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and can be carried out a t  considerably less cost than 
making the photographic copy direct from the jour- 
nal. The positive copies thus made would be sent to 
those requesting them, and the master negative re-
turned to its proper pocket in the folder in which it 
is  kept. 

In  the above brief outline of the general organiza- 
tion of a Filmothec Service, it has not been possible 
to go into detail in regard to the several mechanical 
operations. The experience so far  gained, however, 
with microfilm cameras shows that no serious difficul- 
ties may be expected. It is simply a question of the 
systematic organization of the work and the applica- 
tion of ordinary ingenuity in perfecting systems of 
identification markings for the film strips and prop- 
erly constructed folders for filing and preserving the 
master negatives. 

The technical directions necessary and the cost of 
making the original microfilms by directly photo- 
graphing the periodicals should not greatly exceed the 
cost of preparing the card catalogues of original 
papers which would be necessary as the basis for the 
preparation of catalogues of scientific literature. The 
cost of making positive copies from negative micro- 
film strips is certainly far  less than making microfilm 
copies directly from the journals. 

This plan also has the advantage that complete 
filmothecs of scientific literature would be gradually 
built up, and with succeeding years, there would be a 
greatly increased amount of literature of which posi- 
tive copies of desired papers could be supplied a t  an 
exceedingly low cost. 

The one objection which may be offered is that no 
one library receives all the journals which must be con- 
sulted in the preparation of complete catalogues of 
titles of papers in a given field of science. Although 
this is true, there has developed such a spirit of co-
operation between American libraries that by choosing 
two or three of the most important, and setting up 
microfilm cameras in these, the few journals which 
would still be necessary could probably be secured by 
loan or by purchase. Furthermore, this is a plan 
which lends itself especially well to making collections 
and disseminating literature for the benefit of research 
workers in very restricted branches of science. There 
are, for example, certain very special journals which, 
in addition to publishing original articles in their 
fields, also furnish abstracts of papers published else- 
where. This is, of course, a distinct service, but cer- 
tainly of considerably less value than would be the 
providing to their subscribers of microfilm copies of 
the original articles chosen for abstracting. 

It is evident that the suggested plan of using micro- 
films for the dissemination of scientific literature is 
capable of first being tested on a very limited scale, 
and if its value is demonstrated by such experience, 

may be expanded as rapidly as the results justify. It 
offers possibilities which are worthy of serious con- 
sideration by those concerned with the more perfect 
utilization of scientific literature. 
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MICRO-PHOTOGRAPHY OR PHOTO-

MICROGRAPHY? 


RECENTissues of SCIENCE have brought suggestions 
on scientific nomenclature and the use of English. I n  
this connection I would suggest for relegation to 
oblivion that horrible hybrid "photo-micrography." I 
have never been able to see the reason for coining this 
cacophonous misnomer-surely the term micro-pho-
tography is descriptive enough. One shudders to think 
what t ou ld  happen if the precedent set by photo- 
micrography were followed consistently: we should 
then have to drop color photography and celestial 
photography in favor of photo-chromography and 
photo-uranography. I f  we sanction photo-microgra- 
phy astronomers will be a t  a loss to know whether 
chronograph refers to an instrument used in measur- 
ing time or to a picture of Saturn, and we may, per- 
haps, look forward to the day when the studio pho- 
tographer who specializes in portraits will announce 
himself as an expert in photo-prosopography. 

W. J. LUYTEN 
UNIVERSITYOF MINNESOTA 

A VASOPRESSOR LOCAL ANESTHETIC 
DR. RAYMOND and his associates are to L. OSBORNE 

be congratulated for the successful synthesis of a vaso- 
pressor local anesthetic, as described in SCIENCE, (85: 
105, January 22, 1937). A brief historical account is 
included in the report. The reasons are given for 
attempting the synthesis of a chemical agent which 
combines the local anesthetic actions of the alkamine 
esters of para-amino benzoic acid with the vasocon-
strictor effects of the phenylethylamines. Since the 
report does not refer to any other attempts to syn- 
thesize such a compound, it gives the impression to 
the uninformed that it is the first report on this matter 
to appear in scientific literature. This is unfortunate. 
Other efforts, more or less successful, of this same sort 
have been made by Kubota,l Hartung, Munch 
and Kester? and in a particularly exhaustive manner 
by Alles and K n ~ e f e l . ~  The latter discuss 29 com-
pounds of this type which were deliberately prepared 
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