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THE HISTORY AND WORK OF THE ARMY
MEDICAL LIBRARY"

By Lieutenant Colonel EDGAR ERSKINE HUME
MEDICAL CORPS, U. 8. ARMY, MEDICAL FIELD SERVICE SCHOOL, CARLISLE, PA.

THE celebration on November 16, 1936, of the cen-
tenary of the foundation of the Army Medical Library
served to bring home to a large number of persons not
engaged in work in the medical sciences the importance
of this great collection of books. This celebration was
attended by six or seven hundred representatives of
universities, libraries and learned societies of the world,
and cablegrams, letters and diplomas of honor were
received from nearly 200 foreign institutions alone.
These bodies joined in commemorating the establish-
ment of what is now the largest collection of medical
literature that the world has ever seen. The develop-
ment of this mighty library in so short a time is a
phenomenon in which American science and letters
may take pride. »

Established in 1836 by Surgeon General Lovell as a

1Read on December 30, 1936, at Brown University,
Providence, R. 1., before the joint session of the History
of Science Society and the American Historical Associa-
tion,

small number of reference medical texts for the use of
his staff, it was in fact as well as in name “The Surgeon
General’s Library.” The collection, hardly more ex-
tensive for some years than President Eliot’s five-foot
shelf of books, grew but slowly until, at the close of
the Civil War, one of the greatest men of science our
land has produced was placed in charge and given the
congenial task of building up a great national medical
library. )

This man was Surgeon John Shaw Billings (1838-
1913). When he took up his new work the library
consisted only of 2,253 volumes (602 titles under 11
topical subdivisions). A ecatalogue of the collection
was printed in 1865. Billings was given the sum of
$80,000 left over from the hospital fund of the war,
and wise Surgeon General Barnes likewise gave him a
free hand. Billings had realized the need for such a
library ever since he was a medical student at what
is now the University of Cineinnati. ‘Writing many
years later he said:
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BIOLOGICAL MATERIALS

We are pleased to list the following materials which are absolutely guaranteed, at greatly

reduced prices:  Limulus, 2% to 31 inch breadth of CAFADACE ... .. $1.50 per doz.
Nerels, 6~7 Inch average 86 « «
Nerels, extra large, 12”7 and over 150 « «
Metridlum, small, for dissection 100 « «
Ensis, 8~10 inch specimens 100 « «
Drosophila cultures (list of stocks on request) ... .. 1,00 each
Earthworms, Medium, 7-9 inches 85 per dos.
“ “« ,7-9 « . 225 per C.
LOBSTERS

During the summer months local fishermen bring in hundreds of Lobsters at a time for preservation. It
is impossible in handling so many of these specimens to keep all of them intact, and often an ‘‘arm,’’ or
claw, becomes detached. This does not lessen the value of the Lobster for classroom dissection.

At present we have a large number of such Lobsters on hand, both plain preserved and injected, and we
would be pleased to quote greatly reduced rates on same upon request.

Our catalogues are sent promptly upon request, and we are also very glad to quote prices on any materials
our customers might desire. We carry a number of specimens which are occasionally desired but which we
do not list in our catalogue as there is not much demand for them.

Supply Departmen:  Marine Biological Laboratory  Establiched 1890

Woods Hole, Mass.

MANUAL OF THE
SOUTHEASTERN FLORA

ILLUSTRATED

Being Descriptions of the Seed-Plants growing naturally in North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and Eastern Louisiana

By
JOHN KUNKEL SMALL

THIS Manual replaces the author’s Flora of the Southeastern United States,
published in 1903 (second edition 1913), for the Southern States east of the
Mississippi River. It embodies the results of continued exploration and study,
thus bringing up to date our knowledge of this floral region.

The Manual is the only complete illustrated work on the flora of the South-
east by a recognized authority.

In addition to analytical keys to the various plant groups, and descriptions
of the orders, families, genera and species, regional or altitudinal and geographic
distribution, there are xxii + 1554 pages and over 1500 illustrations, one illustra-
tion of a species of each genus.

Price $10.50 Postpaid

THE SCIENCE PRESS PRINTING COMPANY
LANGASTER, PENNSYLVANIA




