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SCIENTIFIC EXHIBITS AT THE ROYAL 
SOCIETY CONVERSAZIONE 

The  British Medical Journal gives an account of the 
scientific exhibits shown a t  Burlington House a t  the 
conversazione of the Royal Society on May 4. It states 
that among historical exhibits were the royal charters 
of the society, with the charter-book containing the 
signatures of the founder, patrons and fellows from 
1662 to the present day. There were also shown origi- 
nal manuscripts and manuscript letters of early fel- 
lows, including Boyle, Hooke, Leeuwenhoek, Leibnitz, 
Malpighi and Newton. Another exhibit consisted of 
diplomas and other original documents of William 
Hyde Wollaston, a recent gift to the society from the 
Wollaston family. There was also exhibited an un- 
recorded watercolor portrait of John Dalton; this was 
shown under the zograscope, a contemporary optical 
instrument used for domestic entertainment in the 
eighteenth century. A number of exhibits related to 
investigations on plants, especially on virus infections. 

Imperial Chemical Industries has been experiment- 
ing on plant hormones. Substances have been isolated 
from plants and shown to possess growth-promoting 
properties, and some of the effects of heteroauxin on 
plant tissues were demonstrated. There were cameras 
for television, microscopes for ultra-violet light, and 
an instrument for the photographic recording of 
transient phenomena, such as lightning surges, with 
which records could be obtained of phenomena lasting 
only one or two millionths of a second. 

Professor H. H. Woollard exhibited x-ray films illus- 
trating the lymphatics of the human body after injec- 
tion with thorotrast and barium. Some of this work 
with thorotrast is described in the recent annual report 
of the British Empire Cancer Campaign. Another 
demonstration was of a subjective photometer by Dr. 
W. D. Wright. This instrument has been used to 
measure the adaptation functions of normal eyes, and 
it is hoped to extend the measurements to test the 
effect of various pathological conditions on the adapta- 
tion process. 

An unusually large number of exhibits of biological 
and zoological interest were on view. These included 
an exhibit showing tails of birds of paradise, bring- 
ing out their variations, and a collection of spiny mam- 
mals-echidnas of the Australian region and the more 
familiar hedgehogs and porcupines. Both were from 
the Natural History Museum. 

During the evening a short lecture was given by 
Professor Andrade on events and personalities in the 
history of the Royal Society and the vicissitudes of its 
fellowship in days gone by. 

THE CHESAPEAKE BIOLOGICAL 

LABORATORY 


THE Chesapeake Biological Laboratory is situated 
on the picturesque and interesting Solomons Island at 

the mouth of the Patuxent River, facing the cele- 
brated Drum Point Harbor, in the very center of 
the Chesapeake Bay region. It is about 90 miles from 
the ocean and about the same distance from the fresh 
waters a t  the head of the bay. Some ten miles distant 
across the bay lie the shallow and placid tidewater 
estuaries of the Eastern Shore, famous for their ex- 
tensive blue-crab and oyster fisheries. Located in this 
section is the laboratory's one-thousand acre Aquicul- 
tural Experiment Farm. Fresh-water streams flowing 
into the Patuxent, as well as ponds, offer ample oppor- 
tunity for the study of fresh-water biology, and near-by 
along the bay are outcroppings of rich Calvertian fossil 
beds. 

The laboratory first began to take form in 1919, and 
the present building was built in 1931. A new dormi- 
tory has just been completed. On a recently com-
pleted 760-foot pier there is a tidal station operated 
in cooperation with the United States Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey. A large boat, a small power boat and 
small boats and canoes are a t  the service of the lab- 
oratory. The laboratory is a cooperative organiza- 
tion, the cooperating institutions being the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, Goucher College, Johns 
Hopkins University, the University of Maryland, 
Washington College, Western Maryland College and 
the Maryland Conservation Department. It is open 
from June to August, inclusive, class work begin-
ning on June 23 and ending on August 4. 

The laboratory maintains a staff of three on full 
time, the cooperating institutions supplying the re-
mainder of the personnel and paying their expenses. 
The problems of special interest to the members of 
the staff during the present season are: the hydrogra- 
phy of the Patuxent area (Dr. C. L. Newcornbe, Uni- 
versity of Maryland) ; the biology of the striped bass 
and shad (Dr. V. D. Vladykov, Maryland Conservation 
Department) ;the algae of the Solomons Island region 
(Dr. H. C. Bold, Vanderbilt University, working under 
the auspices of Western Maryland College) ;the migra- 
tion and distribution of the blue-crab (Dr. R. V. Truitt, 
University of Maryland) ;the diatoms of the Atlantic 
coast (Mr. Paul S. Conger, Carnegie Institution of 
Washington) ; studies on the life history of the blue- 
crab (Mr. Roy Robertson, Western Maryland College) ; 
the biology of Cliona celata (Dr. M. C. Old, Ursinus 
College, working under the auspices of Johns Hopkins 
University) ; methods for water analysis (Dr. R. P. 
Cowles and Dr. Bramble, Johns Hopkins University) ; 
strobilization and polymorphism in Dactylometra quin- 
quecirrha (Mr. Littleford, University of Maryland) ; 
food analyses of the striped bass (Mr. Edgar Hollis, 
Western Maryland College) ; physical, chemical and 
biological fitness of Gun Powder Falls watershed as 
a brook trout environment (Mr. Fred Seiling, Univer- 


