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METHODS OF APPROACH IN TEACHING TAXONOMY' 
By Professor K.M.WIEGAND 


NEW PORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, CORNJ%LLUNIVERSITY 

SOMEyears ago a questionnaire addressed to tax- 
onomists, plant workers and educators indicated quite 
clearly a belief that there exists a t  present a dearth of 
taxonomists, of taxonomic teaching and also a lack of 
appreciation of the subject. While the replies to  
these questionnaires easily indicated the need f o r  tax- 
onomy in the various fields of plant study, and i n  
biology in general, the reasons f o r  the apparent fail- 
ure of the subject were not so apparent. I n  fact, many 
reasons were given and with varying emphasis. I was 
a t  that time a member of the committee issuing the 
questionnaire and have been much interested in  the 
matter ever since. 

1 Read before the Systematic Section of the Botanical 
Society of America a t  Pittsburgh, December, 1934. 

I t  is undeniable that taxonomy has been unpopular 
fo r  the last several decades. Among the many con-
tributory reasons often mentioned are the following : 
(1) Lack of available instruction; (2) deficiencies in  
type of instruction; (3) lack of openings f o r  employ- 
ment in the profession; (4) lack of well-paying posi- 
tions as  a n  ultimate goal; (5) dearth of students with 
a "taxonomic mind7'; (6) reputation of taxonomy as 
a n  unimportant branch of botany; (7) lack of appre- 
ciation of one's taxonomic work by others; (8) lack 
of sympathy with the unstable condition of nomencla- 
ture and group limits; (9) difficulty of pursuing 
taxonomy away from taxonomic centers; (10) a more 
detailed training to become a good teacher of taxonomy 
than is necessary in  other branches of botany. These 
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problem, consideration of required ,aocuracy and available time bor solution, thme necessary assumpti.ons, the 
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than isokted facts. The material is ,omrganized i n  significant units, each unit of instructi'on being m'ade up 
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By PAUL THOMAS YOUNG, Professor of Psychology, Unfmersity of Illinois. 
A new textbook'bor use in oou,rlses in the psychology of moltivation, or as a reference for courssas in human 
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tmted in actual classroom praxtice. 562 pages ; 6 x 9;$4.00. 'Published February 1936. 
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