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Photographs or apparatus showing the applications 
of photography to typical problems in any branch of 
science and technology will be welcomed. All corre- 
spondence in regard to the exhibition or requests for 
entry blanks should be addressed to the secretary, 
C. B. Neblette, Department of Photographic Tech- 
nology, Rochester Athenaeum and Mechanics Institute, 
Rochester, New York. 

THE AMERICAN STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 
AT the annual dinner of the American Standards 

Association a review of the work for the year was given 
by Dana D. Barnum, president of the Boston Consoli- 
dated Gas Company. He reported that the codes had 
brought about a large degree of uniformity among the 
various states, not only to the benefit of employers, 
but to industrial and insurance groups as well. 

During the year 33 new standards and 33 revisions 
of standards previously adopted were approved. This 
brings the total of American standards to 357 in the 
fields of civil, mechanical and electrical engineering, 
metallurgy, chemistry, textiles, oil and paper and other 
industries. 

Marking virtual completion of a project started in 
1927, new American standards approved this year now 
classify coals from peat to anthracite. This under- 
taking, which will make possible the scientific purchase 
of coal, is by far  the most comprehensive of the kind 
ever carried out, and represents $100,000 spent on re- 
search by the United States and Canadian governments 
alone. 

Three new standards in the field of sound measure- 
ment and nomenclature of sound will prove valuable 
to both engineers and musicians. One of these has 
resulted in a new "noise meter" to measure the sound 
of typewriter or pneumatic drill. I t  may also be used 
in music studios to teach singers how to place their 
voices most effectively for radio, movie and concert 
work. Before this specification became available there 
were five meters on the market the results of which 
were in no way comparable. 

An international standard for 16-mm sound-film now 
provides for complete interchangeability of this size 
film and equipment throughout the world, ending a 
two-year controversy between European and American 
manufacturers with universal adoption of the Amer- 
ican practice. 

Increased attention to problems of traffic safety 
during the year have resulted in various new projects. 
Safety standards for buses and trucks, which were 
developed last winter a t  the request of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, have since been used by that 
commission as a basis for public hearings. Standard 
specifications for safety glass have been developed, and 

work is underway on standards to determine the "road- 
ability" of motor vehicles. 

Five national organizations have joined the asso-
ciation during the year. This brings its total member- 
ship to fifty-six national organizations, including tech- 
nical societies, trade associations and departments of 
the federal government; and some 1,800 companies. 
The new members are : Industrial Safety Equipment 
Association, Metal Lath Manufacturers Association, 
National Association of Motor Bus Operators, Asso- 
ciation of Gas Appliance and Equipment Manufac- 
turers, American Gear Manufacturers Association. 

SYMPOSIUM ON EARLY MAN AT THE ACAD- 

EMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES OF 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLANSfor an international Symposium on Early 
Man and the Origins of the Human Race, which will 
be attended by scientific men from Java, Europe, 
China, South Africa and America, to be held a t  the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia in con- 
junction with the celebration of the one hundred and 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the acad- 
emy on March 18,19 and 20,1937, were announced on 
December 19. 

Invitations to scientific men here and abroad will be 
sent in January, when plans for the symposium pro- 
gram have been completed. Foreigners already known 
to be coming to the symposium include Dr. Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin, of China; Dr. Ralph Von 
Koenigswald, of Java; Dr. R. Broom, of South Africa; 
Dr. Dorothy A. Garrod, of England, and Dr. K a j  
Birket-Smith, of Dcnmark. 

A committee headed by Dr. John C. Merriam, presi- 
dent of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, D. C., 
is in charge of developing the program of the Sym- 
posium on Early Man. Other members of this com- 
mittee are Dr. Edwin G. Conklin, vice-president of the 
academy and president of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science; Dr. George Grant 
MacCurdy, director of the American School of Pre-
historic Research; Dr. Hellmut De Terra, research 
associate of the Carnegie Institution, assigned to the 
academy, and Dr. Edgar B. Howard, a trustee of the 
academy and acting curator of the academy's newly 
reestablished department of geology and paleontology, 
who will act as secretary of the symposium committee. 

The program will include the presentation of orig- 
inal papers by leading authorities in the various fields 
contributing to the study of ancient man and pre-his- 
tory, representing research in geology, paleontology, 
archeology, physical anthropology and other related 
sciences. 

Of special interest will be the "Hall of Pre-History," 


