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METHODS OF APPROACH IN TEACHING TAXONOMY"

By Professor K. M. WIEGAND
NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, CORNELL UNIVERSITY

SoME years ago a questionnaire addressed to tax-
onomists, plant workers and edueators indicated quite
clearly a belief that there exists at present a dearth of
taxonomists, of taxonomie teaching and also a lack of
appreciation of the subject. While the replies to
these questionnaires easily indicated the need for tax-
onomy in the various fields of plant study, and in
biology in general, the reasons for the apparent fail-
ure of the subject were not so apparent. In fact, many
reasons were given and with varying emphasis. I was
at that time a member of the committee issuing the
questionnaire and have been much interested in the
matter ever since.

1 Read before the Systematic Section of the Botanical
Society of America at Pittsburgh, December, 1934.

It is undeniable that taxonomy has been unpopular
for the last several decades. Among the many con-
tributory reasons often mentioned are the following:
(1) Lack of available instruction; (2) deficiencies in
type of instruection; (3) lack of openings for employ-
ment in the profession; (4) lack of well-paying posi-
tions as an ultimate goal; (5) dearth of students with
a “taxonomic mind”; (6) reputation of taxonomy as
an unimportant branch of botany; (7) lack of appre-
ciation of one’s taxonomic work by others; (8) lack
of sympathy with the unstable condition of nomenecla-
ture and group limits; (9) difficulty of pursuing
taxonomy away from taxonomic ecenters; (10) a more
detailed training to become a good teacher of taxonomy
than is necessary in other branches of botany. These
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FOUNDATIONS OF PHYSICS

By R. B. LINDSAY, Chairman, Department of Physics, Brown University, and HENRY MAR-
GENATU, Assistant Professor of Physics, Yale University.
A comprehensive treatment of the fundamental problems of physics from a philosophical point of view.
Mathematical analysis is used where it is essential for clear understanding. The book is suitable for
advanced courses in the foundations and the historical development of physics, and as collateral reading
for courses in theoretical physics and the philosophy of science.

537 pages; 6 x9; $4.50. Published January 1936.

AN INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN PARASITOLOGY

Fifth Revised Edition
By ASA C. CHANDLER, Professor of Biology, Rice Institute. .
Thoroughly rewritten, with particularly extensive changes in the chapters or sections dealing with the
spirochaetes, amebae, malaria, rickettsias, flukes, Strongyloides, filariae and myiasis. The results of the
latest experiments and research in the field of. parasitology have now been included. This book has been
called ‘“the most useful introduetion to human parasitology in the English language.’’

661 pages; 6 x9; $5.00. Published February 1936.

MATHEMATICS OF MODERN ENGINEERING, Vol. 1

By ROBERT E. DOHERTY, Dean of the School of Engineering, and Professor of Electrical En-
gineering, Yale University, and ERNEST G. KELLER, A4ssociate Professor of Applied Mathe-
matics, University of Texas.
In this new book emphasis is placed on the steps of scientific approach to a problem: the statement of the
problem, consideration of required accuracy and available time for solution, the necessary assumptions, the
translating into mathematical form, interpretation of results, ete. ¢¢Doherty and Keller’’ may be used as
the basic textbook for courses in mathematics for engineering and physics students, or as collateral read-
ing for junior, senior and graduate courses in engineering and physies.

314 pages; 6 x 9; $3.50. Published February 1936.

PRACTICAL PROBLEMS IN BOTANY

By WILFRED W. ROBBINS, Professor of Botany, College of Agriculture, University of Cali-
fornia, and JEROME ISENBARGER, Assistant Dean and Head of the Department of Biological
Science, Wright City Junior College, Chicago, Ill.
A textbook designed for high school courses in botany. Emphasis is placed on broad principles, rather
than isolated facts. The material is organized in significant units, each unit of instruction being made up
of disecussions of problems. The content is completely coordinated throughout the book, enabling the stu-
dent to visualize the subject in its entirety as well as in its component parts. Provision, in the form of ad-
ditional problems and exereises, is made for the unusually apt pupil.

402 pages; 514 x 8; $2.00. Published January 1936.

MOTIVATION OF BEHAVIOR

The Fundamental Determinants of Human and Animal Activity
By PAUL THOMAS YOUNG, Professor of Psychology, University of Illinois.
A new textbook for use in courses in the psychology of motivation, or as a reference for courses in human
and animal behavior, educational, social and applied psychology, or in those more specialized courses cov-
ering some single topic such as learning or the emotions. The approach is factual, based upon the results
of laboratory experiments carried out during the past ten or fifteen years. The book has been thoroughly

tested in actual classroom practice. 562 pages; 6 x9; $4.00. 'Published February 1936.
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