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of marsupials, ineluding some rare species, from Fer-
gusson Island, New Guinea, has been purchased.

The Entomological Department has been given by
Charles Dru Drury a number of interesting papers
relating to his ancestor, Dru Drury (1725-1803), who
was famous for his collections and descriptions of
insects.

Among additions to the Mineral Department is a
nugget of osmiridium, weighing nearly an ounce, from
Adamsfield, near the source of the Derwent, in Tas-
mania. Osmiridium is an ore of iridium (which is
used for the tips of fountain pens, among other
things) mixed with osmium. The museum already
possesses a rather bigger nugget, reputed to be the
second largest in the world, but that now acquired is
better crystallized. Another important purchase is a
slice, weighing 1,387 grams, of a rare stony-iron
type of meteorite known as a pallasite, from Spring-
water, Saskatchewan. Of historical interest is a selee-
tion of minerals from the collection of Wilhelm Karl
von Haidinger, who from 1823 to 1826 worked in
Edinburgh with Thomas Allan, a celebrated Scottish
mineralogist, whose collections are at South Ken-
sington.

A. W. G. Kingsbury, who has recently been collect-
ing in the Mendips, has rediscovered the locality for
pyromorphite, a lead phosphate, which was known
there in the eighteenth century. He has presented a
specimen of this to the museum, as well as a fine large
piece of the rare lead oxychloride known as Mendipite.
To the Department of Geology a collection of nearly
200 fossil fruits and seeds from the Cromer forest bed,
all described by Mrs. E. M. Reid and her husband, the
late Dr. Clement Reid, has been given by Mrs. Reid.

MATERIAL REWARDS FOR SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH

The British Medical Journal calls attention to a
resolution recently passed by the French Academy of
Medicine advocating the legal protection of ideas as
well as their applications. The Journal writes:

On June 8 one more step was taken in the direction of
giving scientists material rewards for their discoveries
when the French Academy of Medicine passed a resolu-
tion in favor of this prineiple. During the past decade
this problem has appeared from time to time on the
agenda of scientific and allied bodies, including the
League of Nations and its offspring the International
Institute of Intellectual Cooperation. In a report pre-
sented on behalf of the Commission of Intellectual Co-
operation, Bergson maintained that in the scientific field
a new idea, not only its application, deserved protection
on behalf of its author. Last March a study of the
rights of savants was presented to the Academy of
Medicine by Paul Olagnier. The commission, which
was appointed by the Academy, and which was com-
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posed of some of its most distinguished members, has
now issued its report, and it was as a response to this
report that the Academy on June 8 unanimously voted
a resolution in which the Government was invited to
submit to Parliament the draft of a law aiming at the
preservation of the rights, moral and material, of savants
and inventors in all the fields in which their discoveries
and scientific inventions exist. In the preamble to this
resolution it was noted that legislation as it now stands
does not grant to savants the same rights with regard
to their discoveries and inventions as those enjoyed by
the authors of literary and artistic works. It has seemed
for some time that the discussion of this subject by
learned societies has inevitably been doomed to the-
futility of pious wishes lacking executive expressionj
but what has given rise to hopes that this problem may-
be transferred from the academic to the legislative plane:
is that the French Government has prepared the draft:
of a law amplifying and harmonizing already existing
legislation concerning authors’ rights. With good will
it ought not to be difficult to couple these proposed re-
forms with clauses extending the rights of authors to
scientists in Bergson’s spirit.

THE MUSEUM OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

A musguM of the industrial arts and sciences is
under development at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. Instead of being housed in a separate
building, it is divided into many units, seattered
through the three miles of corridor and utilizing
various foyers and stairwells. The reason for this
arrangement is that each department is to have its
own exhibits in its own domain, and under its own
immediate supervision. A ecentral committee, under
Professor -Edwin S. Burdell, professor of sociology
and dean of the newly created Division of Humanities,
is correlating the departmental programs.

It is expected that future growth will come to a large
extent from the initiative and enthusiasm of the staff
and the student body, and that cooperation will come
from the alumni. A museum is visualized which will
be of benefit to student and general public alike, and
which will show not only the activities of the school
but also the great movements in science and engineer-
ing that have affected and are affecting the social
destinies of mankind. The committee has as its ideal
this accent upon the connection between science and
the individual—a connection which is becoming more
and more appreciated, but by no means clearly under-
stood.

Though the institute’s charter in 1861 made pro-
vision for a museum, it was not until 1920, when the
department of naval architecture and marine engineer-
ing was opened, that anything resembling a museum
came into being. That department was created by the
bequest of Charles Herbert Pratt, which stipulated a
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marine museum. The marine collections grew rapidly
under Professor James R. Jack, for many> years head
«of the department. The large print and model col-
lection of Captain Arthur Clark, one of the finest col-
lections of its kind, was acquired by bequest; also,
from the Navy Department, a series of models repre-
senting the evolution of the United States Navy. Pro-
fessor Jack himself has made five models of ships of
prime importance in American history. Arrangements
are now being made for receiving as a loan exhibit the
large print collection of Henry P. Kendall, depicting
the whaling industry.

Other exhibits either installed or in process of
preparation are: specimens showing the evolution of
the telephone; other specimens showing the evolution

of the vacuum tube; a series of models representing .

problems in descriptive geometry; an exhibit for tech-
nology’s work in meteorology; a large model of a
cracking unit; a workable model of a gas plant;
numerous exhibits in physies and chemistry. In ad-
dition, the equipment in the many large laboratories
is being labelled for the benefit of the visitor.

THE NATIONAL SEASHORE PARK IN
NORTH CAROLINA

ACCorRDING to an account printed in The Christian
Science Monitor, establishment of the first national
seashore park has been authorized by Congress.

The proposed park will embrace approximately 100
square miles on the North Carolina seacoast. It will
include Cape Hatteras and its historie lighthouse.

The national seashore will be developed in the same
manner as national parks. The law provides that all
land must be deeded to the United States through
publie or private donation. No federal purchase of
land is permitted. When 10,000 acres have been ac-
cepted, federal administration will begin.

Approximately 7,540 acres are already in govern-
ment hands, including 1,400 acres comprising Cape
Hatteras State Park, 44 acres surrounding the light-
house, 96 acres at Kitty Hawk and 6,000 acres con-
trolled by the U. S. Biological Survey.

The North Carolina area was chosen for the new
park both because of its historic associations and its
unspoiled natural beauty. Three and a half centuries
ago, Sir Walter Raleigh’s colony was established on
Roanoke Island, one of a chain to be included in the
park area. In that colony was born Virginia Dare,
the first white child of English parentage born on the
North American continent.

Recently the State of North Carolina with the aid of
WPA funds has restored the “lost colony” on Roanoke
Island. In addition to the birthplace of Virginia Dare,
there is a log church, a fort and several thatched log
cabins, all surrounded by a log stockade. Surrounding
fields have been sown as the colonists sowed them,
with squash, pumpkin and maize.
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According to reliable records, the colony’s governor
set sail for England in August, 1587, to get relief for
his settlers and when he returned two years later, there
was not a trace of any one.

The Cape Hatteras area has never been developed.
Its glistening beaches, streteching for miles, are marked
only with rotting hulls of wrecked ships. A lighthouse

‘built in 1868 will be preserved as a feature of the

national seashore. .

In recent months, considerable work has been done
with relief labor to stop erosion along the beach.
Brush fences were installed eausing sand dunes to be .
built up by the wind. When the dunes are sufficiently
high, grass is planted to anchor the sand.

Cape Hatteras and Pamlico Sound form one of the
greatest hereditary wintering areas for waterfowl on
the eastern seaboard. Ducks, Canada geese, snow
geese and whistling swans are found in large numbers
in fresh water ponds, brackish marshes, tidal estuaries
and other waters along the cape during the winter
months. In the spring and summer there are colonies
of nesting little blue herons, eastern green herons,
terns and many other birds requiring the type of
habitats found along Cape Hatteras.

GRANTS OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE
IN AID OF RESEARCH

Eace year the association, upon recommendation
of the Committee on Grants, makes grants to indi-
viduals in aid of research. Applications for these
grants must be in the hands of the committee on or
before October 30, and the grants are awarded at the
annual meeting of the association in December.

The present members of the committee, the sciences
which they represent and the years in which their
terms expire are as follows:

Arthur H. Compton (physics, 1937), the University of
Chieago; C. C. Little (zoology, 1937), Jackson Memorial
Laboratory ; Moses Gomberg (chemistry, 1938), the Uni-
versity of Michigan; McKeen Cattell (medicine, 1938),
Cornell University Medical College; Joel Stebbins (as-
tronomy, 1939), the University of Wisconsin; Sam F.
Trelease (botany, 1939), Columbia TUniversity; J. G.
Lipman (agriculture, 1930), Rutgers University; A. T.
Poffenberger (psychology, 1940), Columbia University.

Applicants for grants are requested to address all
correspondence respecting their applications to the
permanent secretary, the Smithsonian Institution
Building, Washington, D. C. '

Since the income of the association available for
grants is limited, it has been the practice to make
small grants to assist in the completion of research
which may be expected to be finished within a year
rather than to support large projects. The association
does not make grants for the publication of reports
of research.



