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tific and dispassionate studies. The fund therefore
welcomes the opportunity to make a grant of this
kind to a committee of social scientists and business
men, with a distinguished medical advisory board.
With this grant, together with the grant of $100,000
recently made to the American Hospital Association
to promote voluntary hospital insurance, the trustees
have terminated their department of medical services,
believing that these two agencies will now carry for-
ward vigorously the fund’s long-standing and success-
ful work in this field.”

Michael M. Davis, who is chairman and the active
director of the new committee, has been, since 1928,
the director of the department of medical services.
He has been associated for many years with work in
medical economiecs and with hospitals and clinies in
New York, Boston and Chicago, is the author of a
number of books and many articles, chairman of the
council of the American Hospital Association and
active in numerous national public health and welfare
agencies.

DU PONT FELLOWSHIPS FOR RESEARCH
IN ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

THE E. I. pu PoNT DE NEMOURS AND COMPANY has
decided to increase the number of fellowships it
awards annually to six post-doctorate fellowships and
eighteen postgraduate fellowships for the academic
year 1937-38. This action has been taken because of
the success of the plan in encouraging and develop-
ing organic chemical research. These fellowships,
which will be held at eighteen leading universities and
colleges, are maintained to encourage more promising
students in research work in the field of chemistry.
Last year, the company awarded four post-doctorate
fellowships and twelve postgraduate fellowships.

Since these awards were first offered in the academic
year 1918-19, there have been granted 350 fellowships
and 34 scholarships in 33 universities, and, in addi-
tion, a national fellowship was awarded at the Johns
Hopkins University for a period of four years.

The purpose of the plan is primarily to promote the
advancement of science and the scientific training of
young men and to cooperate with the educational in-
stitutions in their efforts to carry on advanced research
work. The du Pont fellowships differ from the usual
industrial fellowships in that they are not- restricted
to research on subjects directly connected with the du
Pont products. Experience has proved that the broad
purpose of the plan is best served by permitting the
colleges to select the beneficiary of the fellowships
and the research subject as well. )

An appropriation of $26,500 has been made for the

year 1937-38 to be allocated as follows: $13,000 for .

"six post-doctorate fellowships at $2,000 each, with
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$1,000 to cover the cost of equipment needed in the
work of this group, and $13,500 for -eighteen post-
graduate fellowships at $750 each. The eighteen in-
stitutions selected are the University of Chicago,
Columbia University, Cornell University, Harvard
University, University of Illinois, the Johns Hopkins
University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
the University of Michigan, the University of Minne-
sota, the University of North Carolina, the Ohio State
University, Pennsylvania State College, the University
of Pennsylvania, Princeton University, Stanford Uni-
versity, the University of Virginia, the University of
Wisconsin and Yale University.

The continuation and expansion of this eombination
(post-doctorate and postgraduate plan) will tend to
further assist the universities through the post-doc-
torate plan in raising the quality of organic research
by enabling the promising professor selected to en-
gage in more difficult problems through employment
of trained assistants. Through the postgraduate plan
it will assist promising young men to obtain further
education along the lines required by the chemical
industry.

The du Pont fellowship plan was inaugurated in
1918. In that year, seventeen fellowships with an
average stipend of $750- were made available to six-
teen universities for research in chemistry. The selec-
tion of the fellows and the thesis subjects was left
entirely to the diseretion of the college authorities.

MEMORIAL VOLUME TO SAMUEL C.
HOOKER i

A coLLECTION of papers by the late Dr. Samuel C.
Hooker entitled “The Constitution and Properties of
Lapachol, Lomatiol and Other Hydroxynaphthoquin-

‘one Derivatives” has been published recently as a me-

morial volume for private distribution to interested
individuals and to libraries. The papers deseribe a
series of chemical investigations of lapachol, a yellow
substance found in the grain of certain South Amer-
ican woods, of lomatiol, a structurally similar pigment
oceurring in the seeds of certain varieties of Lomaitia,
and of related substances obtained by synthesis.
Hooker was born in England in 1864, and at the age
of twenty-one he obtained his Ph.D. degree at Munich
Shortly thereafter he
entered the employ of the American Sugar Refining
Company in Philadelphia. The lapachol work was
undertaken in 1889 and actively pursued in such time
as was not devoted to his technological duties, and a
series of eleven principal papers was published in
The American Chemical Jowrnal and in the Journal
of the Chemical Society in the years 1889 to 1896. In-
creasing responsibilities in the industry made it neces-
sary to diseontinue the researches in organic chemistry
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for nearly twenty years, but at the age of fifty-one
Hooker retired and devoted a considerable part of his
time in the last twenty years of his life to a continua-
tion of the early work in the lapachol field. Publica-
tion of the results which acecumulated during this
period was withheld from a desire to bring the various
interrelated problems to the point of well-rounded
completion. This point had been reached at the time
of Hooker’s death on October 12, 1935, and the investi-
gations were reported in a series of eleven posthumous
papers published in the July issue of the Journal of
the American Chemical Society for 1936. These
papers, which form a natural and logical continuation
of those published forty years earlier, are reprinted
with the earlier papers in the memorial brochure. The
history of the investigations provides an unusual ex-
ample of disinterested and sustained devotion to the
quest of truth. .

Included in the introductory material of the volume
is an obituary sketch by Dr. C. A. Browne, supervisor
of chemical research of the Bureau of Chemistry and
Soils. This sketeh, which is reprinted with some addi-
tional notes and details from the Journal of the Chem-
ical Society (1936), includes an account of Hooker’s
activities in other fields, for he not only was distin-
guished as an organic chemist but made significant
contributions as a sugar technologist, a collector of
books and of works of art and as an amateur magician.

The publication of the memorial volume was author-
ized and financed by members of Dr. Hooker’s family.
The volume is edited by Professor Louis F. Fieser,
Converse Memorial Laboratory, Harvard University,
from whom copies desired by individuals or for libra-
ries may be obtained on application.

PRESENTATION OF THE PHILIP A. CONNE .

GOLD MEDAL TO DR. VAN SLYKE

_Dr. DoNaLp DEXTER VAN SLYKE, chief chemist of
the hospital of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical
Research, received the Philip A. Conné Gold Medal
for 1936 of the Chemists’ Club of New York, for “sys-
tematic and painstaking work of immense importance
to clinical medicine,” at a dinner given at the club o
January 22. ‘ : :

Dr. Van Slyke won the medal “in recognition of his
methods of blood analysis and gasometric micro analy-
sis, and of his work on respiratory and renal reac-
tions, diabetes and nephritis.” The presentation was
made by Professor Marston Taylor Bogert, of Co-
lumbia University. Dr. A. Baird Hastings, of the
Harvard University Medical School, and Dr. Glenn E.
Cullen, of the Children’s Hospital Research Founda-
tion and the Department of Pediatrics of the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati, ‘both of whom have ecollaborated
with Dr. Van Slyke:in researches, spoke on the seien-
tific contributions of the medalist and personal aspeets
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of his career. Dr. Frederick G. Zinsser, of Hastings-
on-Hudson, president of the club, presided.

Dr. Van Slyke said that he accepted the award as
“recognition of the chemists and young physicians,
laboratory comrades of a score of years, who have
really done the work mentioned by the medal eom-
mittee.” His medal address was entitled, “Mechanism
of Neutrality Maintenance in the Body.”

Dr. Van Slyke was born at Pike, N. Y., in 1883.
His father, Lucius Lincoln Van Slyke, was chief
chemist of the New York State Agricultural Experi-
ment Station at Geneva, N. Y., from 1890 to 1931.
After studying for a year at Hobart College, Dr. Van
Slyke entered the University of Michigan, where, after
working with Professor Moses Gomberg on deriva-
tives of triphenyl methyl, he received the degree of
doctor of philosophy in 1907. Since then he has been
associated continuously with the Rockefeller Institute
for Medical Research.

On leave.of absence he was a graduate student at
the University of Berlin in 1911. He was visiting pro-
fessor at the University of California in 1917 and at
the Peiping (China) Union Medical School in 1922.
In the World War, at the request of the Surgeon Gen-
eral of the Army, he organized at the Rockefeller In-
stitute a training class for chemists in the sanitary
corps, and on the completion of this work in 1918 he
was appointed a major in the sanitary corps, but the
armistice prevented his receiving his commission.

From 1907 to 1914 he worked in the laboratory of
P. A. Levene, with whom he was associated in studies
of proteins and amino acids. During this period he
developed the nitrous acid method for gasometrie
measurement of nitrogen in primary aliphatic amino
groups, and with Gustav Meyer used the method to
trace the path of protein digestion produects through
the animal body. From 1914 to the present he has
been chief chemist at the hospital of the Rockefeller
Institute. His studies there have been directed partly
to problems of theoretical and analytical chemistry
and partly to problems in clinical and related physio-
logical fields.

The Conné Medal was founded by Mrs. Philip A.
Conné, New York City, in memory of her husband.
It is given annually “irrespective of color, ereed, domi-
cile, nationality or sex, to an individual responsible for
a discovery in chemistry which has proved of value in
the treatment of human disease.” Previous recipients

- have been John J. Abel, H. D. Dakin, Lafayette B.

Mendel and Edward Doisy.

Members of the medal jury, besides Professor
Bogert, were Professor D. D. Jackson, of Columbia
University, Dr. Walter W. Palmer, of the Presby-
terian Hospital, New York; Dean William T. Read,
of Rutgers University, and Dr. Leonard G. Rowntree,
of the Philadelphia Institute for Medical Research.



