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D.Math., D.Se., professor of rational mechan-
ics, University of Rome. -

¢¢‘The Cosmical Constant and the Recession of the
Nebulae’’: Sir Arthur Stanley Eddington,
Se.D., LL.D., professor of astronomy, Univer-
sity of Cambridge.

IX.

A series of four colloquium lectures entitled “Topies
in General Analysis” were delivered by Professor E.
W. Chittenden, of the University of Iowa. The series
will appear in book-form. By invitation of the Com-
mittee on Program, Professor G. C. Evans, of the
University of California, gave on Saturday morning
an address of one hour’s duration entitled “Methods of

Modern Analysis in Potential Theory.” Besides these -

extended lectures there were nine sessions of the so-
ciety at which short papers numbering 118 were pre-
sented.

The joint dinner of the mathematicians at the
Copley Plaza was attended by 520 people. Professor
and Mrs. Harlow Shapléy entertained the visiting
mathematicians and astronomers at a garden party
on Thursday afternoon at the Harvard Observatory.
There were numerous excursions to points of interest
in Boston and the neighboring country. _

It was announced at the meeting that the invitation
extended by the American Mathematical Society to the
International Congress of Mathematicians to hold the
1940 International Congress in America had been

acecepted. )
R. G. D. RICHARDSON,

Secretary

THE DEBT OF INDUSTRY TO THE
UNIVERSITIES .

Ox the occasion of the Harvard Tercentenary cele-
bration six industrial leaders addressed a letter to
President Conant which reads as follows:

The coming 300th anniversary of the founding of
Harvard College is an appropriate occasion for calling
public attention to the indebtedness of American industry
to the universities,

In the Tercentenary about to be celebrated Harvard
is commemorating not only its own birth but the found-
ing of higher education in this country. For this reason
it seems fitting that some of us who are engaged in in-
dustry should take this opportunity to send our greetings
to Harvard as the first of a now large family of centers
of learning in this country and at the same time to ac-
knowledge the vital importance of university education
to industrial progress.

The large and increasing number of university-trained
men in industry and business gives ample evidence of
the great influence that university education has had on
industrial progress. In addition, a different sort of con-
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tribution has been made that in promise and initial
achievement seems to be of almost revolutionary im-
portance.

Scientific research is still young, even in the life of
the universities, which are primarily responsible for its
existence. Having caught the spirit of research from the
universities, industries have applied its methods to their
own affairs—in many cases with amazing results. The
last quarter century has seen the number of industrial
research laboratories in this country grow from a mere
handful to more than 1,500 and the number is rapidly
increasing.

Without the evolution of research in the universities,
these industrial laboratories might never have come into
existence. Besides the very idea of research the universi-
ties have furnished industry with men possessing knowl-
edge not only of the underlying scientific facts and
theories but of the methods and techniques of research.
From the universities also flows much of the basic knowl-
edge of science on which modern technical industry has
built and will build in the future.

It seems fitting at this time, therefore, that we who are
engaged in the management of industry, in recognition of
our indebtedness to the group of institutions which you
represent, should send to you as president of Harvard
University our greetings and our congratulations.

In doing so we hope to stress-—what may not have been
widely enough recognized—that our industrial progress,
and hence much of our national well-being, has many of
its roots in, and derives much of its nourishment from,
the institutions of which yours is the senior representative.

This letter is signed by Walter S. Gifford, president
of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company;
Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., president of the General Motors
Corporation; Thomas G. Watson, president of the In-
ternational Business Machines Corporation; Pierre S.
du Pont, chairman of the board of E. I. du Pont de
Nemours and Company; Owen D. Young, chairman of
the board of the General Electric Company, and
Walter C. Teagle, president of the Standard Oil Com-
pany of New Jersey.

DEGREES CONFERRED AT THE HARVARD
TERCENTENARY CELEBRATION

Ar the Harvard Tercentenary exercises on Septem-
ber 18 sixty-two degrees were conferred on those who
took part in the Tercentenary conferences. These in-
cluded twenty-three doctorates of letters, two doe-
torates of law, one doctorate of musie, two doctorates
of divinity and thirty-four doctorates of science. In
conferring the degrees in science, President Conant
read citations as follows:

EpcAr DouGLAS ADRIAN—A physiologist whose brilliant
experimentation established new principles concerning
nerve impulses and the action of sense organs.

‘EpwARD BATTERSBY BAILEY—A British geologist whose



