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AN ANTHROPOLOGIST LOOKS AT MEDICINE

By Professor E. A, HOOTON
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

INTRODUCTION

AN anthropologist looks at medicine very humbly,
much as a cat may venture to look at a king. More-
over, the anthropologist, like Kipling’s eat, walks by
himself and all people are alike to him—even doctors
—at any rate as long as he is feeling well. It happens
that physieal anthropology is the only field of knowl-
edge which concerns itself exclusively with human biol-
ogy, except medicine. Therefore, from the dim ob-
scurity of speculations upon man’s past, present and
future, the anthropologist sometimes turns an apprais-

~, eye upon the practitioners of human biology—
ose who are not only studying man, but are also
doing something to him. '

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY
AND MEDICINE

Certain differences between the methods and pur-
poses of physical anthropology and of medicine eon-
dition the status of each and merit brief discussion.
Medicine enjoys a uniquely favorable position among
the sciences, because its activities are of immediate or
potential concern to every human being. “How do you
do?” is a conventional form of greeting, perfunctorily
reechoed by way of response to every one except a
doctor. There appertains to the healer a certain
supernatural sanction, a legacy from the mediecine man
and the shaman. He works magic—not public magie,
which is the provinee of the priest, and, as such, re-
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ANNOUNCING

(To be published April 2)

BIOLOGICAL EFFECTS
OF RADIATION

Mechanism and Measurement of Radiation, Applications
in Biology, Photochemical Reactions, Effects of Radi-
ant Energy on Organisms and Organic Products

Prepared by a staff of specialists under the auspices
of the Committee on Radiation, Division of Biology
and Agriculture, National Research Council

Edited by Benjamin M. Duggar

Professor of Plant Physiology and Applied Botany
University of Wisconsin

Two volumes. 1360 pages, 6 x 9, illustrated
(Not sold separately)

: THIS work presents a fundamental survey of the effects of radiant energy on the processes,

development, heredity, and more important products of plants and animals. In addition it
considers the theoretical physical aspects of such physico-chemical advances in biological research.
Each of the forty-three chapters has been written by one or more specialists in the subject covered.
The work is characterized by (1) the development of the physical basis of radiation, its measure-
ment and significance; (2) a treatment of theoretical aspects of photochemistry, followed by a
selection of typical and well worked photochemical reactions, so that the biologist may see precisely
what type or complexity of reactions may be expected; and (3) a discussion of the effects of radi-
ation on some of the more complex biological products. This is followed by numerous chapters
treating biological phases, both on the side of the animal and the plant, and arranged as logically
as the subject matter will permit. '

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER

Until May 15, this work will be offered at a special introductory price of $10.00 net. Since,
after this date, the regular price will be $12.00, orders should be sent in without delay.

McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, INC.

330 West 42nd Street, New York Aldwych House, London, W.C.2



