
You, young men, have for four years had the ad- 
vantages of the best training for  life's duties that the 
universities know how to give. It is expected that 
you will be honest and successful private citizens; and 
of greater moment, your home city, your state, yonr 
nation and your Alma Mater, have the right to expect 
of you the highest type of leadership and the mani- 
festation of the highest ideals in public affairs, for  
the benefit of all. 

Plato said : "Might is right"; two thousand years 
later Milton said: "What is strength without a double 
share of wisdom?" and Browning adds: "The great 
mind knows the power of gentleness, only tries force 
because persuasion fails." Finally, Lincoln said : "Let 
us have faith that right makes might; and in that 
fai th let us dare to do our duty as we understand it." 

I f  the ideal of democracy is to be attained, I believe 
that  the application of the true scientific spirit to the 
affairs of state will assist more than anything else a t  

the present tirne. You are certainly of the chosen 
people, and I beseech you to accept the responsibility 
in all seriousness. 

Probably, every graduating class that ever passed 
from college halls has been told that upon its shoulders 
rest the burdens of the world. I t  is a statement which, 
however trite, is, nevertheless, true. I have spent a 
lifetime teaching college students, and I know that 
each year the lessons must contain the same funda- 
mental principles as were taught a year ago, ten 
years ago and even hundreds and thousands of years 
ago ;but the lessons sliould be given with ever-increas- 
ing effectiveness as the world's experience and knowl- 
edge increase. I have the privilege of giving you the 
last lesson of your college course, for  within the half- 
hour you will have graduated ;in concluding this lesson 
on the old subject of the opportunities and responsi- 
bilities of youth, I am counseling you to make the 
fullest possible use of the spirit and service of science. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

T H E  EDWARD GREY INSTITUTE O F  


BIRD STUDIES 


INthe issue of SCIENCE for September 18 there was 
printed an appeal for  subscriptions for  the three-fold 
memorial which it is proposed to establish in England 
to commemorate the late Viscount Grey of Fallodon. 
Tho third object of the memorial is to develop the 
existing scheme of research maintained by the British 
Trust for  Ornithology a t  Oxford, of which university 
he was an  undergraduate and in later years the chan- 
cellor, to form a permanent Institute of Bird Studies, 
to which his name would be attached. 

I n  pursuance of this object it is proposed to estab- 
lish the Edward Grey Institute of Bird Studies, which 
is described as follows : 

Lord Grey's love of wild birds, and his genius for ex- 
pressing the widely shared delight in watching them, won 
him the affection of thousands of people in England and 
oversea. As chancellor of Oxford University he warmly 
supported the attempts then being made to create a team 
of field observers centered on the university. 

It is therefore fitting that his memorial, after pro-
vision of the statue or bust, and acquisition of Ross Castle, 
should be a permanent endowment of bird-watching in 
the British Isles, under university direction, and styled 
the Edward Grey Institute of Bird Studies. This would 
provide a small but suitably staffed institute situated 
at Oxford, to furnish help and advice to every one need- 
i n g  them on matters relating to wild birds and their 
habits. It will house the only library in  the British 
3mpi re  devoted to books, MSS., photographs and films 
about living wild birds and will initiate cooperative in- 
quiries. It will not duplicate the work of any existing 
body, but will fill a conspicuous gap. 

The British Trust for Ornithology, in collaboration 
with the university, has already made a good start  i n-
this direction. Teams of observers are successfully at  
work on experimental investigations, and a valuable li-
brary has been presented by a number of ornithologists. 
A generous response to the Viscount Grey Memorial Ap- 
peal will endow Great Britain with a model institute 
which will have no match in the world as a center for  
helping voluntary effort in the study of wild birds. Such 
a center will keep alive the memory of Lord Grey by con- 
tinuing his work of finding out how birds live and of 
stimulating more understanding of the pleasures and re- 
wards of bird-watching. 

T H E  MEDICAL CENTER I N  JERSEY CITY 

THE laying of the cornerstone of the Medical Build- 
ing of the Medical Center of Jersey City by President 
Roosevelt was planned for the morning of October 2. 
I l e  is to be welcomed by Mayor Hague and introduced 
by Senator A. EIarry Moore. 

The Medical Center is being financed by Jersey 
City, I-Iudson County, New Jersey, and the Public 
Works Administration. The Medical Building will be 
one of seven large structures of the skyscraper type 
and several smaller buildings, some of which are ready 
and others near completion. The center will provide 
ninety-nine floors for  hospitalization, with beds for  the 
accommodation of 2,000 patients. 

The Surgical Building, the Staff IIouse and the 
Nurses Building are completed. The Medical Build- 
ing is under construction on the site of the old Jersey 
City Hospital. This building will cost $4,545,000 
and is financed by Jersey City and the Public Works 
Administration. 


