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hardly escape the lure of navigation and the study of
astronomy. It is not surprising then to find Yalden,
always a keen student of Eueclid, an enthusiastic and
leading member of the Association of Variable Star
Observers. At his home he built, from his own design,
as he did everything else, a compact observatory in
‘which he installed a 4-inch Clark telesecope, and with
painstaking care adjusted instrument and mounting
with a precision rare in small observatories.

His observations on variable stars were character-
istieally accurate, and before long he had extended his
program to include lunar oeccultations. This led nat-
urally to cooperation with Brown of Yale. Recog-
nition of the excellence of this work was not confined
to this country, as his election to the Royal Astronom-
ical Society will testify. However, his observing time
was limited, for there were demands for observatory
designs. A long list of observatories for colleges,
schools and private individuals could be compiled from
among the produets of his drawing board.

Perhaps Yalden was most widely known as an au-
thority on dialing. He computed many dials, person-
ally constructed models in order to check by experi-
ment, and designed a large number which have been
erected in various parts of the country. At the time
of his death he had nearly completed the full plans
for a large dial of outstanding interest as well as the
computations for another. A brochure on dialing came
" from his pen a short time ago, and his notebooks are
full of original and novel dial designs and problems.

Those who knew him best will realize that in these
few words only a part of his life has been sketched. It
is appropriate in this journal to record a tribute to a
late fellow of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, and that those who knew him
but slightly may better picture the real Yalden it is
right to add at least a suggestion of his skill as a
musician, his early friendship with Winslow Homer,
his ability in photography, his love of the garden, his
charm and patience with the young people who went
to him with all kinds of problems, scientific to personal,
and not least his loyalty and steadfastness to his many
friends.

From a wide experience and his orderly habits of
thought Yalden had reached definite eonclusions, which
might well be considered by all who cherish ambition
for achievement in science. Because it was character-
istic of the man, he might have written as his message
to them: “We know best those things which we do

ourselves. Learn by doing.”
H. W. FARWELL

WILLIAM ALANSON WHITE

TuE following resolutions were passed on March'9
by the council of the Academy of Medicine of Wash-
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ington, D. C., on the occasion of the death of their
president, William Alanson White.

William Alanson White had the true vocation of a
physician. His life work covered the period of modern
psychiatry. This was no chance relationship, but a real
identification, because he was one of the principal creators
and interpreters of present concepts in this domain of-
thought. .

To this task he brought the well-balanced talents of a
convincing teacher, lucid writer and eloquent speaker.
His eminent ability and tremendous energy made him an
enthusiastic leader in every enterprise which had for its
purpose the increase of knowledge and the more effective
use of all measures applied for the relief of the mentally
ill, and for the betterment of human relationships. These
activities were recognized by institutions of learning
which conferred upon him honorary degrees, and by
learned societies which bestowed upon him many offices
of high honor.

Acquainted as he was through official duties and per-
sonal ministry with the weakest and worst of mankind,
as well as the strong and good, brought by accident to
confusion or disaster, his absorbing preoccupation was
the observation and interpretation of human behavior
as a manifestation of-the personality in all its conflicts
and strivings for adjustment and satisfying expression.
As a physician he brought to human problems the knowl-
edge of a scientist, the insight of an artist and the gentle-
ness of a brother.

It is then not surprising that he beeame a philosopher,
but it is an index to the nobility of his character that
with his knowledge he was still an optimist. There was
no man whom he was not willing to help, and no tangled
skein of human relationships was so desperate that he
could not find some golden thread to follow, by which
he could intervene in a helpful manner.

He once compared the field of consciousness to the area

of a night-time landscape, illuminated and revealed by a
search light, showing clearly a middle ground with
shadowy borders. In the world his light has gone out,
but the field upon which its rays fell will not again be
dark. .
Whereas, by the death of Dr. William Alanson White,
the Academy of Medicine of Washington, D. C., has lost
its first president and the membership a dear and admired
friend,

Therefore be it resolved, by the council, on behalf of
the academy, that the foregoing sentiments be adopted
in appreciation of his worth and as an expression of per-
sonal sorrow of the membership, and that the same be
recorded in the archives of the academy. -

RECENT DEATHS
Dr. LEwis MUHLENBERG HAUPT, consulting ecivil
engineer, from 1875 to 1892 professor of civil engi-
neering at the University of Pennsylvania, died on
March 10 in his ninety-third year.

Dr. WiLnLis G. GREGORY, for forty-six years dean of
the School of Pharmacy at the University of Buffalo,



