JuNE 5, 1936

FroM the earliest times the pitcherplants, con-
spieunous, strange and beautiful among the wild flowers
of America, have excited the wonder and admiration
of those who knew them. With their water-holding
leaves and their evident equipment for attracting,
trapping, holding and killing insects, they have always
stimulated human curiosity. To the older interest
has now been added the knowledge that some, at least,
of the species digest the insects they have caught and
utilize the product for the plant’s own nourishment.
Mrs. Walcott now publishes fifteen full-page colored
illustrations covering all the known North American
species, each with a descriptive text, and to this have
been added maps and text by Dr. Edgar T. Wherry,
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showing the geographic distribution of the species,
and a deseription, by Dr. Frank Morton Jones, of the
marvelous interrelationship between pitcherplants and
insects, the insects that they catch and utilize for food,
the insects that pollinate their flowers, and the insects
that live and thrive in the same pitchers that kill and
digest other insects. Mrs. Walcott has produced a
book that not only is a work of art, from the beauty
and fidelity of its illustrations, but is a fountain of
scientific knowledge regarding these amazing plants,
and she also has told how they may be grown in our
greenhouses, so that we may watch them at their insect-
catching operations.
FreDERICK V. COVILLE

SOCIETIES AND MEETINGS

THE SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION OF THE
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

THE sixteenth annual meeting of the Southwestern
Division of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science was held from April 26 to April 30,
at Flagstaff and the Grand Canyon, Arizona, in con-
junetion with the Third Annual Tree-Ring Conference,
Southwestern Section of the Society of American
Foresters, Ecological Society of America and the
Southwestern Conservation League. Host institutions
were the Arizona State Teachers College at Flagstaff,
the Museum of Northern Arizona, the Lowell Obser-
vatory and the National Park Service at the Grand
Canyon.

Attendance was unusually large, as was also the
number of scientists giving papers. The local eom-
mittee especially should be congratulated for their
efficient handling of the meeting, which, in addition
to the unexpectedly large number of registrants, came
at the beginning of the tourist season for Flagstaff.

In addition to the usual section meetings for presen-
tation of papers, features of the meeting were: The
address by the retiring president, Dr. Harold S. Colton,
on “The Rise and Fall of the Prehistoric Population
of Northern Arizona,” and the John Wesley Powell
Lecture, by Dr. J. C. Merriam, on “The Wilderness as
a Teacher, Preacher, and Companion—a Study of
the Contribution Made by a Great National Park”;
the opening of the new quarters of the Museum of
Northern Arizona and the reception at the home of
Dr. and Mrs. Colton; the inspection of the Lowell
Observatory; excursions to nearby points of interest;
and, lastly, the excursions conducted by Park officials
on the last day at the Grand Canyon.

At the business meeting at the end of the sessions,
resolutions of thanks were sent to host institutions and

to the officials at the Grand Canyon. Officers for the
coming year are as follows:

President: F. E. E. Germann, University of Colorado,
Boulder. ’ :

Vice-President: E. D. Ball, University of Arizona,
Tucson.

The present Secretary-Treasurer was continued for an-
other year.

Eaxecutive Committee: O, C. Lester, University of Colo-
rado, Boulder (1937); E. F. Carpenter, University of
Arizona, Tueson (1938); S. A. Northrop, University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque (1938); F. W. Sparks, Texas
Technological College, Lubbock (1939); and D. S. Rob-
bins, State College, New Mexico (1939).

Biological Science Section: Chairman, R. J. Gilmore,
Colorado College, Colorado Springs; wice-chairman, Don-
ald M. Crooks, University of Arizona, Tucson; Secretary,
R. H. Canfield, Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Mathematics Section: Chairman, Paul K. Rees, State
College, New Mexico; wvice-chairman, C. A. Barnhart,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque; Secretary, W.
M. Craig, Texas Technological College, Lubbock.

Social Sciences: Chairman, F. H. Douglas, Denver Art
Museum, Denver; Secretary, W. S. Stallings, Laboratory
of Anthropology, Santa Fe.

The meeting of the division for 1937 will be held in
conjunction with the Pacific Division and the parent
association at Denver. Meeting places for 1938 and
1939 will be at Alpine, Texas, and Tueson, Arizona,
with final decision as to which place will be associated
with which date to be made later.

Veon C. Kikcs, -
Secretary-Treasurer

THE MINNESOTA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
THE Minnesota Academy of Science held its fourth
annual meeting as the guests of Carleton and St. Olaf
Colleges at Northfield, Minnesota, on April 18, 1936.
At the general meetings approximately 400 persons
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were in attendance. For the first time since the reor-
ganization of the academy, sectional programs were
held, at which eighteen papers were presented.

A public lecture was given in the evening in the
Skinner Memorial Chapel by Dr. W. S. Cooper, Uni-
versity of Minnesota, whose subject was “Forests and
Glaciers in Southeastern Alaska.”

At the business meeting 150 new members were
taken into the academy. Important actions included
the authorization of a committee to formulate plans for
the organization of a Junior Academy of Science.
Officers for the coming year include the following:
President : Rev. Wendel Luetmer, St. Johns University,
Collegeville; Vice-President: O. T. Walter, Macalester
College, St. Paul; Secretary-Treasurer, H. K. Wilson,
University of Minnesota, St. Paul; Councilors: E. M.
Freeman, University of Minnesota, St. Paul; E. T.
Tufte, St. Olaf College, Northfield; G. W. Friedrich,
St. Cloud Teachers College, St. Cloud; Louis H.
Powell, St. Paul Institute, St. Paul.

H. K. WiLson,
Secretary

THE OHIO ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

THE Ohio Academy of Science held its forty-sixth
annual meeting at the University of Toledo, Toledo,
Ohio, on April 10 and 11, under the presidency of Dr.
Walter H. Bucher, of the University of Cincinnati.
One hundred and seventy-three members registered for
the meeting. The program was rich and full and car-
ried out with great enthusiasm, the section of zoology
offering 31 papers, botany 16, geology 16, medical
sciences 5, psychology 17, physies and astronomy 26,
geography 14 and chemistry 7. In addition, the sec-
tions of the medical sciences and zoology in a joint
session staged a remarkable symposium on “Virus
Diseases,” the various phases of the subject being dis-
cussed by eminent scientists, both within and without
the state. Another unique feature was a joint educa-
tion program, engaged in by the sections of physics
and astronomy and chemistry and the Ohio Physies
Club. The visiting scientists also had the privilege
of inspecting the Owens-Illinois Glass Research Labo-
ratory, a laboratory unique in that it is constructed
entirely of glass blocks, is insulated with glass wool
and has no windows.
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President Bucher chose for his presidential address
“The Concept of Natural Law in Geology,” which
was delivered before a large, appreciative assemblage
at the annual dinner. The invitation address was given
by Dr. Roberts Rugh, of Hunter College, on the topic,
“Endocrine Factors in Sexual Reactions of Amphibia,”
illustrated by excellent slides and a marvelous movie
film.

Forty-one new members were received into the acad-
emy at this meeting, and the following members were
elected to fellowship: Clyde Stewart Adams, Antioch
College; Richard Bradfield, Ohio State University;
Donald Joyce Borror, Ohio State University; Karl
G. A. Busch, Capital University; W. Storrs Cole,
Ohio State University; Ralph Howard Davidson, Ohio
State University; Willis Conrad Fernelius, Ohio State
University; Miss Margaret Fulford, University of
Cincinnati; Jesse R. Harrod, Ohio Northern Univer-
sity; Edwin Elmore Jacobs, Ashland College; Josef
Nissley Knull, Ohio State University; William A.
Manuel, Ohio Wesleyan University; John Alden Mil-
ler, Ohio State University; Nicholas Mogendorff, Uni-
versity of Toledo; Paul W. K. Rothemund, Antioch
College. ‘

The following officers were elected for the ensuing
year: President, Dr. Charles A. Doan, Ohio State
University; Vice-presidents—Zoology, Dr. A. W.
Lindsey, Denison University; Botany, Dr. Claude
O’Neal, Ohio Wesleyan University; Geology, Dr. Fred
Foreman, Oberlin College; Medical Sciences, Dr. R. A.
Knouff, Ohio State University; Psychology, Dr. Garry
C. Myers, Western Reserve University; Physics and
Astronomy, Dr. G. E. Owen, Antioch College; Geogra-
phy, Dr. R. B. Frost, Oberlin College; Chemistry,
Dr. A. P. Mathews, University of Cincinnati; Secre-
tary, William H. Alexander, Columbus, Ohio; T'rea-
surer, Dr. A. E. Waller, Ohio State University;
Members of the Executive Committee, Drs. Walter H.
Bucher and H. H. M. Bowman; Trustee of Research
Fund, Dr. William Lloyd Evans, Ohio State Univer-
sity.

Preliminary steps were taken looking toward the
suitable observance of the fiftieth anniversary of the
academy four years hence.

WiLLiau H. ALEXANDER,
Secretary

. REPORTS

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
OF CANADA
INDUSTRIAL investigations undertaken in the Na-
tional Research Laboratories at Ottawa generally

come to the attention of the council by one of three
methods, acecording to information contained in the
eighteenth annual report of the National Research
Council tabled recently in the House of Commons by
the Hon. W. D. Euler, minister of trade and commerce,



