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GRADUATE WORK IN SCIENCE, PAST, 

PRESENT AND FUTURE1 


By Dean F. K.RICHTMYER 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

IT is generally agreed, even by casual observers, 
that the world seems to be passing rapidly from one 
era of its history into another. We of 1936 are, of 
course, too close to the stirring events of this dec'ade 
to be able to evaluate their true significance. That 
task must be left to the historian of several generations 
hence. We are conscious, however, of the fact that 
momentous changes are taking place before our very 
eyes, in almost every phase of human society. 

Those governments of the world in which revolutions 
have not yet occurred are undergoing a n  evolution so 
rapid that it  may almost be called "revolution." It is 

.IPresented upon the occa,sion of the celebration of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Graduate 
~ c h o d lof the Ohio &ate ~niversit~,"Columbus, Ohio, 
May 22, 1936. 

only a few short years ago that  a great war was 
fought '(to make the world safe f o r  democracy." But  
now, to our regret, the question '(Is democracy safe 
f o r  the world?"is being raised by persons to some of 
whom a t  least, whatever we may think of their phi- 
losophy, we must credit sincere motives. 

Sometimes in our more pessimistic moods we are 
inclined to wonder whether our whole economic struc- 
ture is not breaking down. W e  see rapidly changing 
social relations among individuals and among groups 
of individuals, whether the grouping be on economic 
or geographical lines. Even religion, usually the most 
stable component of society, is experiencing transitions 
as fundamental as they a re  subtle. 

What a re  to be the characteristics of this new era  
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Important New Mc(jraw~Hil2 Books 

Holmes-Human Genetics and Its Social Import 
By S. J .  HOLMES, TJniversity of California. 414 pages, $3.50 

This book acquaints the student with the basic principles of heredity, shows their application to 
social problems, and discusses the more important factors which egect the biological evolution of man. 

Doane, Van Dyke, ChamberZin and Burde-Forest Insects 
By R. W. DOANE, Stanford University, E. C. VAN DYKE, University of California, W. J. 
CHAMRERLIN,Oregon State College, and 13. E. BURICE, formerly Senior Entomologist, U. 
S. Bureau of Entomology, Division of Forest Insects. Tlze American Forestry Series. 440 
pages, $4.50 

A comprellensive presentation of the important part that insects play in the forest, with descriptions 
of the various orders of insects injurious to forests and forest products, and discussions of the prin- 
cipal methods of control for each order. 

Dhker and Hatch-Industrial Dust : Hygienic Significance, 
Measurement and Control 

By PHILIPDRINKERand ~'EIEODORE HATCH, Harvard fiiversity. 300 pages, $4.00 

Covers the various phases of the problem of dust control in its relation to the health of workmen. 

AZZing-Interpretative Petrology of the Igneous Rocks 
By HAROLD I;. ALLINC, University of Rochester. 345 pages, $4.00 

Seeks to provide a chemical background for the study of igneous rocks, to discuss the chemical nature 
of the common rock-making minerals, and to present impartially the advantages and disadvantages 
of the various theories supposed to account for the origin of igneous rocks. 

Buysen .Lensen-Growth Hormones in Plants 
University of Copenhagen. S. 

AVERY,JR.and PAULR. BURKHOLDER,Department of Botany, Connecticut College. 
JlcBraw-Hill Publicalions in  the Agricultural and Botanical Sciences. 262 pages, $3.50 

By P. BOYSENJENSEN, Translated and revised by GEORGE 

The first comprehensive review of the literature dealing with the rcile of growth hormones in normal 
growth and tropisms in plants, by the discoverer of growth hormones in plants. The wealth of new 
material, both textnal and illustrative, makes this work practically a new boolr. 

Send for copies on  approval 

McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, INC. 
330 West 42nd Street, New York Aldwych House, London, W.C.2 


