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ardization, new uses for cotton, the preparation of
cotton for the market, and studies of cotton seed and
cotton seed products. The building has a scientifically
constructed hay laboratory and warehouse where
workers will study hay quality standardization factors.
Studies will be made to develop improved methods of
determining factors of quality in beans, peas and
split peas. Research on wool will include the study
of ways to improve methods and practices in the
preparation of wool for market and the standardiza-
tion of wool for length and strength of staple. Ex-
periments will be conducted to perfect a reliable
method of determining the shrinkage of wool.

The Standardization Building will be the head-
quarters of the market news services for cotton, grain,
hay, feed, seeds and a number of other farm produets.
It likewise will be the headquarters for the South-wide
cotton quality reporting service involving the issuance
of cotton grade and staple reports on the growing
erop. B

In the new building government standards for the
various commodities will be prepared, and the cotton
appeal board will funetion in settling trade disputes
over classifications of cotton according to the
standards.

PROPOSED WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
INSTITUTE AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF WISCONSIN

EstaBLisSEMENT of a Wildlife Conservation Insti-
tute, composed of four divisions, under which the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin would utilize every opportunity
to contribute to Wisconsin’s wildlife conservation
movement, is proposed in the third publication of the
state university’s Science Inquiry. Members of the
commission who prepared the report include: Pro-
fessors Aldo Leopold, agricultural economies; L. J.
Cole, genetics; N. C. Fassett, botany; C. A. Herrick,
Chancey Juday and George Wagner, all of zoology.

The institute, through which cooperative relation-
ships would be maintained with the state conservation
department, with other state and federal bureaus, with
the lay movement, with other educational institutions
and especially with other departments of the state
university able to contribute to conservation, would
be composed of a series of four chairs to cover the
wildlife field.

These would be those of game management, already
established; fish management, floral conservation and
ornithology and mammalogy. Each of the four divi-
sions could be connected with a present department of
the university.

The chair of game management, established by the
‘Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation in 1933, is
now connected with the College of Agriculture. The
chair of fish management, which would apply to
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aquatic conservation problems the great accumulation
of research on Wisconsin waters collected during the
past half-century by the Wisconsin Natural History
Survey, would be attached to the department of zool-
ogy. The chair of floral conservation, designed to
work out techniques for conserving non-commereial
plants, would be attached to the department of botany,
while the chair of ornithology and mammalogy, which
would work out -techniques for conserving non-game
birds and mammals, would be attached to the depart-
ment of zoology.

Each of the four chairs which would compose the
Wildlife Conservation Institute would teach cultural
courses to non-professional students, would do research
with the help of graduate students aiming at profes-
sional careers, and would build up demonstration areas
and other physical equipment for research and
teaching.

The Wisconsin Science Inquiry, of which the wildlife
conservation publication is the third, was established
at the university in 1934. The objective of scientific
studies made under the inquiry is to appraise the
nature of a certain problem and its significance to the-
state, to examine the facilities available for its study
at the university and to sketch the outlines of a more
comprehensive attack upon the problem for the benefit
of the state.

GIFT TO BROWN UNIVERSITY OF A CHEM-
ICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY

A arrT of $500,000 to Brown University to construect
a new chemical research laboratory was announced on
March 29 by President Henry M. Wriston. The gift
is from Jesse H. Metcalf, formerly United States
senator from Rhode Island, a member of the Board
of Trustees. ‘

The fund will be used to build and endow a labora-
tory for research in specialized phases of electro-
chemistry and photochemistry. The new building will
more than double the present accommodations and
equipment for research. A site for the laboratory will
be chosen in the near future. Actual construetion will
begin as soon as plans can be approved and contracts
let. The new laboratory is expected to be ready for
occupancy by next spring. .

Research in chemistry for the last seventy-five years
has been conducted for the most part in the Newport
Rogers Laboratory. The new building will contain
research equipment for between thirty and forty
graduate students and for the research staff, more than
twice as many as can be accommodated now. It will
It will in future be
possible to give undergraduates majoring in chemistry
added opportunity to carry on chemical investigations
of their own.

Mr. Metealf’s interest in the department has been
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largely responsible for the expansion of its facilities
in recent years. In 1922 he gave funds for the con-
struction and endowment of the Jesse Metcalf Me-
morial Laboratory, named in memory of his father.
At the same time he endowed a series of graduate
fellowships and scholarships. His brother, the late
Manton B. Metealf of the class of 1884, also gave
$100,000 for the endowment of the department of
chemistry. With these gifts and the new facilities and
financial support the department has developed into
one of the strongest in the university. The opening
of the Jesse Metecalf Memorial Laboratory in 1923 led
to the introduction of a specialized undergraduate
course of study leading to the degree of bachelor of
science in chemistry, and to the expansion of the
program of graduate work in the field of chemistry.

In a statement made by Professor Charles A. Kraus,
research professor of chemistry, he said that the prin-
cipal investigations to be carried on will be on prob-
lems in photochemistry, on the properties of electro-
lytes and dieleetries and on problems in organiec and
physical chemistry.

THE NEW BUILDING OF MELLON
INSTITUTE

THE new buildinig of Mellon Institute, the gift of
Andrew W. and Richard B. Mellon, will be dedicated
on May 6. It is outwardly classic in form, but within
it contains laboratories and equipment of modern de-
sign. These new facilities will eliminate the over-
crowded condition of the past and will increase the
activities of the institute in both industrial research
and research in pure science. The requirements of the
institute made necessary a building of about six and
one half million cubic feet. It is of limestone and
granite.

Because of the massive exterior of the building,
which has a rectangular row of sixty-two Ionie col-
umns, it would have been impossible to place sufficient
windows in the outside walls to provide adequate light
for the numerous laboratories and offices. For this
reason it was designed to include four interior courts
as the main natural light sources. It is in the form of
a hollow square, wider at the front than in the rear
and with center and connecting wings in the form of
a cross. The outside sections which surround the hol-
low square are nine stories high. The center wing,
intersecting the square from front to rear, is of the
same height. The cross wings, which conneet the center
wing with the east and west outside sections, are four
stories high.

The fifth to eighth floors, inclusive, are devoted to
laboratories for investigators on the staff of the insti-
tute. Each floor has special rooms for the use of all
fellows, but most of the space is devoted to labora-
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tories of two types—small laboratories for individual
workers opening into the marble corridor, and larger
laboratories arranged in suites, each with an office.
The laboratories have exeeptionally large windows and
the eourts on which they face are surfaced with glazed
ivory terra cotta having high light reflectance.

The interior of the building is said by specialists to
have the best arrangement and grouping of research
laboratories possible. Back of the columns are abun-
dant facilities intended to be both useful and conveni-
ent. There are in fact beauty and utility in all parts
of the building and particularly in the library, the
social room and the auditorium, which will make pos-
sible the holding of important scientific meetings at the
institute. Automatic elevators, with massive but light
aluminum doors opened and closed by photoelectrie
cells, connect conveniently all floors. )

The same administrative procedure that is the day-
by-day practice in the laboratories was applied to the
construction and equipment of the new building. Test
laboratories, for instance, were installed in a temporary
building, and for two years details of equipment and
arrangements were studied for possibilities of improve-
ment. As a result, the wiring, piping and other sys-
tems were evolved, the wall brackets and removable
cabinets designed and other details worked out. Piping
is accessible, yet out of the way. Wall brackets are so
built that shelves may be placed at will and instantly
removed. Cabinets are constructed so that a ecomplete
unit may be removed and shifted to another laboratory
when desired. Furniture is made without bolts or
serews—only a rubber mallet is needed to take apart
the laboratory tables or to add to them.

Among other special features are the constant-tem-
perature, constant-humidity rooms, facilities for nu-
tritional studies, a section of laboratories devoted to
ceramic furnaces, ample room for the grouping of unit
or experimental plants for basic production research
in, evolving chemical manufacturing proecesses, an
analytical department, machine, instrument and glass-
blowing shops and x-ray and spectroscopic facilities, all
available for the use of fellows of the institute.

According to Dr. Edward R. Weidlein, director of
the institute, more fundamental knowledge is to be
sought through the expansion of the staff and facilities
in those departments dealing with research in the pure
sciences. The institute has maintained a department
of research in pure chemistry since 1924 and has made
important eontributions to that science and to publie
health. It will now be able to devote attention to
major problems in the fields of pure physies'and biol-
ogy. Industrial research for which it is best known
will continue to be encouraged fully and will be bene-
fited by the research in the pure sciences. At present
sixty-five industrial fellowships are in operation.



