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arrangements for the International Congress of Mathe-
maticians to be held in Cambridge, Mass., early in
September, 1940.

The Mathematical Association of America met on
Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning, September
6 and 7. At the closing session, Professor G. A. Bliss
gave an address on the life and work of Professor
Herbert Ellsworth Slaught (1861-1937). The Mathe-
matical Association of America was founded in 1916
under the inspiration and guidance of Professor
Slaught.

The arrangements made by the department of
mathematics and other departments of the Pennsyl-
vania State College for the convenience and entertain-
ment of the visiting mathematicians and their guests
left nothing to be desired. The joint dinner of the
two mathematical organizations at the Nittany Lion
Inn was attended by three hundred and eleven persons.
A special luncheon for women mathematicians was
held in honor of the women who were pioneers in
mathematieal research in America.

T. R. HOLLCROFT,
Associate Secretary

LECTURES OF THE NEW YORK ACADEMY
OF MEDICINE

TaE third series entitled “Lectures to the Laity”
of the New York Academy of Medicine, of which Dr.
James Alexander Miller is president, opened on Oecto-
ber 28. The title of the present series is “The Art
and Romance of Medicine.” The lectures will be given
at 8:15 p. M. The program is as follows:

October 28. ‘‘From Barber-Surgeons to Surgeons—
The Evolution of Surgery as a Profession,’’ Dr. Francis
R. Packard, editor of Annals of Medical History.

November 24. ¢‘The Meaning of Medical Research,’’
Dr. Alfred E. Cohn, member of the Rockefeller Institute
for Medical Research.

December 23. ¢¢Dr. Watson and Mr. Sherlock Holmes,’’
Dr. Harrison Stanford Martland, professor of forensie
medicine, New York University College of Medicine.

January 27. ¢‘Medicine in the Middle Ages,’’ Dr.
James J. Walsh, extension professor, Fordham Univer-
gity.

February 24. ¢‘The Search for Longevity,’’ Dr. Ray-
mond Pearl, professor of biology, the Johns Hopkins
University.

March 24. ¢‘The Physicists’ Contribution to Medi-
cine,’’ Dr. Edward Elway Free, consulting physicist.

April 28. ‘‘Medicine and the Progress of Civiliza-
tion,’’ Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, president, Columbia
University. )

May 26. ¢‘X-Ray within the Memory of Man,’’ Dr.
Lewis Gregory Cole, consulting roentgenologist, Fifth
Avenue Hospital.

IN HONOR OF DR. JOHN H. NORTHROP
Dr. Joux H. NorrHROP, of the laboratories of the
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, Princeton,
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N. J., was presented with the Charles Frederick
Chandler Medal of Columbia University for “funda-
mental discoveries concerning baeteria, the constitu-
tion of proteins, and the chemistry of digestion” on
October 27. Following the presentation, Dr. North-
rop delivered the fourth in a series of Chandler Me-
morial Lectures, taking as his subjeet “The Chemical
Nature and Mode of Formation of Pepsin, Trypsin
and Bacteriophage.” Dean George B. Pegram pre-
sided at the presentation ceremony,

The medal was founded in 1910 to honor Professor
Chandler, called the father of the American Chemical
Society, who was born in 1836 and who for more than
half a century was a pioneer in the advancement of
public health and in industrial chemistry. He directed
the teaching of chemistry at Columbia, where he was a -
founder of the School of Mines.

The report of the Committee on the Chandler Lec-
tureship Foundation, which nominated the medalist
and of which Professor Arthur W. Thomas is chair-
man, is as follows:

Dr. Northrop’s researches have opened an important
road to the investigation of protein constitution and the
chemistry of digestion. He was the first to isolate the
digestive enzymes, pepsin and trypsin, as well as their
respective proferments in crystalline and apparently pure
condition. He is also known for his studies of phos-
phoric acid in stareh.

His experience made it possible for Dr. W. M. Stanley,
of the Rockefeller Institute, to isolate in erystalline form
the virus for the tobacco mosaic disease. This erystalline
protein may have far-reaching significance in understand-
ing diseases due to different viruses.

His work on fermentation led to the development of a
process for the production of acetone and ethyl aleohol,
which solved one of the problems connected with the
manufacture of war materials.

Dr. Northrop and his father, the late John I. North-
rop, of the department of zoology of Columbia Uni-
versity, both studied under Professor Chandler. Dr.
Northrop was born in Yonkers, N. Y., on July 5, 1891.
He received the bachelor of science degree from
Columbia University in 1912, the master of arts in
1913, and the doctorate in 1915. Harvard University
conferred upon him the honorary degree of doetor of
science during the tercentenary celebration last year.
Since 1916 he has been associated with the Rockefeller
Institute for Medical Research. He is a member of
the National Academy of Sciences, the American
Chemical Society, the Society for Experimental
Biology and Medicine, the Harvey Society, Sigma Xi,
Phi Lambda Upsilon, Delta Kappa Epsilon, the Kaiser
Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher and of the edi-
torial board of the Journal of General Physiology.

Previous recipients of the medal include Leo H.




