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SCIENCE!
By Dr. F. R. MOULTON
PERMANENT SECRETARY OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 'SCIENCE

A FEW weeks ago I read an interesting article on the
enormous increase in the population of the world dur-
ing the past two or three centuries. In that very brief
interval the number of living human beings increased
perhaps fivefold. Simply as a biological phenomenon
this extraordinary growth in population in the course
of fewer than a dozen generations raises interesting
questions respecting causes and equally interesting
ones respecting consequences.

“Of the continents, Europe is by far the most densely
populated, with an average of about 130 inhabitants
per square mile. Then follows Asia, in which the
hordes of India and China give an average of about
60 per square mile. Even in India there are only 177
persons per square mile, or about one third the popu-
lation density of Great Britain, while China is less

1 Abbreviated from an address delivered before the

Lancaster, Pa., Branch of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science.

densely populated than Illinois. The average popula-
tion density of North America is about 19 per square
mile; in both Africa and South America it is approxi-
mately 11 inhabitants per square mile, while in Austra-
lia it is only 2.2 persons per square mile.

Several factors have undoubtedly contributed to the
recent remarkable inerease in world population, but it
is probable that the most important of them has been
the application of science. This conjecture is sup-
ported by the faet that, except in those cases in which
migrations have been major factors, populations have -
shown the greatest increases where the applications of
science have been most abundant. It is also supported
by the fact that on the whole the densest populations
are where science finds its highest development.

In recalling the amazing increase in human popula-

"cicv)n of the globe in the past few generations and in

suggesting that the inerease is probably due in large
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| Macmﬂlanq‘s NeW Scientific Texts

An Introduction to

Scmntlflc German
. BY
F. J. Nock, New York University

This new text will give the student a
reading knowledge of scientific German.
It includes a review grammar and exer-
cises, as well as about 65 pages of read-
ing. To be published September 1st.

MAN'S PHYSICAL
UNIVERSE

Arthur T. Bawden, ‘College of the Pacific

This book covers the salient facts and basic principles of all the
physical sciences, including full material on chemistry, and shows
the broad and vital significance of the physical sciences to

human growth and development. To be published in '
An Introduction to

September.
,DIFFERENTIAL the Philosophy of Science
PSYCHOLOGY i

BY

A. C. Benjamin, Uwiversity of Chicago

This book presents for the first time a systema-
tic definition of the field of the philosophy of
science and discussion of its main problems and
the principal types of solutions to those prob-
lems. To be published September 1st.

Anne Anastasi, Barnard College, Columbia University

~ All the important data accumulated during the past two
decades by research workers on the many aspects of in-
dividual differences are collected, coordinated, and ex-

plained here in a book suitable for undergraduate ~
. Phytohormones
BY ‘

students, Price, $2.75.

History of Ldnd Mammals

in the Western Hemisphere

BY
William B. Scott, Princeton University

‘After 25 years of undisputed prestige, this book,
now revised and brought up to date, is still the only
complete reference on western land mammals. To
be published in August. '

F. W. Went, cdlifornia Institute of Technology,

and K. V. Thimann, Harverd University

Two of the leading authorities on plant hormones
have brought together and explained experimental
work on all aspects of phytohormones. Much of
this work, especially that on experimental tech-
niques, is published here for the first time. (Ex-
perimental Biology Monographs.)  To be published
in August.
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