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The rapid growth of the Duke experiments, and espe-
cially the development of similar work in other institu-
tions of learning and elsewhere, has made it necessary
to publish the journal to provide a proper outlet for
articles in the field of study. The extraordinarily wide-
spread public interest in this work, it is felt, justifies the
founding of a magazine devoted entirely to these topics.

Parapsychology is a branch of psychology which in-
cludes such subjects as telepathy and clairvoyance and
whatever other unusual capacities of mind may be dis-
covered that do not fit into the recognized order of
things. Although articles in the new Duke journal will
be written in the usual scientific manner, they will not
be unintelligible to the average educated person. The
journal will have the special feature of presenting edi-
torial abstracts of the articles to give the gist of each
in non-technical terms.

The new journal is the first and only academic secien-
tific journal devoted to the field of parapsychology.
Though it is published at Duke, its columns are to be
shared with other institutions where members are engaged
in similar research.

Professor McDougall, eminent psychologist at Duke,

University, is a veteran in the field of parapsychology.
He was formerly president of the English Society for
Psychical Research and of other well-known organiza-
tions. He has been on scientific investigating committees
and is considered the leading psychologist who has given
his attention to the parapsychological branch.

Dr. Rhine has been in active charge of the experimental
studies of clairvoyance and telepathy, or extra-sensory
perception, as they are called, and has opened up through
his book, ‘¢ Extra-Sensory Perception,’’ a new interest in
these subjects and a mnew experimental attack that is
world wide. Mr. Stuart is Prince memorial fellow at the
Duke parapsychological laboratory and is the author of
several articles on the subject.

THE FIRE IN LYMAN HALL OF NATURAL
HISTORY, SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

TaE following is a brief report on the serious fire in
Lyman Hall of Natural History at Syracuse Univer-
sity on January 11.

Smoke issuing from the roof of the southeast wing
at about 1:20 . M. was the first observed indication
of the fire on the outside of the building; and smoke
from the ceiling and walls of one of the rooms on the
fourth floor was the first indication that those within
the building had of the fire. It apparently did not
arise in either of the laboratories or the museum.

The damage to the Natural History Museum is
serious, as many of the exhibits are irreplaceable. The
main losses in the museum were reported in SCIENCE,
January 22.

Professor Ernest Reed, chairman of the department
of botany, had his laboratory for genetics, mycology
and plant pathology on the fourth floor. All the illus-
trative material for the course in genetics, myecology
and plant pathology has been lost. The large research
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collection of cultures of Fusarium and other fungi
which Professor Reed and his graduate students have
collected during the past fifteen years was destroyed.
Professor Reed has also lost notes and materials of

- his twenty years of study of inheritance in the sugar

beet. At the present time he is on a collecting trip
in Colombia and Venezuela and it has not been possible
to get word to him of the destruction of his laboratory.

Professor Parke Struthers, of the department of
zoology, was also located on the fourth floor. He was
in charge of the courses in comparative anatomy and
vertebrate zoology. The collections and equipment in
these fields accumulated during the past thirty years
is almost a total loss. Professor Struthers’s chief losses
are his collection of separates, his embryological mate-
rial on the poreupine and numerous collectlons of
skeletons.

The fire losses were limited to the fourth floor, but
the water damage extends to the basement. A roof is
being put on, and it is expected that classes will be
able to return to the building by February 15 to use
the three floors and the basement.

The university is protected by insurance. Professors
Reed and Struthers will have to build entirely their
research material. .

I am wondering whether those interested in geneties, -
myecology and plant pathology may not have extra
separates that they would be willing to contribute to
the department of botany; or those in comparative
anatomy and vertebrate zoology, separates that they
would give to the department of zoology. Any such
gifts will be appreciated and should be mailed to the
Main Library, Syracuse University, and marked “For
the Department of Botany” or “For the Department
-of Zoology.”

‘W. M. SMALLWOOD

THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
CONFERENCE ON THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF ENDOWMENTS

THE American Philosophical Society is sponsoring
a joint meeting with representatives of- foundations,
societies and institutions administering funds in aid of-
research, to be held on February 19 and 20, in the hall
of the society at Independence Square, Philadelphia.

On Friday, February 19, closed sessions, including
round-table conferences, will be held from 10 A. M. fo
1 p. M. and from 2 to 5 P. M., presided over by Dr.
Edwin G. Conklin, vice-president of the society.
Waldo G. Leland, permanent secretary of the Amer-
ican Counecil of Learned Societies, will open the dis-
cussion of some or all of the following subjeets:

1. Grants-in-aid as distinguished from fellowshlps and
scholarships.



