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EMBRYOLOGY AND ITS RELATIONS1 

By Professor ROSS G. HARRISON 

OSBORN ZOOLOGICAL LABORATORY, YALE UNIVERSITY 

ITis my impression that what is expected of a 
retiring chairman is that he inform the section upon 
the "state of the nation" in his branch of science. 
Were I to attempt this in a phrase I should say that 
it was that of the Tower of Babel. On,our program 
papers are listed by the hundred and are presented in 
various scientific languages, only one or two of which 
I can speak, and many speakers are talking a t  once, 
to the bewilderment of would-be listeners. 

I n  contrast let us go back to the corresponding meet- 
ing forty years ago, when the American Society of 
Zoologists was called the American Morphological 
Society. Thirty-five papers were presented, four of 
them by title. A number of them dealt with the 

1 Address of the retiring vice-president and chairman 
of the Section on Zoological Sciences, American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, Atlantic City,
December 30, 1936. 

centrosome. There were several on biometry, but only 
one experimental study-that by Davenport on "The 
RBle of Water in Growth." Dr. Minot described his 
newly invented rotary microtome. It is safe to say 
that had a Rip Van Winkle gone to sleep after that 
meeting and not awakened until now, he would have 
scarcely understood any of the papers on this year's 
program. 

One wonders about the origin of all this present 
commotion, whether it does not go back to the instincts 
of primitive man-the nomadic hunter and the un-
skilled tiller of the soil. I n  his contact with nature 
he must have been impressed by the great diversity 
of living creatures as compared with the inorganic, 
and by their mysterious coming and going. Naturally 
he was most interested in those animals and plants 
that afforded food or were otherwise of practical im-
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"The botany textbook by Professor J. Ben Hill, Lee 0.Overholts and Henry W. Popp of the Pennsylvania 
State College looks very interesting, so much so that I shall use it next semester. The illustrations, especially 
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Reaches its greatest number o f  users since publication 
Since it was first published in 1924 this book has steadily grown in popularity 
until it is now foremost in its field-a classic among botany textbooks--con- 
sidered by teachers "distinctly head and shoulders above any other American 
textbook of botany." This year the number of adoptions has again increased to 
an unprecedented total. 

Why  rrHolman and R obbins" leads the field 
"We have been using Holman and Robbins 'Textbook of General Botany' in our 
classes for several years, and we like it for the following reasons: (1) Because of 
its general organization and selection of subject matter; (2)  because of its well- 
balanced nature as it treats of the various phases of plant life; ( 3 )  because of its 
clear, concise descriptions, and the fresh and interesting manner of presentation; 
(4) because of the choice and excellence of its illustrations; ( 5 )  because on the 
whole, for our purpose, we find the book superior to any other we have seen." 

-N. L. HUFF, University of Minnesota 

626 pages 463 illustrations 6 x 9  $4.00 
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