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letins of the Engineering Experiment Station at  Cor- 
nell and with W. D. Pomeroy, of Seneca Falls, was a 
winner i n  1930 of the Melville Medal of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers fo r  a "thesis of 
exceptional merit." H e  had performed many investi- 
gations and tests as a consultant in private industry. 

Throughout his career on the faculty of Cornell 
University, Dean Diederichs maintained his interest 
in  student activities, particularly in athletics. Elected 
in  1907 as  track adviser for  the athletic association, 
he became its president in  1913 and served through 
1925, being elected again in  1932 and serving until he 
became chairman of the new board of athletic control. 
H e  was known as the father of the regional scholar- 
ship plan of the athletic association. 

I n  recognition of his many years of service to his 
alma mater, as student, teacher and administrator, the 
class of 1935 designated him as "Cornell's Man of the 
Year" in dedicating its classbook to him. H e  was a 
member of Quill and Dagger, senior honorary society; 
Tau Beta Pi, Phi  Kappa  Phi and Phi  Sigma K a p p a  
fraternities, and belonged to such professional socie- 
ties as  the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
the Society of Automotive Engineers, the Society for  
the Promotion of Engineering Education, the German 
Society of Engineers and the American Society for  
Metals. 

A CORRESPONDENT 

LORD ROTHSCHILD, FOUNDER O F  T H E  

ZOOLOGICAL MUSEUM AT TRING 


LORDROTHSCHILD,founder of the Zoological Mu- 
seum a t  Tring, England, which is considered the finest 
privately owned institution of its kind in the world, 
died on August 27 a t  the age of sixty-nine years. 
Before his illness he took the chief par t  in  the man- 
agement of his museum, and was accustomed to work 
side by side with members of his staff cataloguing new 
specimens which were continually ai-riving from all 
parts of the world. I n  a.ddition he also maintained 
a t  Tring a large private zoological garden. 

I n  an account of his life and work the London Times 
writes : 

Since his earliest days Lord Rothschild had been de- 
voted to zoological science, and it  was his'boyish hobby 
of collecting butterflies that led to the founding of his 
museum. Before the War the collection was stated to 
be the largest of its kind in the world, and through the 
years it  continued to increase. The reason of its rapid 
growth was the necessity Lord Rothschild found of ac-
cumulating not merely specimens of a creature from 
every part of its habitat, but of obtaining a very large 
number of specimens of each individual kind. The scope 
of the museum was very wide. Many thousands of mam- 
mals, birds, fishes and reptiles were mounted in the spa- 
cious buildings designed to house them. A description 

of the museum in detail would fill volumes. Exhibits 
traced the development of species and included examples 
of extinct or disappearing animals, in addition to which 
there was an exceptional collection of horns from all over 
the world. Between 1,000,000 and 2,000,000 butterflies 
were in the departments to which Lord Rothschild was 
specially devoted and concerning which he had been the 
largest contributor to our knowledge. 

Ornithologists learned with dismay in 1932 that the 
collection of birds, an outstanding department of the mu- 
seum, had been sold and was going to the United States. 
The reasons given for that step were the heavy burden of 
maintaining a private museum and the consequent neces- 
sity of disposing of part of it. The choice lay between 
the sale of the birds or the sale of an even more complete 
collection of insects. Lord Rothschild chose to dispose 
of the former. The collection of birds was particularly 
rich in '(types." I n  modern systematic zoology, when 
a new species is described, in addition to the publication 
of an adequate diagnosis, preferably with a figure, an 
actual individual specimen is selected by the author of 
the species and its registered number in a private or pub- 
lic collection is stated. This selected example is known 
as a "type" which acquires a high money value as well 
as scientific interest. 

Lord Rothschild wrote numerous articles on zoology; 
was the author of "Avifauna of Laysan," and was the 
joint editor of "Novitates Zoo1ogicae"-published a t  
the Zoological Museum, Tring. I n  1911 he was elected 
a Fellow of the Royal Society and he had been a trustee 
of the British Museum since 1899. 

RECENT DEATHS AND MEMORIALS 

DR. HUGHD. REED, head of the department of zool- 
ogy of Cornell University, died suddenly on August 
23 a t  the age of sixty-two years. 

PROFESSOR HITCHINGS,EDSONFORBES from 1905 to 
1911 state entomologist of Maine and later, until his 
resignation in 1918 on account of ill health, in  charge 
of the department of horticulture in the University of 
Maine, died on September 8 a t  the age of eighty-four 
years. 

DR. JAMESNATHANIELJENNE,for  the last ten years 
dean of medicine a t  the University of Vermont, died 
on September 9. H e  was seventy-seven years old. 

PROFESSORJ .  E .  DUERDEN, head of the Wool In-  
dustries Research Association in  Leeds; honorary fel- 
low in zoology of the University of Leeds, and an 
honorary curator of the American Museum of Natural 
History in  New York City, died on September 4 a t  
the age of sixty-two years. 

Nature announces the death of Professor Josef 
WoldFich, director of the State Geological Institute a t  
Prague; of A. Shasples, formerly government mycolo- 
gist of the Federated Malay States and head of the 


