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A FEW weeks ago I read an interesting article on the 
enormous increase in the population of the world dur- 
ing the past two or three centuries. I n  that very brief 
interval the number of living human beings increased 
perhaps fivefold. Simply as a biological phenomenon 
this extraordinary growth in population in the course 
of fewer than a dozen generations raises interesting 
questions respecting causes and equally interesting 
ones respecting consequences. 

Of the continents, Europe is by far  the most densely 
populated, with an average of about 130 inhabitants 
per square mile. Then follows Asia, in which the 
hordes of India and China give an average of about 
60 per square mile. Even in India there are only 177 
persons per square mile, or about one third the popu- 
lation density of Great Britain, while China is less 

XAbbreviated from an address delivered before the 
Laneaster, Pa., Branch of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. 

densely populated than Illinois. The average popula- 
tion density of North America is about 19 per square 
mile; in both Africa and South America it is approxi- 
mately 11inhabitants per square mile, while in Austra- 
lia it is only 2.2 persons per square mile. 

Several factors have undoubtedly contributed to the 
recent remarkable increase in world population, but it 
is probable that the most important of them has been 
the application of science. This conjecture is sup- 
ported by the fact that, except in those cases in which 
migrations have been major factors, populations have 
shown the greatest increases where the applications of 
science have been most abundant. It is also supported 
by the fact that on the whole the densest populations 
are where science finds its highest development. 

I n  recalling the amazing increase in human popula- 
tion of the globe in the past few generations and in 
suggesting that the increase is probably due in large 
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