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neers may have a more definite picture of up-stream engi-
neering as an important field of public and professional
activity.

There is a wealth of experience and data as to down-
stream engineering and works required for mnavigationm,
power development and flood control—levees, large dams,
great reservoirs and channel improvements on major
streams. But necessary as these are for the safeguarding
of those who live in areas subject to destructive floods
and of property located therein, it must be remembered
that down-stream waters originate largely in up-stream
areas. The objects of up-stream engineering are through
forestry and land management to keep water out of our
streams, to control its action once in the stream and gen-
erally to retard the journey of the raindrop to the sea.
Thus the crests of down-stream floods are lowered.

In aceordance wth your further suggestion I am ap-
pointing as a committee to organize and promote such
a conference or institute: Hugh H. Bennett, chief of the
Soil Conservation Service, Department of Agriculture;
Morris L. Cooke, administrator of Rural Electrification
Administration, and F. A. Silcox, chief of the Forest
Service, Department of Agriculture.

THE MONTREAL BOTANICAL GARDEN

‘WORK on the construction of the Montreal Botanical
Garden, which had been in prospect for several years,
has been commenced this spring. The garden is ad-
ministered by a commission of five, which includes the
directors of the botanical departments of both the
University of Montreal and McGill University.

Frére Marie-Victorin, director of the Institute of
Botany at the University of Montreal and author of
“Flore Laurentienne,” has been named director of the
garden. Henry Teuscher, formerly director of the
Boyce Thompson Arboretum and later dendrologist of
the New York Botanical Garden, has been engaged as
superintendent and chief horticulturist to design and
to lay out the garden and to take charge of its horti-
cultural activities.

An administration building, two greenhouses and a
modern heating plant, all of which were built three
years ago, are now in operation. A nursery has been
prepared and, as a first display unit, an economic
garden has been laid out, which is to serve for the
instruetion of sehool children and which will exhibit
this year 124 varieties of fodder-plants, grain-crops,
vegetables, oil-plants, ete.

The first section of the garden, comprising about
150 acres, is expected to be ready for inauguration by
1942 for the tricentennial celebration of the founding
of Montreal. Eventually the garden is to cover almost
600 acres of ground.

This fall the Montreal Botanical Glarden expects to
contribute for the first time to the international seed
exchange, which is maintained between the botanical
gardens of the world, by offering seeds of various
interesting and little known Canadian plants.
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SCIENCE WRITERS

THE election of Howard W. Blakeslee, science edi-
tor of the Associated Press, as president of the Na-
tional Association of Secience Writers has been an-
nounced recently. Mr. Blakeslee succeeds David Dietz,
science editor of the Seripps-Howard Newspapers, who
had held the office of president since the organization
of the association in September, 1934.

Other officers elected for the ensuing year include:
William L. Laurence, science news editor of The New
York Times, vice-president; John J. O’Neill, science
editor of The New York Herald-Tribume, treasurer;
Thomas R. Henry, of the Washington Star, secretary.

Active members of the association, in addition to
those already named, include Watson Davis, director
of Science Service; Vietor Henderson, of the Philadel-
phia Inquirer; Waldemar Kaempffert, science editor
of The New York Times; Gobind Behari Lal, science
editor of the Hearst newspapers; Herbert B. Nichols,
physical science editor of The Christian Science Mon-
itor; Frank Thone, biology; Robert D. Potter, physies
and chemistry; Jane Stafford, medicine, and Marjorie
Van De Water, psychology, staff members of Science
Service; Steve McDonough, of the Associated Press,
and Allen Shoenfield, of the Detroit News.

F. B. Colton, of the National Geographic Society,
is an associate member. Austin H. Clark, of the
Smithsonian Institution, and Dr. J. McKeen Cattell,
editor of SCIENCE, are honorary members.

The association was formed “to foster the dissemi-
nation of accurate scientific knowledge by the press
of the nation in cooperation with scientific organiza-
tions and individual scientists.,” Aective membership
is limited to staff members of newspapers and press
associations, who devote their major efforts to the field
of science writing.

THE PITTSBURGH MEETING OF THE
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

CELEBRATING the sixtieth anniversary of its found-
ing, the American Chemical Society will hold a five-
day meeting in Pittsburgh, beginning on September 7.
Dr. Edward Ray Weidlein, director of the Mellon In-
stitute of Industrial Research, Pittsburgh, president-
elect of the society, has been named honorary chair-
man of the meeting, which it is expected will be at-
tended by more than 3,000 chemists, industrialists,
educators, government workers and scientific men
representing allied fields. Chester G. Fisher, presi-
dent of the Fisher Scientific Company, is chairman of
a local committee of one hundred and five members
who will arrange a local program with the cooperation
of the industries, the U. S. Bureau of Mines and the
educational institutions of the distriet.




