Harvard. Since then
the entire output of the studio has come to the univer-
sity. The Blaschkas have done all the work alone,
without the aid of an assistant or apprentice, and with
Rudolph Blaschka’s retirement there will be no one to
continue the production. The last shipment, which
consisted of fifteen fruit models, came in September,
1936. ‘

Professor Oakes Ames, director of the Botanical
Museum, says in his annual report: “A prolonged ill-
ness, and impaired vision brought about by the exabt-_
ing nature of his art, have eompelled Mr. Blasehka to
cease work indefinitely. Indeed it is doubtful that he
will add materially to the eollection to which he has
devoted the greater part of a long life. Tt is gratify-
ing to report that Mr. Blaschka may look forward to
a comfortable retirement through the generous terms
of Miss Mary Lee Ware’s bequest to the Botanice
Museum.” ‘ )

Miss Ware, who died last January, made a bequest
of $300,000 to support Rudolph Blaschka and his wife,
to preserve the collection and to pay the Botanical Mu-
seum staff. Miss Ware and her mother, Mrs. Charles
Eliot Ware, financed the collection from the beginning
in memory of Dr. Charles Eliot Ware, of the class of
1834,

Professor Ames says in his report that more than
200,000 persons, doubtless attracted chiefly by the
glass flowers, visit the Botanical Museum every year.

THE PITTSBURGH AWARD
TrE Pittsburgh Award for 1937 was conferred upon
Dr. Francis C. Frary, director of research of the
Aluminum Research Laboratories of the Aluminum
Company of America, by the Pittsburgh Section of

.the American Chemical Society. This honor was last

conferred upon Andrew W. Mellon and Richard B.
Mellon in recognition of their services to chemistry as
evidenced in the founding of the Mellon Institute of
Industrial Research. The formal presentation will be
made at a meeting of the section on February 24.

Dr. Frary, through his achievements in the metal-

" lurgy of aluminum, has helped to bring to Pittsburgh

an international reputation for research in metals. He




